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PLAIN DIBECTIONS. 

These Offices are intended principally for solitary 
use and meditation by those who would follow their 
Lord along the Painful Way. The Responsories, Ac., 
are therefore drawn entirely from Holy Scripture, 
and are so arranged that Type may be contrasted with 
Antitype, in reference either to the day or the pre- 
ceding Lesson. The whole Offioe, if used in solitude, 
may therefore be read straight through. 

The Offices however are prepared also with a view 
to use in family prayers, or in the Oratory, or by two 
persons together. When so used the Responsories 
after the Lessons should be recited thus : the Tty. in 
Response by all except the reader, the f". by the 
reader alone, and the Reclamation (t&e following verse, 
or verses, not preceded by any letter) by all together 
including the reader. But when the Gloria is used 
in the Reclamation it should be recited by the reader 
alone. 

Litanies are given at the end of the book for use 
after Matins. 
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Pbayebs which may be said befobb Matins. 

>& In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost. 
ty. Amen. 

Jesus went forth with his disciples over the 
brook Cedron, where was a garden, into the 
which he entered, and his disciples. And Judas 
also which betrayed him knew the place: for 
Jesus ofttimes resorted thither with his disciples. 

*f. Thou that sufferedst for us, 

I^r. Lord, have mercy upon us. 

OGOD, who hast displayed thy hands, and thy 
feet, and thy whole body on the Cross for 
us sinners, and didst wear the crown of thorns 
set on thy head by the Jews in despite of thy 
most holy Name ; and for us sinners didst suffer 
on the Cross Five grievous Wounds : Give us, 
to-day and ever, the use of penitence, self-denial, 

Eatience, humility, and chastity ; together with 
ght, sense, and understanding, and a conscience 
Sure before thee even to the end ; Wucorcugh. ^&&fe % 
esu Christ, Saviour of the world, ^r\io m\>a. ^&» 



2 MATINS. 

Father and the Holy Ghost livest acrW *-Oi 
One God, world without end. Am&9*. & 

OLOED, my God and Father, bleoa&c^ &, 
Name for ever. Dispose my he^^ 
my lips, and guide me by thy Holy Sp-xn/ 
true acknowledgment of all my sins, th& 
prayer may be neard by thee, in the Nai 
thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Our Father. 
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IXAILT THBOUGHOUT THB YEAR. 

O Lord, open thou our lips : 

And our mouth shall show forth thy praise, 
O God, make speed to save us : 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and. 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and enter 
shall be : world without end. Amen, 

Alleluiah. 

Intrftatorg. Come unto me, all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest : 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and jare 
heavy laden, and I will' give you rest, 

VENITE, EXULTEMUS DOMINO. 

Psalm xcv. 

f\ COME, let us sing unto the Lord, let m 

Is heartily rejoice in the stren^k of. eras sal- 

ration : let us come "before \iv& -grancm ^^ 
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thanksgiving, and show ourselves glad in him 
with psalms. 

Come unto me, <*H ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

For the Lord is a great G-od, and a great King 
above all gods : in his hand are all the corners of 
the earth, and the strength of the hills is his also. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

The sea is his, and he made it, and his hands 
prepared the dry land : O come, let us worship, 
and fall down, and kneel before the Lord our 
Maker, for he is the Lord our God, and we are 
the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
hand. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

To-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of 
temptation in the wilderness : when your fathers 
tempted me, proved me, and saw my works. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I wilt give you rest. 

Forty years long was I grieved with this gene- 
ration, and said, ft is a people that do err in 
their hearts, for they have not known my ways : 
unto whom I s ware in my wrath, that they should 
not enter into my rest. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Glory be. 

Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Hymk. Jam lucis orto sidere. 

Now that the sun is gleaming bright 

Implore we, bending low, 
That he the uncreated light 

May guide us as we go. 
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No sinful word nor deed of -wrong, 
Nor thoughts that idly roye, 

But Bimple truth be on our tongue 
And in our hearts be love. 

And while the hours in order flow, 

O Christ, securely fence 
Our gates beleaguered by the foe, 

The gate of every sense. 

And grant that to thine honour, Lord, 

Our daily toil may tend, 
That we begin it at thy word, 

And in thy favour end. 

And lest proud flesh with licence rude 
Should lord it o'er the mind : 

Let thrift of daily drink and food 
The proud flesh firmly bind. 

All praise to God the Father be, 

And to the Only Son, 
Thrice Blessed Spirit, praise to thee, 

Eternal Three in One. Amen. 

The following Hymn shall be said or sung when Mai 
is said over night. 

Lord of eternal purity, 

Who dost the world with light adorn, 
And paint the tracks of azure sky 

With lovely hues of eve and morn ; 

Who didst command the sun to light 
His fiery wheel's effulgent blaze, 

Didst set the moon her circuit bright, 
The stars their ever-winding maze ; 

That, each within its ordered sphere, 
They might divide the night from day, 

And of the seasons through the year 
The well-remembered signs display j 

Scatter our night, eternal God, 
And kindle thy pure beam within ; 
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Free us from guilt's oppressive load, 
And break the deadly bonds of sin. 

Father of mercies, hear our cry, 

Hear us, O sole-begotten Son, 
Who with the Holy Ghost most high 

Beignest while endless ages run. Amen. 

3lnt. Christ is able to save. 

PSALM Yin. Domine, Dominiu noster. 

OLORD our Governour, how excellent is thy 
Name in all the world : thou that hast set 
thy glory above the heavens ! 

Out of the mouths of very babes and suck- 
lings hast thou ordained strength, because of 
thine enemies: that thou mightest still the 
enemy, and the avenger. 

For I will consider thy heavens, even the 
works of thy fingers ! the moon and the stars, 
which thou hast ordained. 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him : 
and the son of man, that thou visitest him P 

Thou madest him lower than the angels : to 
crown him with glory and worship. 

Thou makest him to have dominion of the 
works of thy hands : and thou hast put all things 
in subjection under his feet : 

All sheep and oxen : yea, and the beasts of 
the field; 

The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea : 
and whatsoever walketh through the paths of the 



Our Lord our Governour : how excellent is 
thy Name in all the world I 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is no^, axA «*«t 
shall be : world without end. Amen.. 
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PSALM XIX. Cceli enarrani. 

THE heavens declare the glory of God : and 
the firmament showeth his handy work. 

One day telleth another : and one night cer- 
tifieth another. 

There is neither speech nor language : but 
their voices are heard among them. 

Their sound is gone out into all lands : and 
their words into the ends of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : 
which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his 
chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run hit 
course. 

It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the 
heaven, and runneth about unto the end of it 
again : and there is nothing hid from the heat 
thereof. 

The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, con- 
verting the soul : the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple. 

The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice 
the heart: the commandment of the Lord is 
pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. 

The fear of the Lord is clean, and enduretn 
for ever : the judgments of the Lord are true, 
and righteous altogether. 

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold : sweeter also than honey* 
and the honey-comb* 

Moreover, by them is thy servant taught* 
and in keeping of them there is great reward. 

Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse 
thou me from my secret faults. 

Keep thy servant also from presumptuous 
sins, lest they get the dominion over me : sc 
shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the 
great offence. 
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Lei the Words of my mouth, and the medita- 
tion of my heart : be alway acceptable in thy 
sight. 

O Lord : my strength, and my redeemer. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and erer 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

PSALM XXIV. Domini est terra. 

THE earth is the Lord's, and all that therein 
is : the compass of the world, and they 
that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas : and 
prepared it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord : or 
who shall rise up in his holy place P 

Even he that hath clean hands, and a pure 
heart : and that hath not lift up his mind unto 
vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neighbour. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lord : 
and righteousness from the God of his salva- 
tion. 

This is the generation of them that seek him : 
even of them mat seek thy face, O Jacob. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift 
up, ye everlasting doors : and the King of glory 
shall come in. 

"Who is the King of glory : it is the Lord 
strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in 
battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be Yd lift 
np, ire everlasting doors : and the Tttng of glory 
shall come in. 

Who is the King of glory : even the Lord of 
hosts, he is the King of glory. 

Glory be to the Father, and to thfe &fll *. *sA 
to the Holy Ghost; 
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As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

£nt. Christ is able to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God bj him : seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for them. 

*f. Wherein standeth the glory of God P 
fy. In the free forgiveness of sins, of his clear 
mercy only. 

OUR Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thj will 
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass 
against us: 

*f. And lead us not into temptation. 
iyr. But deliver us from evil. 

f Here shall follow the Proper Lessons with their 
Responsories during Holy Week and Easter, p. 16. 
But on ordinary days throughout the year Matins 
shall conclude as follows : 

HHessing. The everlasting Father bless us 
with his blessing everlasting. 
Up. Amen. 

First Lesson. 

Isa. xi. 1. 

THERE shall come forth a rod out of the 
stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots : and the Spirit of the Lord shall 
rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; 
and shall make him of quick understanding in 
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the fear of the Lord : and he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after 
the hearing of his ears : but with righteousness 
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity 
for the meek of tne earth : and he shall smite 
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. 
And righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 
Thus saith the Lord ; Turn unto me, and 
ye shall be saved. 

I^jr. If when we were enemies we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son, much more being recon- 
ciled we shall be saved by his life, by whom we have 
now received the Atonement. 

^. Not only so, but we also joy in God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

By whom we have now received the Atonement. 

IBlcsafog. God, the Son of God, vouchsafe to 
bless and succour us. 
R?. Amen. 

Second Lesson. 

S. Luke i. 26. 

THE Angel Gabriel was sent from God unto 
a city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a 
virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, 
of the house of David ; and the virgin's name 
was Mary. And the Angel came in unto her, 
and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, 
the Lord is with thee : blessed art thou among 
women. And when she saw him she was trou- 
bled at his saying, and cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this should be. AaA^b& 
Angel said unto her, Fear not, Maxy •, iot ^Sfcssa 
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The noble army of Martyrs : praise thee. 

The holy Church throughout all the world 
doth acknowledge thee ; 

The Father : of an infinite Majesty ; 

Thine honourable, true : and only Son ; 

Also the HolyGhost : the Comforter. 

Thou art the Kin* of Glory : O Christ. 

Thou art the everlasting Son : of the Father. 

When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man : 
thou didst not abhor the Virgin's womb. 

When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of 
death : thou didst open the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. 

Thou sittest at the right hand of God : in the 
Glory of the Father. 

We believe that thou shalt come : to be our 
Judge. 

We therefore pray thee, help thy servants : 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious 
Blood. 

Make them to be numbered with thy Saints : 
in glory everlasting. 

O Lord, save thy people : and bless thine he- 
ritage. 

Govern them : and lift them up for ever. 

Day by day : we magnify thee ; 

And we worship thy jS"ame : ever world with- 
out end. 

Vouchsafe, O Lord : to keep us this day with- 
out Bin. 

O Lord, have mercy upon us : have mercy 
upon us. 

O Lord, let thy mercy lighten upon us : as 
our trust is in thee. 

O Lord, in thee have I trusted : let me never 
be confounded. 

*?. The earth, O Lord, is full of thy mercy. 

Up. O teach me thy statutes. 
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Tf In the season of Advent, and from Septuagesima to 
Easter, instead of Te Deum shall be said Miserere 
as follows, all kneeling : 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father. 

3lnt. Remember not. 

PSALM LI. Miserere mei, Deus. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
great goodness : according to the multi- 
tude of thy mercies do away mine offences. 

Wash me throughly from my wickedness : 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my faults : and my sin is 
ever before me. 

Against thee only have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight : that thou mightest be 
justified in thy saying, and clear when thou art 
judged. 

Behold, I was shapen in wickedness : and in 
sin hath my mother conceived me. 

But lo, thou requirest truth in the inward 
parts : and shalt make me to understand wisdom 
secretly. 

Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall 
be clean : thou shalt wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. 

Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness : 
that the bones which thou hast broken may re- 
joice. 

Turn thy face from my sins : and put out all 
my misdeeds. 

Make me a clean heart, O God : and teosra ** 
right spirit within me. 
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Cast me not away from thy presence : and 
take not thy Holy Spirit from me. 

O pive me the comfort of thy help again : and 
stabhsh me with thy free Spirit. 

Then shall I teach thy ways unto the wicked : 
and sinners shall be converted unto thee.' 

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou 
that art the God of my health : and my tongue 
shall sing of thy righteousness. 

Thou shalt open my lips, O Lord : and my 
mouth shall show thy praise. 

For thou desirest no sacrifice, else would I 
give it thee : but thou delightest not in burnt- 
offerings. 

The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit : a 
broken and contrite heart, O God, shalt thou not 
despise. 

O be favourable and gracious unto Sion : 
build thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifice 
of righteousness, with the burnt- offer in gs and 
oblations : then shall they offer young bullocks 
upon thine altar. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

ftnttpfpn. Eemember not, O Lord God, our 
old sins, but have mercy upon us, and that soon : 
for we are come to great misery. Help us, 
God of our Salvation, for the glory of thy Name : 
O deliver us and be merciful unto our sins, for 
thy Name's sake. Let not the wicked say: 
Where is now their God P So we, that are tny 
people, and the sheep of thy pasture, shall give 
thee thanks for ever : and will always be showing 
forth thy praise from generation to generation. 
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Let us pray. 

DO away our offences, we beseech thee, O 
Lord, according to thy great mercy : 
Cleanse us and wash us whiter than snow from 
our sins, wherein we have done evil in thy sight. 
Our humble and contrite hearts despise not thou, 
O Lord, but renew within us thine Holy Spirit ; 
that we may be enabled to tell of thy praise, 
and being strengthened and confirmed by thy 
free Spirit the Comforter we may at length at- 
tain to the heavenly Jerusalem : through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father. 



PROPER LESSONS FOR TI 
SEASON. 



|Jalm Sunbag. 
First Lesson. 

Yen. Bede : Serm. xix. in Lent. 

rPHK Mediator between God and men, 
A man Christ Jesus, having descended to e 
from heaven to suffer for the salvation of 
human race, when the hour of his Passion <3 
nigh willed to draw nigh to the place of his '. 
sion ; that even hereby it might be manifest 
he suffered not unwillingly but of his 
accord. He willed to sit upon an ass, am 
be hailed as king by the multitude, and t< 
praised: that being taught by this every 
might know that this was the Christ wl 
coming in this guise the prophecy of old 
announced. 

fy. Behold, we go up to Jerusalem, and all tl 
that are written by the prophets concerning the 
of man shall be accomplished ; for he shall be deln 
unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked and des 
fully intreated, and spitted on ; and they shall sor 
him and put him to death. s. l u > 
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~f. Mine enemies speak evil of me : When shall he 
die and his name perish ? Let the sentence of guilti- 
ness proceed against him. Pa. xii. 6 , & 

And all things that are written by the prophets 
concerning the Son of man shall be accomplished ; 
for he shall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall 
be mocked and despitefully intreated and spitted on ; 
and they shall scourge him and put him to death. 



Second Lesson. 

HE willed to come five days before tiie Pass- 
over, as we learn from the Gospel of 
John, that even by this he might show that he 
was the Immaculate Lamb who should take 
away the sins of the world. For the Paschal 
Lamb, by the sacrifice of which the people of 
Israel was freed from Egyptian bondage, was 
ordered to be carried home five days before the 
Passover, that is, on the tenth day of the month ; 
and to be sacrificed on the actual day of the 
Passover, that is, on the fourteenth day of the 
month at even, foreshadowing him who being 
about to redeem us with his Blood, came five 
days before the Passover, that is, to-day, into 
the temple of God with great joy and gladness 
of those going before, and those following after, 
and was daily teaching in it. 

B/. In the tenth day of this month they shall take to 
them every man a lamb, according to the house of their 
fathers, and ye shall keep it until the fourteenth day 
of the same month : and the whole assembly of th& 
congregation of Israel shall kill it in tta eveorav^. 

C 
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^. The feast of unleavened bread drew nigh, which 
if called the Passover. s. Lnk« xz&. i. 

And the whole assembly of the congregation of Is- 
rael shall kill it in the evening. 



Third Lesson. 

AT length, at the end of the fifth day, when 
he had finished the rites of the ancient Pass- 
over which had been kept to this time and had 
delivered to his disciples new rites which should 
henceforward be observed, having eone out into 
the Mount of Olives he was seized by the Jews, 
and was crucified in the morning ; and he re- 
deemed us from the power of the devil on the 
very day on which the ancient people of the He- 
brews cast off the yoke of Egyptian bondage by 
the sacrifice of the Lamb. Therefore the Lord, 
five days before the beginning of his Passion, 
drew nigh to the scene of it ; to signify that it 
was he of whom Isaiah prophesied, — "JET* u 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeik not ku 
mouth." 

B/. After threescore and two weeks Messiah shall 
be cut off, but not for himself: and in the midst of 
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation 
to cease. nto.!*.*. 

*f. The Son of man shall be betrayed unto the 
chief priests and scribes, and they shall condemn hn* 
to death. *.vb*uxs.i' 
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Messiah shall be cut off, but not for himself: and 
in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice 
and the oblation to cease. 



NOCTtTBN II. 

3lnt. Bide on, because of the word of truth, of 
meekness, and of righteousness. 

Psalm: xlv. Eructavit cor meum, 

MY heart is inditing of a good matter : I speak 
of the things wnich i have made unto the 
King. 

My tongue is the pen : of a ready writer. 

Thou art fairer than the children of men : full 
of grace are thy lips, because God hath blessed 
thee for ever. 

Gird thee with thy sword upon thy thigh, O 
thou most Mighty : according to thy worship 
and renown. 

Good luck have thou with thine honour : ride 
on, because of the word of truth, of meekness, 
and righteousness, and thy right hand shall 
teach thee terrible things. 

Thy arrows are very sharp, and the people 
shall be subdued unto thee : even in the midst 
among the Sing's enemies. 

Thy seat, O God, endureth for ever : the 
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

Thou hast loved righteousness, ana hated ini- 
quity : wherefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above tlry 
fellows. 

All thy garments smell of myrrVi, &\ofe& % «&&. 
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cassia : out of the ivory palaces, whereby 
have made thee glad. 

Kings' daughters were among thy honour, 
women : upon thy right hand did stand the Qji 
in a vesture of gold, wrought about with 6xs 
colours. 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, incl 
thine ear : forget also thine own people, and t 
father's house. 

So shall the King have pleasure in thy beaut} 
for he is thy Lord God, and worship the 
him. 

And the daughter of Tyre shall be there witi 
a gift : like as the rich also among the peoplt 
shall make their supplication before thee. 

The King's daughter is all glorious within : 
her clothing is of wrought gold. 

She shall be brought unto the King in raiment 
of needlework : the virgins that be her fellows 
shall bear her company, and shall be brought 
unto thee. 

With joy and gladness shall they be brought : 
and shall enter into the King's palace. 

Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have chil- 
dren : whom thou mayest make princes in all 
lands. 

I will remember thy Name from one genera- 
tion to another : therefore shall the people give 
thanks unto thee, world without end. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost 5 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. ' 

3lnt. Eide on, because of the word of truth, rf 
meekness, and of righteousness. 

jt. Thou shalt go upon the lion, and adder. 
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Ip. The young lion and the dragon shaft thou tread 
under thy feet. p.. xe L 

Our Father. 

~f~. And lead us not into temptation ; 

1\7. But deliver us from eyiL 



Fourth Lesson. 

S. Chrysostom : Serm. on S. Matt. 

When they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were 
come to Bethphage, unto the Mount of Olives, then 
sent Jesus two disciples, saying unto them, G-o into 
the village over against you, and straightway ye shall 
find an ass tied, and a colt with her j loose them, and 
bring them unto me, &c 8 . m»u. xxi. 1. 

IK this deed Jesus accomplished a double 
prophecy, the one in the act, the other in the 
words : in act, inasmuch as he sat upon the ass ; 
in words, because it was written by Zechariah 
that he should sit upon the ass like a king. 
When therefore he had accomplished the deed, 
as it was written, he himself furnished the ele- 
ments of a second prophecy, in signifying by his 
very actions what things should hereafter come 
to pass. For that event signified the call of the 
unclean Gentiles, and how he should rest on 
them, and thej should come and adore him: 
thus did prophecy succeed to prophecy. But to 
me he seemeth to have sat upon the ass not for 
that reason alone, but also with the intention of 
training us in the philosophy of life. TW* *fc» 
one ana the same time he aroomp\\%\ie<i^fe\rc<^ 
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phecies, lie instilled the teaching of the truth, 
and he afforded and confirmed by example the 
precepts of our life. For he layeth down the 
rule to ns that we should not require more than 
necessity demandeth. 

Ityf. The sceptre shall not depart from Judah until 
Shiloh come, and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be ; binding his foal unto the vine and his 
ass's colt unto the choice Tine. G«n.xHx.ie. 

"f. Blessed is the King of Israel that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. s. John x&. u. 

Binding his foal unto the vine and his ass's colt unto 
the choice vine. 



Fifth Lesson. 

BUT let us look now into the prophecy not so 
much of the words as of the things. What 
therefore is it ? " Behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee, meek, and sitting upon an ass, and a coU 
the foal of an ass" JN ot driving his chariot as 
other kings do, not demanding tribute, not elate 
with pride nor escorted by his body-guard, but 
in everything showing great humility. Let the 
Jew be asked which of his kings ever entered 
Jerusalem on an ass. Certainly they cannot say 
that any of them ever did so, unless it be Christ. 
He acted thus, in order, as we have said above, 
to signify the future in a figure. For here the 
Church and the New people, formerly unclean, 
are signified by the foal, , which> was made clean 
after Jeans had rested uponit^evn^^^itnisk 
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all pollution. Mark how exactly the image is 
preserved. The disciples loose the beasts. Thus 
both we and they were called by the Apostles 
and led to Christ ; and our faith has provoked 
them to jealousy. Therefore the ass is seen to 
follow her foal ; inasmuch as, after Christ shall 
have sat among the Gentiles, the Israelites being 
provoked to jealousy shall come in, which Paul 
-signified when he said : " Blindness in part is 
happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in, and so all Israel shall be saved" 

B/. Jesus said unto them : G-o and ye shall find an 
ass tied and a colt with her j loose them and bring 
them unto me : and if any man say ought unto you 
ye shall say, The Lord hath need of them, and 
straightway he will send them. s. Matt. x%i. s, 3. 

^f. All the beasts of the forest are mine, and so 
are the cattle upon a thousand hills. p*. 1. 10. 

And if any man say ought unto you ye shall say, 
The Lord hath need of them, and straightway he will 
send them. 



Sixth Lesson. 

COJSTSIDEE too of how humble a spirit the 
Jews were at that time ; for although they 
had seen his many miracles they never admired 
him so much as now, and after they beheld the 
multitude run together they marvelled greatly. 
For we read that the whole city was moved, 
Baying, " Who is this P" And the multitude said, 
" This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Ga- 
lilee." Thus when they endeavoxxte&to \j&* wssaa 
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high title respecting him, their humble expres- 
sion sank on the ground. These things he did, 
not to display himself in this procession, but 
partly to accomplish the prophecy, as we said, 
and to instruct our life ; partly that the disciples 
who witnessed these things might hence espe- 
cially receive consolation for his death when they 
saw that he could in no respect be hurt against 
his will. Admire this also, how both by Zecha- 
riah and by David all this was most minutely 
foretold. Thus therefore let us too act : let us 
both sing his praises, and let us deliver our gar- 
ments in the way to those who bear him. For 
of what pardon shall we be worthy, if while some 
of them laid their garments on the ass for the 
sake of Christ who was about to sit upon her, 
others strewed their garments under the feet of 
the ass, — yet we seeing him naked hesitate to 
spend anything of what we have in store for him, 
and while some of them go before and others 
follow after, we repel him as he advances to us 
and hold him in contempt P Of what punish- 
ment thinkest thou that this is worthy r Thy 
Lord cometh to thee in need: thou not only re- 
fusest to listen to his entreaty, but dost even 
accuse him and load him with reproaches. 

tyr. Eejoice greatly, O daughter of Sion ; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem : behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee ; he is just and having salvation, lowly and 
riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Zecfc.lx.fc 

'f. Jesus, when he had found a young ass mk 
thereon, as it is written. s. John xu. it 

Behold, thy King cometh unto thee j he is just and 
having salvation, lowly and riding upon an ass and 
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upon a colt the foal of an ass. — Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Sion ; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem : 
behold, thy King cometh unto thee ; he is just and 
haying salvation, lowly and riding upon an ass and a 
colt the foal of an ass. 



NOCTTJEN ITL 

lint. He will keep the feet of his saints, and 
the wicked shall be silent in darkness. 

SONG OP HANNAH. 
1 Sam. ii. 1. 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord : mine horn 
is exalted in the Lord. 

My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies : 
because I rejoice in thy salvation. 

There is none holy as the Lord, for there is 
none beside thee : neither is there any rock like 
our God. 

Talk no more so exceeding proudly : let not ar- 
rogancy come out of your mouth. 

For the Lord is a God of knowledge : and by 
him actions are weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken : and 
they that stumbled are girded with strength. 

They that were full have hired out themselves 
for bread : and they that were hungry ceased. 

So that the barren hath born seven : and she 
that hath many children is waxed feeble. 

The Lord killeth and maketh alive : he bring- 
eth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

The Lord maketh poor and msfce^ fu&. \ V*> 
bringeth low and lifteth up. 
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He raiseth up the poor out of the dust : 
lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, 

To set them among the princes : and to 3 
them inherit the throne of glory. 

For the pillars of the earth are the Lo 
and he hath set the world upon them. 

He will keep the feet of his saints, am 
wicked shall oe silent in darkness : fo 
strength shall no man prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be bi 
to pieces : out of heaven shall he thunder 
them. 

The Lord shall judge the ends of the « 
and he shall give strength unto his king : 
exalt the horn of his Anointed. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

£nt. He will keep the feet of his saints 
the wicked shall be silent in darkness. 

^f. Behold, the hour is come. 

fy. And the Son of man shall be glorified. 

Our Father. 

~f. And lead us not into temptation. 

ty. But deliver us from evil. 



Seventh Lesson. 

Bp. Andrewes : Serm. iii. in Lent. 

And being in Bethany, in the house of £ 
the leper, as he sat at meat, there came a womai 
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ing an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard, very 
precious; and she broke the box and poured it on 
his head, &c. s. Mark *1t. a. 

FROM this happy conjunction of Mary's good 
work and Judas' evil speech this nrst con- 
sideration offereth itself, nothing pleasant, but 
wholesome and requisite to be called to mind of 
all that mean to do well : that things well done 
shall be evil taken, and often good affections 
nave no good constructions, and that received 
with the left hand which is reached with the 
right. For this her act that was well done, if 
Christ knew what it was to do well, yet we see 
it is disdained, grudged at, and she molested for 
it. "Whence we learn, — Be a thing done to never 
so good purpose, yet some Judas will mutter and 
malign, and come forth with his " To what pur- 
pose r Some Judas will cast his dead fly into 
Mary Magdalene's box of ointment. 

I^f. A woman in the city which was a sinner 
brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at 
the feet of Jesus weeping, and began to wash his feet 
with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her 
head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the 
ointment. s. Luke t«. 87. 

^t. Do not tears run down the cheeks ? The prayer 
of the humble pierceth the clouds ; and till it come 
nigh he will not be comforted, and will not depart 
till the most High shall behold. eccIim. m». u. 

She stood at the feet of Jesus weeping, and began 
to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with 
the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed 
them with the ointment. 
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Eighth Lesson. 

NO one creature had so good experience of 
this as this poor woman had. Three spy- | 
cial virtues of hers the Gospels record, and in 
every one of the three she was repined at. First, 
when in the bitterness of her soul she showed 
her repentance with tears, Simon the Pharisee 
did what he could to disgrace her. Secondly, 
when in an hungry desire to receive comfort by 
the word of grace she showed her devotion in 
sitting at Christ's feet, Martha, her own sister, 
made complaint of her. And now here again 
the third time, when in an honest regard of ner 
duty she showeth her thankfulness for comfort 
received, Christ's own disciples both grudge and 
speak against her. So that if she washeth his 
feet with tears, it contents not ; if she anoint his 
head with balm, it is matter of dislike ; if she 
sit still and say nothing, it is all one ; still Mary 
is found fault with, ever her doings stand awry. 
This is the lot and portion of all those who wifl 
follow in her steps. 

H?. Judas said which should betray him, Why was 
not this ointment sold for three hundred pence and 
given to the poor ? Jesus said, The poor always ye 
have with you, but me ye have not always, s. JokasH.i 

~f. Moses spake unto Israel in the wilderness, The 
poor shall never cease out of the land. Dcu xt. u. 

Jesus said, The poor always ye have with you, but 
me ye have not always. 
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Ninth Lesson. 

THIS is their lot, and it serveth us for prac- 
tice : that though we be evil spoken of, yet 
we should not be dismayed or troubled with this 
hard measure, but go on and do as Mary Mag- 
dalene did, not once or twice, but three several 
times one after another ; neither to hold our 
hand, or shut our box, nor spare our ointment, 
if things well done be evil taken. To look, 
not to Judas on earth who disliketh, but to 
Christ in heaven who approveth it, and in all 
three cases made answer for Mary Magdalene 
against Martha, Simon, and Judas, and all her 
accusers : assuring ourselves that it is well done 
and shall be both commended on earth and re- 
warded in heaven. On earth, — for posterity shall 
better like the shedding than the sale of this 
ointment. In heaven, for the day will come 
'* when all perverse judgments shall have judg- 
ment against them," and Mary Magdalene shall 
look cheerfully on him on whom she bestowed 
it, and Judas ruefully behold him from whom 
h& sold it. 

Jty. The first day of the week cometh Mary Mag- 
dalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, 
and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 

S. John zz. I. 

*jf. For love is strong as death. cuit.Ttii.6. 

And seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre. 
— The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene 
early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and 
seeth the stone taken away from the BepuLcnxe. 



so 



Ufanimg frtfort faster* 
First Lesson. 

Pearson : On the Creed. Art. iv. 

BECAUSE God the Son was also the Son of 
man, he was at the same time both mortal 
and eternal : mortal as the Son of man in re- 
spect of his Humanity; eternal as the Son of 
God in respect of his Divinity. The sufferings, 
therefore, of the Messias were the sufferings of 
God the Son ; not that they were the sufferings 
of his Deity* as of which that was incapable, 
but the sufferings of his Humanity, as unto 
which that was inclinable. For although the 
Human nature was conjoined to the Divine, yet 
it suffered as much as if it had been alone ; and 
the Divine as little suffered as if it had not been 
conjoined, because each kept their respective 
properties distinct, without the least confusion 
in their most intimate conjunction. From whence 
at last the Person suffering is reconciled to the 
subject of his Passion ; for God the Son, I 
not only God, but also Man, suffered, tho 
not in his Deity by reason of which he is ti_ 
God, yet in his Humanity by which he, who i 
truly God, is as truly Man. 

B/. If the blood of bulls and of goats sanctineth to 
the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall the 
Blood of Christ purge our conscience from tad 

*Ork». Heb.lt.* 

jf. The Lord spake unto "NLowss «a^^ One kid of 
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the goats, for a sin offering unto the Lord, shall be 
offered. Ntu»t». xxriu. it . 

How much more shall the Blood of Christ purge 
our conscience from dead works. 



Second Lesson. 

AS we believe that the Son of God took upon 
him the nature of man, of which the body 
is a part; so we acknowledge that he took a 
true and real body, so as to become flesh of our 
flesh, bone of our bone. This body of Christ, 
really and truly human, was also frail and 
mortal, as being accompanied with all those 
natural properties which necessarily flow from 
the condition of a frail and mortal body ; and 
though now the same body exalted above the 
highest heavens, by virtue of its glorification, 
be put beyond all possibility of Passion, yet in 
the time of his humiliation it was clothed with 
no such glorious perfection. But as it was sub- 
ject unto — so it felt — weariness, hunger, and 
thirst. "Not was it only liable to those internal 
weaknesses and natural infirmities, but to all 
outward injuries and violent impressions. As 
all our corporal pain consists in that sense which 
ariseth from the solution of the continuity which 
is connatural to the parts of our body, so no 
parts of his sacred body were injuriously vio- 
lated by any outward impression, but he was 
truly and fully sensible of the pain arising from 
that violation. 

ty. The Lord spake unto Moaea, ittgro^'ta. ta& 
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fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover of 
the Lord, and ye shall offer one goat for a sin offering 
to make an atonement for you. Numb. xxjUL w, », a 

Of. Not hy the blood of goats and calves, but by 
his own Blood, Christ entered in once into the holy 
place. Hch.ix.ii 

To make an atonement for you. 



Third Lesson. 

DEEP was that sense and grievous was that 
pain which those scourges produced, when 
the ploughers ploughed upon his Dack and made 
long furrows : the ailaceration of those nervous 
parts created a most sharp and dolorous sensa- 
tion. The coronary thorns did not only express 
the scorn of the imposers by that figure into 
which they were contrived, but did also pierce 
his tender and sacred temples to a multiplicity 
of pains by their numerous acuminations. That 
spear, directed by an impertinent malice, which 
opened his Side, though it brought forth water 
and blood, caused no dolorous sensation, because 
the body was then dead; but the nails which 
pierced his Hands and Feet made another kind 
of impression, while it was yet alive and highly 
sensible. Thus did the body of the Son of man 
truly suffer the bitterness of corporal pains and 
torments, inflicted by violent external impres- 
sions. 

I^T. In one house shall the lamb be eaten : thou 
shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of 
the house, neither shall ye break a bone thereof. 

Rxod.xfl.* 
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y*. When they saw that Jesus was dead already, 
they brake not his legs, that the scripture should be 

fulfilled. S. John six. 88. 

Neither shall ye break a bone thereof. — In one 
bouse shall the lamb be eaten : thou shalt not carry 
forth aught of the flesh abroad out of the house, 
neither shall ye break a bone thereof. 



First Lesson. 

S. Chrysostom : Horn. 80, in S. Matt. xxv. 

After two days was the feast of the Passover and 
of unleavened bread : and the chief priests and the 
scribes sought how they might take Jesus by craft 
and put him to death, &c. s. Mark xw. i. 

BY the " chief priests" are meant those who 
had been of the number of the chief priests. 
What was the design which they meditated? 
To take him by stealth and put him to death. 
Both measures: for they greatly feared the 
people, and therefore they wished to pass over 
the feast-day, saying, "Not on the feast-day " 
For the devil, that the Passion might not be 
openly manifested, wished to put it off to an- 
other time. " Lest there be,** say they, " an up- 
roar of the people." Remark especially that 
what they feared was not God, nor lest there 
should be the greater sin in perpetrating so 
heinous a crime during the actual celebration *& 
the Passover. It was men that they ie&xtti, *&& 

D 



84 TUESDAY BEFORE EASTER. 

an uproar. Being inflamed, however, with anger, 
as soon as they had found a betrayer they 
changed their purpose, as they could not wait, 
and put him to death during the very solemniza- 
tion of the festival. For, as if blinded by lust 
and incensed with passion, as soon as ever the 
opportunity was offered them they executed 
their design. And although he himself, by 
using them for his purpose, turned their villany 
to good, yet not for this reason are they blame- 
less, nor on account of this will they escape con- 
dign punishment ; since they deserve a thousand 
torments for the depravity of their will, because 
at the season when even criminals were loosed 
they willed to slay the innocent one from whom 
they had received infinite benefits without num- 
ber, and who for their sakes seemed awhile to 
neglect the Gentiles. 

fy. The chief priests and the scribes sought how 
they might take Jesus by craft and put him to death, 
bat they said, Not on the feast-day, lest there be an 
uproar of the people. s. Mark sir. 1. 

~f. They that went about to do me evil talked of 
wickedness, and imagined deceit all the day long. 

P*. XXXTiil. u. 

But they said, Not on the feast-day, lest there be 
an uproar of the people. 



Second Lesson. 

Bishop Pearson : On the Creed. Art. iy. 

WHEREAS the Humanity of Christ consist- 
eth of a soul and body, these were the 
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proper subject of his Passion; nor could he 
suffer anything but in both or either of these 
two. For as the Word was made flesh, though 
the Word was never made (as being in the be- 
ginning God), but the flesh, that is, the Hu- 
manity, was made, and the Word assuming it 
became flesh, as saith S. Peter, " Christ suffered 
for us in the flesh " — in that nature oiMan 
which he took upon him ; and so God the Son 
did suffer, not in that nature in which he was 
begotten of the Father before all worlds, but in 
that flesh which by his Incarnation he became. 
For he was "put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit" — suffered in the weakness of 
his Humanity, but rose by the power of his 
Divinity. As he " was mad-e of the seed of David 
according to the flesh" in the language of S. Paul, 
so was he "put to death in the flesh" in the Ian- 

rise of S. Peter ; and as he " was declared to 
the Son of God with power, according to the 
Spirit of holiness" so was he " quickened by the 
Spirit.' Thus the proper subject and recipient 
of our Saviour's Passion, which he underwent 
for us, was that nature which he took from us. 

Tty. Jesus of Nazareth God raised up the third 
day, for it is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. Aeu x. «. 

*f. It is he that hath made the round world so fast 
that it cannot be moved, and he shall judge the people 
righteously. ps.xcti.io. 

For it is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. 
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Third Lesson. 

FAB be it therefore from us to think that the 
Deity which is immutable can suffer— 
which only hath immortality, could die. The 
conjunction with Humanity could put no imper- 
fection upon the Divinity, nor can that infinite 
nature by any external acquisition be any way 
changed m its intrinsic and essential perfections. 
If the bright rays of the sun are thought to in- 
sinuate into the most noisome bodies without 
any pollution of themselves, how can that spi- 
ritual essence contract the least infirmity by any 
union with Humanity P We must neither har- 
bour so low an estimation of the Divine nature 
as to conceive it capable of any diminution, nor 
so mean esteem of the essence of the Word as 
to imagine it subject to the sufferings of the 
flesh which he took, nor yet so groundless an 
estimation of the great mystery of the Incarna- 
tion as to make the properties of one nature mix 
in confusion with the other. 

H?. O daughter of Jerusalem, is there no king in 
thee? For pangs have taken thee as a woman in 
travail. Be in pain and labour to bring forth : for 
now shalt thou be delivered, and the Lord shall re- 
deem thee from the hand of thine enemies. ioc.it. 9. 

*f. Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, 
and to enter into his glory ? s. t*k« **?.». 

For now shalt thou be delivered, and the Lord 
shall redeem thee from the hand of thine enemies — 
daughter of Jerusalem, is titer* tlo king in thee? 



( 



WEDNESDAY BEFOEE EASTEB. 87 

For pangs have taken thee as a woman in travail 
Be in pain and labour to bring forth ; for now shalt 
thou be delivered, and the Lord shall redeem thee 
from the hand of thine enemies. 



SSttouBimg hdoxt Easier. 
First Lesson. 

S. Peter Chrysologus : Serm. 40, on the Good 
Shepherd. 

LET us inquire what is the power, what the 
method of this love, what the cause of this 
death, what the benefits of this Passion. There 
is evidently an unfailing power, a true method, 
a clear cause, benefits undeniable of so precious 
blood. For from this death of the Shepherd 
alone singular virtue shone forth: the Shep- 
herd, for love of the sheep, went to face the 
death which was threatening the sheep, that 
being himself captured he might by new device 
lead captive the Devil, who is the author of 
death ; peing conquered, might conquer ; being 
slain, might punish ; and by dying might open 
to the sheep a way of conquering death. For 
in the first place the Devil, whilst he is aiming 
at man, stumbleth upon God ; whilst he plieth 
his rage on the prisoner, he runneth up against 
the Judge ; he nndeth condign punishment while 
scheming annoyance; receiveth sentence while 
himself m the act of giving it. And in the 
second place Death, who'feedeth on the livs& c& 
mortal men, dieth in devouring tiio life ~,D «&&&*. 
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who swalloweth the prisoners, is himself swal- 
lowed up whilst he attempteth the Author of in- 
nocence ; Death himself, who used to destroy 
all, doth himself perish whilst he essayeth to 
destroy the Salvation of all men. Hear the 
voice of the Shepherd : " My sheep know mg 
voi-ce, and follow me." Those who have followed 
me to death must follow me to life ; those who 
have accompanied me to reproach must accom- 
pany me to honour ; those must share my glory 
who have been sharers of my Passion. " Where 
I am, there shall my servant be also." Where P 
Ah, where indeed but above the heavens, " where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of Ghd" O man, 
be not troubled in faith 5 weary not with hope 
long deferred ; for secure is thy treasure to thee, 
in that it is preserved for thee in the Author of 
the universe himself. 

H?. Ye are a peculiar people, which in time past 
were not a people, but are now the people of God; 
which had not obtained mercy, but now have ob- 
tained mercy. 1 s. Pw. h. 9,10. 

'f. The Lord thy God hath chosen thee to be a 
special people unto himself, because he loved you and 
redeemed you out of the house of bondmen. 

Dent. Til. 6, & 

Which had not obtained mercy, but now have ob- 
tained mercy. 



Second Lesson. 

Bishop Andrewes : Serm. zviii., of the Resurrection. 

TTTITH us Christiana t\aa ^a «"os* •. whatsoever 
V V in us or by xls is "wrowgjak ^aa^Sa ^s»se&% 
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to Grod, it is bo wrought by the virtue of Christ's 
Resurrection. "We have not thought of it, per- 
haps, but most certain it is that it is so. So 
God hath ordained it. Whatsoever evil is truly 
mortified in us, it is so by the power of Christ s 
death, and thither to be referred properly. 
And whatsoever good is revived or brought 
again anew from us, it is all from the virtue of 
Christ's rising again. All do rise — all are raised 
— thence. The same power that did create at 
first, the same it is that makes a new creature. 
The same power that raised Lazarus the brother 
from his grave of stone, the same raised Mary 
Magdalene the sister from her grave of sin. 
From one and the same power both. Which 
keepeth this method ; worketh first to the raising 
of the soul from the death of sin, and after in 
due time to the raising of the body from the 
dust of death. Else what hath the Apostle said, 
all this while. Now this power is inherent in 
the Spirit as the proper subject of it, even the 
eternal Spirit whereby Christ offered himself 
first unto God, and after raised himself from the 
dead. Now as in the texture of the natural 
body ever there goes the spirit with the blood ; 
ever with a vein, the vessel of the one, there 
runs along an artery, the vessel of the other; 
so is it in Christ : his Blood and his Spirit al- 
ways go together. In the Spirit is the power, 
in the power virtually every good work it pro- 
duceth which it was ordained for. If we get the 
Spirit, we cannot fail of the power. Ajad the 
Spirit ever goes with the Blood, which never is 
without it. 

* B/. The congregation of Israel shall take of the 
blood of the lamb, and strike it upon the too «&&- 
posts and on the upper door-post of the Voxxaea, «sA 
the Shod shall be to you for a token. ¥x»&.i&.i » w 



40 WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTEffc. 

f. Being justified by the Blood of Christ, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him. ^w.t.i 

And the Blood shall be to you for a token. 



Third Lesson. 

THIS carries us now to the Blood : the rerj 
shedding whereof upon the Cross firat and 
before all things was of the nature of a price. 
A price — first of our ransom from death, due to 
our sin, through that his satisfaction. A price, 
again, of the purchase he made for us through 
the avail of his merit, which by his testament is 
by him passed over to us. Now then his Blood, 
after it had by the very pouring it out wrought 
these two effects, it ran not waste, but divided 
into two streams. (1.) One into the " Laver qf 
the new birth" our Baptism, applied to us out- 
wardly to take away the spots of our sin. (2.) 
The other into the " Cup of the New Testament 
in his blood" which, inwardly ministered, serveth 
to purge and cleanse the conscience from dead 
works, that so live works may grow up in the 
place ; so to endue us with the Spirit which 
shall enable us with the power to bring them 
forth. " These are the two twin- Sacraments qf 
the Church," saith S. Augustine ; and with us 
there are two rules : one, what the Sacrifice 
offereth, that the Sacrament obtaineth; the 
other, what the Testament bequeatheth, that is 
dispensed in the Holy Mysteries. To draw to 
an end. If this power be in && &$\x\k» and the 
Blood be the vehicle of ^h© &^\t&, W*r xaaw ^ 
partake of this Blood ? It aWW.\>* ottw^S^** 
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straight in " the Cup vf Blessing which we bless in 
his JXame" For "J& not the Cup of Blessing 
which we bless the Communion of the Blood of 
Christ ?" saith S. Paul. Is there any doubt of 
that ? In which Blood of Christ is the Spirit of 
Christ. In which Spirit is all spiritual power ; 
and namely this power which frameth us fit to 
the works of the Spirit, which Spirit we are all 
made there to drink of. 

iyr. When the disciples saw Jesus, they worshipped 
him j and Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 

8.Matt.aocviU.I7. 

'f. Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of 
Zioru Ft. n. e. 

All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 
— When the disciples saw Jesus, they worshipped 
him ; and Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, 
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 



First Lesson. 

S. Chrysostom : Serm. i. in Fasche. 

^O-DAY, dearly beloved brethren, our Lord 
Jesus Christ was betrayed \ for «& e*«tis&& 
on this day the Jews seized him. woA. d&pguta^ 
But sorrow not for Christ, when -yoM^v»«c oS. ^^ 
betrayal Bather, I pray you, aoxtow «aA \*k- 



r 
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terlv mourn, not for the betrayed one, but for 
Judas the betrayer. For he who was betrayed 
saved the world ; but the betrayer lost his own 
soul. He who was betrayed sitteth at the right 
hand of the Father in heaven ; the betrayer is 
now in hell bearing his inevitable punishment. 
For his sake mourn and lament ; for his sake let 
your tears flow; for it was for his sake that 
Christ wept. For when he had looked upon him 
he was troubled in spirit, and said, " One of you 
shall betray me.*' 

Ity. When Jesus had dipped the sop he gave it to 
Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon : and after the sop 
Satan entered into him. s. John xiiL m. 

"f. Let their table be made a snare to take them- 
selves withal; and let the things that should have 
been for their wealth be unto them an occasion of 
felling. *.«*.» 

And after the sop Satan entered into him. 



Second Lesson. 

THE Passover was formerly a Jewish rite, 
but now it is done away with, and the spi- 
ritual Passover hath come which Christ delivered 
For as they were eating and drinking he took 
bread, and brake it, and said, " This is my Body, 
which is broken for you for the remission of sins" 
The initiated know what I am speaking about 
And again, he took the cup, saying, " This is my 
Blood, which is shed for many for the remission 
qffitns." Judas was present Wtatfi Christ thus 
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spake : " This is the Body which thou hast sold, 
Judas, for thirty pieces of silver, for which thou 
hast shamelessly bargained with the wicked Pha- 
risees." O bountiful lore of Christ ! O folly 
and madness of Judas ! For Judas sold him for 
thirty pieces of silver, whereas Christ did not 
refuse even after this to give to the seller for 
the remission of sins, had he himself willed it, 
this very Blood which was sold. Judas was pre- 
sent, and was a partaker of the Holy Taole. 
For just as Christ washed the feet of. him as he 
washed the feet of the other disciples, even so 
also was he partaker of the Holy Table, that he 
might have no place for excuse, should he per* 
severe in his obstinacy. For all things that 
were in his possession had the Lord given and 
offered to him, but he remained firm m his evil 
design. 

iyr. Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, and brake 
it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which 
is given for you j this do in remembrance of me. 

8. Lok« xzil. 19. 

"f* When your children shall say unto you, What 
mean ye by this service ? ye shall say, It is the sacri- 
fice of the Lord's Passover. j&c. xii. se. 

This do in remembrance of me. 



Third Lesson. 

BUT at length it is time for drawing near to 
this fearful Table. Let us ikexeforfc *& 
draw near with befitting care and w&\ida£vi\&£»&. 
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Let there be no Judas any more, no wicked per- 
son, none tainted with poison, or implying one 
thing with his lips while he holds back another 
thing in his heart. Christ is present ; and now 
he who made that Table ready doth himself even 
now furnish this. For it is not man who cauaeth 
that the gifts become the Body and the Blood of 
Christ, but Christ himself who was crucified for 
us. The priest standeth accomplishing the figure, 
reciting the words ; but the power and the grace 
are of God. "TkisismyBodySsaiikhe. This 
word re-ordereth what lieth here. And in like 
.manner as that voice, " Increase and multiply 
and replenish the earth" was spoken once, but 
throughout all time in effect giveth power to 
our race for the procreation of children, even so 
this voice also being once uttered doth in the 
churches at every single Table, from that time 
even till to-day and unto his coming, make the 
sacrifice complete. 

iyr. Jesus took the Cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them : and they all drank of it 
And Jesus said unto them, This is my Blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for many. a. Mark rfr. a. 

^. Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the 
people, and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, 
which the Lord hath made with you. Ss.nb.ft> 

And Jesus said unto them, This is my Blood of the 
New Testament, which is shed for many— Jesus took 
the Cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them and they all drank of it. And Jesus said unto 
them, This is my Blood of the New Testament, which 
is shed for many. 
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NOCTUEN II. 

Stat If I your Lord and Master have washed 
jour feet, ye also ought to wash one another's 

feet. 8. John xlll. 14. 

Psazjc zL Expectant expectavi. 

I WAITED patiently for the Lord : and he 
inclined unto me, and heard my calling;. 

He brought me also out of the horrible pit, 
out of the mure and clay : and set my feet upon 
the rock, and ordered my goings. 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth : 
even a thanksgiving unto our God. 

Many shall see it, and fear : and shall put 
their trust in the Lord. 

Blessed is the man that hath set his hope in 
the Lord : and turned not unto the proud, and 
to such as go about with lies. 

Lord my God, great are the wondrous works 
which thou hast done, like as be also thy thoughts 
which are to us- ward : and yet there is no man 
that ordered them unto thee. 

If I should declare them, and speak of them : 
they should be more than I am able to express. 

Sacrifice, and meat-offering, thou wouldest not : 
but mine ears hast thou opened. 

Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast thou 
not required : then said I, Lo, I come, 

In the volume of the book it is written of me, 
that I should fulfil thy will, O my God : I am 
content to do it ; yea, thy law is within my heart. 

1 have declared thy righteousness in the great 
congregation : lo, I will not refrain my lips, O 
Lord, and that thou knowest. 

I have not hid thy righteousness mftun tjtj 
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Heart : my talk hath been of thy truth, and of 
thy salvation. 

1 have not kept back thy loving mercy and 
truth : from the great congregation. 

Withdraw not thou thy mercy from me, 
Lord : let thy lovingkindness and thy truth alway 
preserve me. 

For innumerable troubles are come about me : 
my sins have taken such hold upon me that I am 
not able to look up : yea, they are more in num- 
ber than the hairs of my head, and my heart 
hath failed me. 

O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver me : 
make haste, O Lord, to help me. 

Let them be ashamed, and confounded toge- 
ther, that seek after my soul to destroy it : let 
them be driven backward, and put to rebuke, 
that wish me evil. 

Let them be desolate, and rewarded with 
shame : that say unto me, Fie upon thee, fie 
upon thee. 

Let those that seek thee be joyful and glad in 
thee : and let such as love thy salvation say al- 
way, The Lord be praised. 

As for me, I am poor and needy : but the 
Lord careth for me. 

Thou art my helper and redeemer : make no 
long tarrying, O my God. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to 
the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

&nt. If I your Lord and Master have washed 
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's 

feet. 8.Johasffl.M. 

"f. Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and I shall 
be clean. 
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iyr. Thou shaft wash me, and I shall be whiter 
than snow. 

Our Father. 

T/t. And lead us not into temptation. 

iyr. But deliver us from evil. 



Fourth Lesson. 

S. Leo : Serm. vii., on the Passion. 

IN beginning, dearly beloved, to consider once 
more the History of our Lord's Passion in 
the Gospel, we understand that it was ordained 
in the deliberate counsel of God that the sacri- 
legious rulers of the Jews and the wicked priests, 
who had often sought occasion of venting their 
cruelty on Jesus, should receive no power of ex- 
ercising their malice except on the Feast of the 
Passover. For it was fitting that things which 
had been foretold in mystical figure, should find 
a clear and evident accomplishment: that the 
figurative lamb should give place to the true 
lamb, and that the repetition of the many victims 
should be merged in the fulness of the One Sa- 
crifice. To the intent therefore that the shadows 
might give way to the body and the figures cease 
in presence of the reality, the ancient observance 
is abolished in the new rite ; victim changes into 
the Victim ; the shedding of blood is taken away 
by the Blood ; and the Festival of the Law finds 
its fulfilment in the change. For at the beginning 
of the Paschal Feast they whose office it was to 
deck the temple, to cleanse the vessels, to \rco- 
vide the victims and to pay special attexAftona. ta 
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the legal purifications, having conceived the mad- 
ness of parricidal hate, throw their whole ener- 
gies into one deed and conspire with unanimous 
cruelty for one crime alone. What were they 
likely to effect by the punishment of innocence 
and the condemnation of Justice, except that in 
violating the old law they should fail to under- 
stand the mysteries of the new? 

B/. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male 
of the first year ; ye shall take it out from the sheep 
or from the goats ; and when I see the Blood I will 
pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you 
to destroy you. Bxod. xu. s, u. 

"p. Which are a shadow of things to come, but the 
Body is of Christ. coi. ti. 17. 

And when I see the Blood I will pass over you, and 
the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you. 



Fifth Lesson. 

WHEN therefore the rulers took measures 
for preventing an uproar of the people on 
the holy day, they were intent, not on devotion, 
but on the perpetration of their wickedness, nor 
was this diligence the handmaid of religion, but 
of crime, for the energetic chief priests and 
anxious priests were fearful of tumults on the 
principal day of the feast, not lest the people 
should commit sin, but lest Christ should escape. 
But Jesus being stedfastly fixed in his purpose, 
and calmly intent on the work of his Father's 
counsel, brought the Old Testament to its ao- 
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complishment and. instituted the New Passover. 
For when the disciples had prepared themselves 
for eating the mystic rapper, whilst the question 
was being debated in the hall of Caiaphas as 
to how Christ might be put to death, he, insti- 
tuting the Sacrament or his Body and Blood, 
taught what kind of victim ought to be offered 
to God : and even from this mystery he removed 
not the traitor, that he miffht snow how no 
wrong could move him to indignation. There- 
fore when the Lord said, " Verily, I say unto 
you, that one of you shall betray me," he 
showed that the conscience of the betrayer was 
known to him ; and yet he did not confound the 
sinful man by rough or open rebuke, but ap- 
proached him with gentle and silent warning, 
that punishment mi^ht the more easily correct 
one whom no repulsion would have disgraced. 

iyr. Jesus was troubled in spirit, and testified and 
said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you 
shall betray me. Behold, the hand of him that be- 
trayeth me is with me on the table. 

S. John xill. 21 ; S Luke xiii 21. 

"f". Yea, even mine own familiar friend, whom I 
trusted, who did also eat of my bread, hath laid great 
wait for me. Pa.xii.9. 

Behold, the hand of him that betrayeth me is with 
me on the table. 



w 



Sixth Lesson. 

HY, unhappy Judas, dost thou not avail 
thyself of so great kindness $ "Bd&d^ 
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the Lord spareth thy recklessness, nor point 
thee out to any but thyself. Nor is thy nai 
or person detected, but the secrets of thy hej 
alone are touched upon by the word of truth a 
pity. Not the honour of thine Apostolic ord 
not the Communion of the Sacraments is deni 
to thee. Return to the straight path, lay asi 
thy madness and repent. Mercy inviteth, t 
salvation urgeth, the Life recalleth thee 
life. See how thy pure and innocent fello 
disciples tremble at the indication of the crin 
and all fear for themselves, not knowing t 
author of the wickedness, trembling lest the se 
knowledge of each might be less reliable th 
is the foresight of the Truth himself. But the 
amidst this alarm of the saints, dost misuse t 
endurance of the Lord, and thinkest thya 
hidden by thine own audacity. At length t 
Lord, seeing on what crime tne heart of Jud 
was set, saith unto him, " What thou, doest 
quickly" These are the words not of one coi 
manding, but of one suffering ; not of one 
confusion, but of one prepared, who havi 
power over all seasons, showeth that he w 
cause no delay to the betrayer, and that he 
accomplishing the Father's will for the redem 
tion oi the world in such a manner that he m 
ther urged nor shrank from the deed which w 
being prepared by his persecutors. 

H?. Father, those whom thou gavest me I ha 
kept : I kept them in thy name : and for their sak 
I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctifi 
through the truth. s. John xrfi. i% 

"f. Behold, I and the children whom the Lo: 
hath given me. in, ^ 

For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they al 
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might be sanctified through the truth. — Father, those 
whom thou gavest me I have kept : I kept them in 
thy name : and for their sakes I sanctify myself, that 
they also might be sanctified through the truth. 



noctubn in, 

%nt. Thou shalt prepare a table for me, 
against them that trouble me. 

Psalm xxiii. Dominw regit me. 

THE Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I 
lack nothing. 

He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead 
me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth 
in the paths of righteousness, for his Name's 
sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil : for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against 
them that trouble me : thou hast anointed my 
head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 

But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall fol- 
low me all the days of my life : and 1 will dwell 
in the house of the Lord for ever. 

ftnt. Thou shalt prepare a table for me against 
them that trouble me. 

f. Behold the Lamb of God. 

i^jr. Which taketh away the sin of the world. 

Our Father. 

f r . And lead us not into tomipto&oTU 
BJ. But deliver us from eviL 
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Seventh Lesson. 

Bishop Andrewes : Serm. i., of the Passion. 

BY the death of this undefiled Lamb, as by 
the yearly Passover, look for and hope for 
a passage out of Egypt which spiritually is our 
redemption from the servitude of the Power of 
Darkness. And as by the death of the Sacrifice 
we look to be freed from whatsoever evil, so by 
the death of the High Priest look we for and 
hope for restitution to all that is good, — even to 
our forfeited estate in the land of promise, which 
is heaven itself, where is all joy and happiness 
for evermore. 

ty. He was wounded for our transgressions, he 
was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed. it*, uu. f. 

"f. He himself bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we being dead to sins should live unto 
righteousness. 1 8 . Pet. «. at 

The chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed. 



Eighth Lesson. 

NOW inasmuch as his Heart is pierced and 
his Side opened, the onening of the one 
and the piercing of the other is to the end that 
somewhat may flow out. To which end, saith S. 
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Augustine, " the Apostle was well advised when 
he used the word Opening/' for there issued out 
" water and blood" Mark it running out, and 
suffer it not to run waste, but receive it. Of the 
former, — the water, — the Prophet saith that out 
of his pierced Side God " opened a fountain qf 
water to the house of Israel for sin and unclean- 
ness" of the fulness whereof we all have received 
iii the Sacrament of our Baptism. Of the other, 
— the blood, — which the Prophet calleth " the 
blood of the Covenant" (Zech. ix. 11), we may re- 
ceive this day, for it will run in the high and 
holy mysteries of the Body and Blood of Christ. 
There may we be partakers of the flesh of the 
Morning Hart as at this time killed ; there may 
we be partakers of " the Cup of salvation" " the 
precious Blood, which was shed for the remission 
of our sins" Our part it shall be not to account 
" the blood of the Covenant an unholy thing" and 
to suffer it to run in vain for us, but with all due 
regard to receive it so running, for even there- 
fore was it shed. 

iyr. In that day there shall be a fountain opened 
to the house of David and to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem for sin and for uncleanness. zech. iul i. 

*f. One of the soldiers with a spear pierced the 
side of Jesus, and forthwith came thereout blood and 

Water. S. John xix. 34. 

For sin and for uncleanness. 
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Ninth Lesson. 

Bishop Andrewes : Serm. v., on the Resurrection. 

TO end : because we be speaking of a hope i 
be laid up in our bosom, it falleth out vei 
fitly that even at this time the Church offeret 
us a notable pledge and earnest of this hoi 
there to bestow, even the Holy Eucharist, tr 
Flesh wherein our Redeemer was seen and su 
fered and paid the price of our Redemption 
and together with it the Holy Spirit whereby ^ 
are sealed to the great day of our Redemptioi 
To the laying up of which earnest of our hoj 
and interest m all these we are invited at th 
time, even literally, to lodge and lay it up in 01 
bosom. We shall be the nearer our knowledj 
if "we taste and see by it how gracious ti 
Lord is ;" the nearer our hope if an earnest pledf 
of it be laid up within us ; the nearer our R 
demption if we have within us the price of il 
and the nearer our Resurrection, — they be h 
own words, " He that eatetk my Flesh arid drift* 
eth my Blood hath eternal We, and I will rai 
him wp at the last day** ffo dwell we in hi 
and he in us ; we in him by our flesh in him, ai 
he in us by his flesh in us : thereby drawing li 
from him the second as we do death from tl 
first Adam. 

ty. Since by man came death, by man came al 
the Resurrection of the dead : for as in Adam all d 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. i cor. zr. 

"f. Thou turnest man to destruction : again th< 
sayest, Come again, ye children of men. ps.sc 

For as in Adam all die, e^ea bo Ybl CShn&t shall i 
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be made alive. — Since by man came death, by man 
came also the Resurrection of the dead : for as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive. 



First Lesson. 

S. Ghrysostom : Serm. on the Gross. 

TO-DAY Christ our Passover is sacrificed for 
us. Where, I ask, is he sacrificed ? On 
the lofty beam. New is the Altar for this Sa- 
crifice, because the Sacrifice itself is new and 
marvellous. For the same man is both sacri- 
fice and priest ; a sacrifice according to the 
flesh, but a priest according to the spirit. The 
same both offered, and according to the flesh 
was offered. Ajid the Cross was the Altar. But 
why, you will say, is the victim not offered in 
the temple, but outside the city and walls P 
That the saying might be fulfilled, "He was 
numbered with the transgressors" But why is 
he slain on the lofty beam, and not under 
cover P That he might purify the nature of the 
air when the sheep is sacrificed on the high 
place. The earth also was purified, for upon 
her from the Side flowed the blood. Therefore 
it was not under cover, not in the Jewish temple, 
lest the Jews should claim the victim for them- 
selves, or thou mightest t\vmk \3h»fc> iort Kksk 
nation alone was this oblation msAfc. "Sot^ss» 
reason it was outside the city ttn& ^*&»* , 3&»k 
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thou mayest learn that the Sacrifice is universal 
because the Oblation was made for the whole 
earth ; and that the purification also is common, 
not peculiar as with the Jews. 

I^T. They said to Peter, Surely thou art one of 
them : but be began to curse and to swear, saying, I 
know not the man of whom ye speak. s. Mark iIt. 70. 

"f". They that dwell in mine house and my maids 
count me for a stranger : I am an alien in their sight. 

Job six. is. 

He began to curse and to swear, saying, I know not 
the man of whom ye speak. 



Second Lesson. 

WILT thou learn another great work of his ? 
To-day he opened for us the closed gates 
of Paradise. For on this day, at this very hour, 
God admitted thither the thief. To-day he re- 
stored to us our ancient country : to-day he led 
us back to the city of our Father ; for to-day, 
saith he, thou shalt be with me in Paradise. 
What ! Crucified, and nailed, and promise Para- 
dise ! " Even so," saith he, " that on the Cross 
thou mayest learn my power." For because it 
was a sight of woe, in order that thou mightest 
not fix thy thoughts on the nature of the Cross, 
but mightest learn the power of the Crucified, 
upon the Cross he worketh this miracle, which 
especially showeth his power. For not when he 
was raising the dead, not when he was rebuking 
the winds and the sea, not -whan, he was putting 
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the devils to flight, but crucified, pierced with 
nails, loaded witn insults, with spittings, with 
abuse, with reproaches, was he able to change 
the heart of the thief, that thou mayest every- 
wise behold his power. For he stirred creation 
to its depths, and he clave the rocks, but he 
drew to himself the soul of the thief, which was 
yet harder than the rock. 

I\JT. They crucified Jesus and the malefactors, one 
on the right hand and the other on the left. Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do. 

8. Lake rxiil. 33. 

*f. He was numbered with the transgressors, and 
he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for 
the transgressors. i. a . nu. is. 

Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do. 



Third Lesson. 

BUT what, you will say, did the thief do so 
great as to obtain Paradise after the Cross P 
Do you wish me shortly to explain his merits P 
When Peter denied below, he confessed above. 
The disciple did not endure the threats of a 
wretched serving-maid, whereas the thief, with 
the whole multitude before his eyes standing 
round, shouting, bandying blasphemies and ri- 
baldry, paid no heed to them, regarded not the 
present low estate of the Crucified, but, passing 
by all these things with eyes of faith, cast aside 
those miserable hindrances, recognised the Loxd. 
of Heaven, and falling down "before \m ^Sfifc. 
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his heart, said, " Lord, remember me when thou 
contest into thy kingdom" See what great be- 
nefits the Cross was the cause of to us ! Tell 
me, seekest thou a kingdom P What beholdest 
thou in any way resembling UP Nails and a 
Cross are before thine eyes. Ah, yes ! that very 
Cross is the symbol of the kingdom. I call him 
king for the very reason that I behold him cru- 
cified. For it is the duty of a king to die for 
his subjects. He himself said, " The good shep- 
herd layeth down his life for the sheep :" there- 
fore a good king also layeth down his life for his 
subjects. It is, therefore, because he laid down 
his life that I call him king. Remember me, 
Lord, in thy kingdom. 

H?. When they had scourged Jesus, the soldiers 
clothed him in purple, and platted a crown of thorns, 
and put it about bis head, and began to salute him, 
Hail, Xing of the Jews ! and they smote him on the 
head with a reed and did spit upon him. s. Mark zr.17. 

"f". I gave my back to the smiters and my cheeks to 
them that plucked off the hair : I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting. iaa.1.6. 

And they smote him on the head with a reed, and 
did spit upon him. — When they had scourged Jesus, 
the soldiers clothed him in purple, and platted ft 
crown of thorns, and put it about his head and began 
to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews: and they 
smote him on the head with a reed, and did spit upon 
him. 
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NOCTTJBN II. 

Stat. Christ became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the Cross. pui. u. 

BONO OF HEZEKIAH. 
Isaiah xxxviii. 10. 

I SAID in the cutting off of my days, I shall go 
to the gates of the grave : I am deprived of 
the residue of my years. 

I said, I shall not see the Lord, even the 
Lord, in the land of the living : I shall behold 
man no more with the inhabitants of the world. 

Mine age is departed, and is removed from 
me as a snephera s tent, I have cut off like a 
weaver my life : he will cut me off with pining 
sickness, from day even to night wilt thou make 
an end of me. 

I reckoned till morning, that, as a lion, so 
will he break all my bones : from day even to 
night wilt thou make an end of me. 

Like a crane or a swallow, so did I chatter, I 
did mourn as a dove : mine eyes fail with look- 
ing upward, O Lord, I am oppressed, undertake 
for me. 

What shall I say P he hath both spoken unto 
me, and himself hath done it : I shall go softly 
all my years in the bitterness of my soul. 

O Lord, by these things men bve, and in all 
these things is the life of my spirit : so wilt thou 
recover me, and make me to live. 

Behold, for peace I had great bitterness, but 
thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from 
the pit of corruption : for thou hast cast all m^ 
sins behind thy back. 
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For the grave cannot praise thee, death can- 
not celebrate thee : they that go down into the 
pit cannot hope for thy truth. 

The living, the living, he shall praise thee, as 
I do this day : the father to the children shall 
make known thy truth. 

The Lord was ready to save me : therefore 
we will sing my songs to the stringed instru- 
ments all the days of our life in the house of 
the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

$liit. Christ became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Cross. pui.h. 

*f. They made mouths at me, and ceased not. 
Tty. They gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

PS.XXIT. 

Our Father. 

*f. And lead us not into temptation. 

1\J. But deliver us from evil. 



Fourth Lesson. 

Bishop Andrewes : Serm. i., on the Passion. 

OF the Body's piercing there can be no ques- 
tion, since no part of it was left unpierced. 
Our senses certify us of that: what need we 
farther witness P Of the Soul's too it is as cer- 
tain, and there can\>e no d.o\&i of it either, thai 



GOOD FRIDAY. 61 

we truly may affirm that Christ not in part but 
wholly was pierced. For we should do injury 
to the sufferings of our Saviour if we should 
conceive by his piercing none other but that of 
the spear. Ana may a soul then be pierced P 
Can any spear-point go through itP Truly 
Simeon saith to the Blessed Virgin, by way of 
prophecy, that "the sword should go through 
her sour at the time of his Passion. And. as 
the sword through hers, so I make no question 
but the spear through his. Howbeit it was not 
a sword of steel or a spear-head of iron that en- 
tered the soul, but a metal of another temper, 
the dint whereof no less goreth and wounaeth 
the soul in proportion than those do the body. 
So that we extend this piercing of Christ farther 
than to the visible gash in his side, even to the 
piercing of another nature, whereby not his 
Heart only was stabbed, but his very Spirit 
wounded also. The Scripture recounteth two, 
and of them both expressly saith that they both 
pierce the soul. The Apostle saith it by sor- 
row: "And pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows** The Prophet, of reproach : 
" who have whet their tongue like a sword" And 
that to the soul both, for the body feels neither. 
With these, even with both these, was the soul 
of Christ Jesus wounded. 

I^r. Simeon said unto Mary the Mother of Jesus, 
Behold, this child is set for a sign which shall be 
spoken against ; yea, a sword shall pierce through 
thine own soul also, that the thoughts of many hearts 
may be revealed. s. Lake n. 34. 

~f. Thou shalt be filled with the cup of astonish- 
ment and desolation, thou shalt even drink it and 
suck it out. *Rwv.xx\\\.^a. 
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Yea, a sword shall pierce through thine own soul 
also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be re- 
vealed. 



Fifth Lesson. 

FOR sorrow — it is plain through all four 
Evangelists ; " My Soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful, even unto death** (S. Matt.) "Jesus 
began to be sore amazed and very heavy" (S. 
Mark.) " Being in an agony." (S. *Luke.) " Now 
is my Soul troubled" (S. John.) Avowed by 
them all, confessed by himself. Yea, that his 
strange and never else heard of sweat—drops of 
blood plenteously issuing from him all over his 
Body, what time no manner of violence was 
offered to his Body, no man then touching him, 
none being near him j that blood came certainly 
from some sorrow wherewith his Soul was 
pierced. And that his most dreadful cry which 
at once moved all the powers of heaven and 
earth, 4t My God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me ? f was the voice of some mighty an- 
guish wherewith his Soul was smitten, ana that 
in other sort than with any material spear. For 
to be " forsaken by God" — the body cannot feel 
it or tell what it meaneth. It is the soul's com- 
plaint, and therefore without all doubt his Soul 
within him was pierced and suffered, though not 
that which — except charity be allowed to ex- 
pound it — cannot he spoken without blasphemy. 
Not so much, God forbid ! yet much, Terr much, 
and much more than others seem to allow ; OX 
how much it is dangerous to define. 
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"Bp. Be not thou far from me, O Lord : thou art 
my succour, haste thee to help me. p,. Z iii. 19. 

*f. Now is my Soul troubled, and what shall I say P 
Father, save me from this hour, %. John xii.27. 

Haste thee to help me. 



Sixth Lesson. 

AND to this pitch were the Jews come when, 
after all tneir wretched villanies and spit- 
tings, and all their savage indignities in reviling 
him most opprobriously, (he being in the depth 
of all his distress, and for very anguish of soul 
crying, Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani !) they stayed 
those who would have relieved him, and void of 
all humanity they scorned, saying, " Let be : let 
us see whether JElias will come to save him" 
This barbarous and brutish inhumanity of theirs 
must needs fierce deeper into his Soul, than ever 
did the iron into his Side. To all which we may 
add, not only that horrible ingratitude of theirs, 
there by him seen, but ours also no less than 
theirs, by him foreseen at the same time, who 
make so slender reckoning of these his piercings, 
and as if thev were a matter not worth the look- 
ing on, vouchsafe not so much as to spend an 
hour in the due regard and meditation of them ; 
nay not that only, out farther by incessant sin- 
ning, and that without remorse, do most un- 
justly requite those his bitter pains, and as much 
as in us lies even " Crucjfy the Son of God 

fresh, and put him to an open shame" These 
say — for these all and every of them in that 
instant were before his eyes — must of £qto& 
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enter into and go through and through his Soul 
and Spirit ; and what with those former sorrows, 
and wnat with these after indignities, the Pro- 
phet might truly say of him, and he of himself, 
tn me, " upon me ;" not whose Body, or whose 
Soul, but whom entirely and wholly, both in 
Body and Soul, alive and dead, they have pierced 
and passioned this day upon the dross. 

H?. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I 
have gathered thy children together, and ye would 
not. Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
For I say unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth 
till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord. s. M«tt. zsiu. 57. 

'f. I have given the dearly beloved of my soul into 
the hand of her enemies : mine heritage crieth out 
against me. jcr.xfi.7. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 
— O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, and ye would not. 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say 
unto you, ye shall not see me henceforth till ye shall 
say, Blessed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord. 



NOCTTJEN III. 

%nt. The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation : at the light of thine arrows they 
went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear. 

SONG OF HABAKKTJK. 

Hab. iii. 2. Domine clamavi. 

LORD, I have heard thy speech, and was 
afraid : O Lord, revive thy work in the 



o 
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midst of the years, in the midst of the years 
make known, m wrath remember mercy. 

God came from Teman, and the Holy One 
from mount Paran : his glory covered the hea- 
vens, and the earth was full of his praise. 

And his brightness was as the light, he had 
horns coming out of his hand : and there was 
the hiding of his power. 

Before him went the pestilence : and burning 
coals went forth at his feet. 

He stood, and measured the earth, he beheld, 
and drove asunder the nations : and the ever- 
lasting mountains were scattered, the perpetual 
hills did bow, his ways are everlasting. 

I saw the tents or Cushan in affliction : and 
the curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. 

Was the Lord displeased against the rivers P 
was thine anger against the rivers : was thy 
wrath against the sea, that thou didst ride upon 
thine horses and thy chariots of salvation P 

Thy bow was made quite naked : according to 
the oaths of the tribes, even thy word. 

Thou didst cleave the earth with rivers : the 
mountains saw thee and trembled. 

The overflowing of the water passed by : the 
deep uttered his voice, and lifted up his hands 
on high. 

The sun and moon stood still in their habita- 
tion : at the light of thine arrows they went, 
and at the shining of thy glittering spear. 

Thou didst march through the land in indig- 
nation : thou didst thresh the heathen in anger. 

Thou wentest forth for the salvation of thy 
people, even for salvation with thine Anointed : 
thou woundedst the head out of the house of the 
wicked, by discovering the foundation unto the 
neck. 

Thou didst strike through with his «faKo&'&u& 



66 GOOD FRIDAY. 

head of his villages, they came out as a whirl- 
wind to scatter me : their rejoicing was as to 
devour the poor secretly. 

Thou didst walk through the sea with thine 
horses : through the heap of great waters. 

When I heard, my belly trembled, my lips 
quivered at the voice, rottenness entered into 
my bones, and I trembled in myself : that 'I 
might rest in the day of trouble. 

When he cometh up unto the people : he will 
invade them with his troops. 

Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, nei- 
ther shall fruit be in the vines : the labour of 
the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no 
meat; 

The flock shall be cut off from the fold : and 
there shall be no herd in the stalls ; 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord : I will joy in 
the God of my salvation. 

The Lord God is my strength, and he will 
make my feet like hinds' feet : and he will make 
me to walk upon mine high places. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost j 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

ftnt. The sun and moon stood still in their 
habitation; at the light of thine arrows . they 
went, and at the shining of thy glittering spear. 

"f". The rebukes of them that rebuked thee. 

1\J. Are fallen upon me. :p«.uh 

Our Father. 

~f. And lead us not into temptation. 

Ity. But deliver us from evil. 
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Seventh Lesson. 

Bishop Pearson : On the Creed. Art. it. 

AS our Saviour took upon him both parts of 
the nature of Man, so he suffered in them 
both, that he might be the Saviour of the whole. 
In what sense the soul is capable of suffering, in 
that he was subject to animal passion. Evil ap- 
prehended to come tormented his soul with fear, 
which was as truly in him in respect of what he 
was to suffer, as hope in reference to the recom- 
pense of a reward to come after and for his suf- 
ferings. Evil apprehended as present tormented 
the same with sadness, sorrow, and anguish of 
mind ; so that he was truly represented to us by 
the Prophet as a Man of Sorrows and acquainted 
with grief, and the proper subject of that grief 
he hath fully expressed who alone felt it, saying 
unto his disciples, "My soul is exceeding sor- 
rowful even unto death.'* 

T!y. The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, In the 
fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover of 
the Lord, and ye shall offer one goat for a sin offering 
to make an atonement for you. Numb, xztiu. ie. 

"jt. Not by the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own Blood Uhrist entered in once into the holy place. 

Heb. ix. 12. 

To make an atonement for you. 
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Eighth Lesson. 

ADD unto all these present apprehensions the 
immediate hand of God pressing upon him 
all this load, laying on his shoulders at once an 
heap of all the sorrows which can happen unto 
any of the Saints of God ; that he, being touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities, might become 
a merciful High Priest, able and willing to suc- 
cour them that are tempted. Thus we may be- 
hold and see if there be any sorrow like unto 
that sorrow which was done unto him, where- 
with the Lord afflicted him in the day of his 
fierce anger. And from hence we may and 
must conclude that the Saviour of Man, as he 
took the whole nature of Man, so he suffered m 
whatsoever he took: in his Body by internal 
infirmities and external injuries, in his Soul by 
fears and sorrows, by unknown and inexpressible 
anguishes. 

B/. They took Jesus and led him away : and he 
bearing his Cross went forth into a place called the 
place of a skulL s. Jota sfeM. 

"f. Abraham took the wood of the burnt-ofFermg, 
and laid it upon Isaac his son. G «». ns. 6. 

And he bearing his Cross went forth into a place 
called the place of a skull. 



Ninth Lesson. 

THAT our Saviour did thus suffer is most ne- 
cessary to believe. First, that thereby we 
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may be assured of the verity of his human na- 
ture. For if he were not Man, then could not 
Man be redeemed by him ; and if that nature 
in which he appeared were not truly human, 
then could he not be truly Man. But we may 
be well assured that he took on him our Nature 
when we see him subject unto our infirmities. 
We know that the Godhead is of infinite perfec- 
tion, and therefore is exalted far above all possi- 
bility of molestation. When, therefore, we see 
our Saviour truly suffer, we know that his Divine 
Essence suffered not, and thence acknowledge 
the addition of his human nature as the proper 
subject of his Passion. And from hence we may 
infallibly conclude, surely that Mediator between 
God and Man was truly Man as we are men, 
who when he fasted was hungry, when he tra- 
velled was thirsty and weary as we are ; who 
being grieved, wept ; being in an agony, sweat; 
being scourged, bled ; and being crucified, died. 
Secondly, it was necessary for the redemption 
of lapsed men and their reconciliation unto 
God, which was not otherwise to be performed 
than by a plenary satisfaction to his will. He 
therefore was by all his sufferings made an Ex- 
piation, Atonement, and Propitiation for all our 
sins. For Salvation is impossible to sinners 
without Remission of sin ; and Remission in the 
decree of God is impossible without effusion of 
Blood. Our Redemption, therefore, could not 
be wrought but by the Blood of the Redeemer, 
but by a Lamb slain, but by a suffering Saviour. 

I^r. My Father, behold the fire and the wood, but 
where is the Lamb for a burnt-offering ? oen. xxu. 7. 

f'. Behold the Lamb of G-od which tatatfo. wr«^ 
the sins of the world. fe.MtuVfe. 
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For a burnt-offering. — My Father, behold the fire 
and the wood, but where is the Lamb for a burnt- 
offering? 



{faster <&bt. 
First Lesson. 

S. Chrysostom : Serm. on the Burial. 

11 0-DAY, dearly beloved, our Lord went round 
all the regions of Hell. To-day he broke 
the gates of brass, — to-day he smote the bars of 
iron in sunder. Notice the accuracy of the Pro- 
phet's phrase. He doth not say, " He opened 
the gates of brass," but " He brake them," bo 
that the prison should thenceforth be useless. 
He did not take away the bars, but he smote 
them in sunder ; so that the prison-house there- 
after might be weak and insecure, haying neither 
door nor bolt, nor being able to hold fast any 
who may enter. Since therefore Christ broke 
them, who else will be able to repair themP 
When kings wish to let their captives go, they 
send letters and act not thus, but leave both 
doors and sentinels, to show that yet again there 
may be admittance thither either to those who 
have now departed free or to others in their 
place. Not so Christ. He, wishing to show 
that death had now reached his limit and boun- 
dary-line, broke in pieces his brazen gates, that 
28 to say the stern and inexorable necessity of 
death. 
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ty. Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for 

. the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put 

to death in the flesh but quickened by the Spirit : by 

which also he went and preached unto the spirits in 

prison. 1 s. p«t. m. is. 

^. O that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
his goodness ; for he hath broken the gates of brass 
and smitten the bars of iron in sunder. p,. C tU. is, ic. 

He went and preached to the spirits in prison. 



Second Lesson. 

FUETHEEMOEE, — and this is especially 
worthy of admiration, the King himself came 
to the captives. Assuredly no king would ever 
condescend to do this, but it is his officers who 
set the captives free. Not so this ELing : he him- 
self came to the captives. He was not ashamed 
of the prison nor of those held fast in the prison 
.{for he could not be ashamed of the work of his 
bands), and he broke the doors and smote the 
fears in sunder. He stood over Hell, and he 

~ emptied and left its prison-house deserted, and 
having cast into chains the jailor of the prison 

Vte returned back again to us. The tyrant was 
led captive ; the strong man was bound ; Death 

/himself flung away his arms, and ran naked to 
the feet of the King. 

Ityr. He was partaker of flesh and blood, that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is the Devil, and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to boxvAa^. 
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*jt. He will swallow up death in victory, for the 
Lord hath spoken it. im.x».8. 

That through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is the Devil, and deliver them 
who through fear of death were all their lifetime sub- 
ject to bondage. 



Third Lesson. 

HAST thou seen the marvellous victory P 
Hast thou seen the benefits of the Cross P 
From death we have become immortal: these 
are the mighty deeds of the Cross. Thou hast 
beheld the victory, thou hast beheld the manner 
of the victory : learn now how without toil and 
travail on our part this victory was won. We 
stained not our arms with blood, we stood not 
in battle array, we received no wounds, nor did 
we behold the onset, and yet we obtained the 
victory. The battle was the Lord's, — ours the 
crown. Since then ours too is the victory, let 
us imitate soldiers, and with joyful voices sing 
to-day hymns and songs of praise. Let us say, ] 
praising the Lord, — Death is swallowed up in i 
victory. O Death, where is thy sting P O Grave, 
where is thy victory P All these deeds of glory 
did the Cross win for us. The Cross was raised 
as a trophy against devils, a guard against sin, — «3 
the sword wherewith Christ pierced the serpent, , to 
The Cross is the will of the Father, the glory of" 
the Only-Begotten, the exultation of the Spirit, ^ 
the honour of Angels, the security of the Church, ; 
the boasting of Paul, the wall of the saints, the .:•« 
light of the whole world. ?f 
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]$r. Blessed are they that have washed their robes 
and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb, that 
they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter 
in through the gates into the city. r«y. til Mi xx». 14. 

"^*. By the blood of the covenant I have sent forth 

thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water. 

zeeh.ix.11. 

That they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city. — Blessed 
are they that have washed their robes and made them 
white in the Blood of the Lamb, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city. 



NOCTURN II. 

fcnt. Grod bath delivered my soul from the 
place of Hell, for he shall receive me. Pi. xi&. 

SONG OF JONAH. 
Jonah ii. 2. 

I CRIED by reason of mine affliction unto the 
Lord, and he heard me : out of the belly of 
Hell cried I, and thou heardest my voice. 

For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the 
midst of the seas, and the floods compassed me 
about : all thy billows and thy waves passed 
over me. 

Then I said, I am cast out of thy sight : yet I 
will look again toward thy holy temple. 

The waters compassed me aoout, even to the 
soul 9 the depth closed me round about, the weeds 
were wrapped about my head. 
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I went down to the bottoms of the mountains, 
the earth with her bars was about me for ever : 
yet hast thou brought up my life from corrup- 
tion, O Lord my G-od. 

When my soul fainted within me I remem- 
bered the Lord : and my prayer came in unto 
thee into thine holy temple. 

They that observe lying vanities : forsake their 
own mercy. 

But I will sacrifice unto thee with the voice 
of thanksgiving : I will pay that that I have 
vowed. Salvation is of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; ■ 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

TSLnU God hath delivered my soul from the 
place of Hell, for he shall receive me. ps.ziib.h. 

*f. Be thou merciful unto me, O Lord. 
Tty. Raise thou me up again, and I shall rewaitl 
them. Ps.xU.m. 

Our Father. 

"f. And lead us not into temptation. , 

I\7. But deliver us from evil. 



Fourth Lesson. 

Bishop Pearson : On the Creed. Art. v. 

I^HIS must be laid down as a certain and ne- 
cessary truth, — that the soul of man, when 
he dieth, dieth not, but returneth unto him that 
gave it, to be disposed oi »X, Yo&^riil and pleasure, 
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according to the ground of our Saviour's counsel, 
^Fear not them which kill the body, but cannot 
Jail the soul" That better part of* us therefore, 
in and after death, doth exist and live, either by 
virtue of its spiritual and immortal nature, as 
we believe, or at least by the will of God and 
his power upholding and preserving it from dis- 
solution, as many of the Fathers thought. This 
soul thus existing after death and separated from 
the body, though of a nature spiritual, is really 
<Bnd truly in some place, if not by way of cir- 
cumscription, as proper bodies are, yet by way 
inf,~ determination and indistancy; so that it is 
true to say, — " This soul is really and truly pre- 
-aent here and not elsewhere." Again, the soul of 
man which while he lived gave life to the body 
and was the fountain of all vital actions, in that 
separate existence after death must not be con- 
ceived to sleep or to be bereft and stripped of 
all vital operations, but still to exercise the power 
of understanding and of willing, and to be sub- 
* ject to the affections of joy and sorrow. Upon 
which is grounded the different estate and con- 
dition of the souls of men during that time of 
separation ; some of them by the mercy of God 
being placed in peace and rest, in joy and happi- 
ness, others by the justice of the same God left 
to sorrow, pains, and misery. 

iyr. If a man be put to death, and thou hang him 
on a tree, his body shall not remain all night upon 
the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that 
day ; for he that is hanged is accursed of God. 

Dent. xxl. S3. 

*f, Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the 
law, being made a curse for us. o a i. ia. is. 

'.-; For he that is hanged is accursed of Qtoflu 
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Fifth Lesson. 

VTOW as the souls at the hour of death are 
li really separated from the bodies, so the 
place where they are in rest or misery after death 
is certainly distinct from the place in which they 
lived. They continue not where they were at 
that instant when the body was left without life ; 
they do not go together with the body to the 
grave ; but as the sepulchre is appointed for out 
nesh, so there is another receptacle, or habitation 
and mansion for our spirits. From whence it 
followeth that in death the soul doth certainly 
pass by a real motion from that place in whicfl 
it did inform the body, and is translated to that 
place and unto that society which God of his 
mercy or justice hath allotted it. And not at 
present to inquire into the difference and dis- 
tance of those several habitations (but for me- 
thod's sake to involve them all as yet under the 
notion of the infernal parts or the mansions be- 
low) it will appear to have been the general 
judgment of the Church that the soul of Christ 
contradistinguished from his body — that better 
and more noble part of his humanity, his ra- 
tional soul — after a true and proper separation 
from his flesh was really and truly carried into 
those parts below, where the souls of men before 
departed were detained ; and that by such a 
real translation of his soul he was truly said to 
have descended into Hell. 

Ity. In that day there shall be a root of Jesse 
which shall stand for on eo&\§a. of the people, to 
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it shall the Gentiles seek, and his rest shall be glo- 
rious. Im.x1.10. 

"f. Christ died for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures, and was buried. 1 cor. *▼. s. 

And his rest shall be glorious. 



Sixth Lesson. 

■TIT the descent of Christ into Hell, all those 
JD who believe in him are secured from de- 
scending thither. He went into those regions 
of darkness that our souls might never come 
into those torments which are there. By his 
Descent he freed us from our fears, as by his 
Ascension he secured us of our hopes. He 
passed to those habitations where Satan hath 
■taken up possession and exerciseth his dominion, 
.that having no power over him he might be 
assured that he should never exercise any over 
our souls departed as belonging unto him. 
*' Through death he destroyed him that had the 
-power of death, that is, the Devil;" and by his 
'actual descent into the dominions of him so de- 
stroyed he secured all, which have an interest in 
£tim, of the same freedom which he had. We 
nmy therefore give a full and undoubting assent 
-Wto this as to a certain truth,— that when all the 
sufferings of Christ were finished on the Cross, 
Vfrdi his Soul was separated from his Body, though 
his Body were dead yet his Soul died not ; and 
though it died not, vet it underwent the con- 
dition of the souls of such as die ; and inasmuch 
as he died in the similitude of a &mneT,\R& $rtsvk 
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went to the place where the souls of men are 
kept who die for their sins, and so did wholly 
undergo the law of death ; but because there 
was no sin in him, and he had fully satisfied for 
the sins of others which he took upon him, 
therefore as God suffered not his Holy One to 
see corruption, so he left not his Soul in Hell, 
and thereoy gave sufficient security to all those 
who belong to Christ of never coming under the 
power of Satan or suffering in the flames pre-' 
pared for the Devil and his angels. 

I^jr. Christ was crucified through weakness, yet he' 
liveth by the power of God : for we also are weak iii ; 
him, but we shall live with him by the power of God. 

SCor. xtfl. 4.- 

~f~. After two days will he revive us : in the third- 
day he will raise us up and we shall live in his sight. 

Hoses H.J. 

By the power of God. — Christ was crucified through 
weakness, yet he lireth by the power of God : for we 
also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by 
the power of God. 



NOCTTJEN HI. 

Unt. Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil. p».xiai. 

Psalm iii. Domine, quid multiplicati ? 

XOBD, how are they increased that trouble 
me : many arc they that rise against me. 
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. Many one there be that say of my soul : There 
ia, no help for him in his God. 

But thou, O Lord, art my defender : thou art 
my worship, and the lifter up of my head. 
yl. did call upon the Lord with my voice : and 
he heard me out of his holy hill. 

I laid me down and slept, and rose up again : 
for the Lord sustained me. 
]. I will not be afraid for ten thousands of the 
people : that have set themselves against me 
round about. 

Up, Lord, and help me, O my God : for thou 
amitest all mine enemies upon the cheek-bone, 
ttou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly. 

: Salvation belongeth unto the Lord : and thy 
blessing is upon thy people. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

Uttt. Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil. p. U iu. 

*jf. I am counted as one of them that go down into 
the pit. 

B/. Free among the dead, like unto them that are 
wounded and lie in the grave. p.. unviii. 

Our Father. 

'ft. And lead us not into temptation. 

I^r. But deliver us from evil. 
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Seventh Lesson. 

S. Cbrysostom : Serm. 2 These. L 9. 

Who thall he punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power ; when he shall come to he glorified 
in- his saints, and to he admired in all them that be- 
lieve. 2 Thew. 1.9,10. 

THERE are many men who form good hopes, 
not by abstaining from their sins, but by 
thinking that Hell is not so terrible as it is said 
to be, but milder than what is threatened, and 
temporary — not eternal; and about this they 
philosophize much. But I could show from 
many reasons, and conclude from the very ex- 
pressions concerning Hell that it is not only 
not milder but much more terrible than is 
threatened. But I do not now intend to dis- 
course concerning these things; for the fear 
even from bare words is sufficient, though we 
do not fully unfold their meaning. But that it 
is not temporary hear Paul now saying con- 
cerning those who know not God, and do not 
believe in the Gospel, that " they shall be pun- 
ished with everlasting destruction" How then 
is that temporary which is everlasting P " From 
the presence of the Lord" he saith. What is 
this r He wisheth to say how easily it might 
be. For since they were then much puffed up 
at being rich, there is no need, he says, of much 
trouble : it is enough that God cometh and is 
seen, and all afe involved in punishment and 
vengeance. His coming to some indeed will be 
light, but to others vei\^eance. 
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Rf. Yet a little while is the light with you : walk 
while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you. 

S. Johnxli. M. 

*f. Give glory to the Lord your God, before he 
cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon 
the dark mountains. j*. x m. 16> 

Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come 
upon you. 



Eighth Lesson. 

S. Chrysostom : Serm. 1 Thess. iv. 15. 

FOR when they see the earth agitated, the 
dust mingling, the bodies rising perchance 
on every side, no one ministering to this, but 
the shout being sufficient to empty the whole 
earth that was filled (for consider how great a 
thins it is that all from Adam unto his Coming 
should then stand with their wives and children), 
— when they see so great a tumult upon the earth, 
then they shall know. As, therefore, in the 
dispensation which was in the flesh, they had 
foreseen nothing of it, so also will it then be. 
"When these things are done, then also will be 
the voice of the Archangel shouting and com- 
manding the Angels and the trumpets, or rather 
the sound of the trumpet. What trembling, 
then, what fear will possess those who remain 
Upon the earth. For one woman is caught up 
and another is left behind, and one man is taken 
ftnd another is passed over. What will be 
the state of their souls when they see aoma yh- 
deed taken up, but themselves \e£t lotoi^ 
& 
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Will not these things be able to shake their 
souls more terribly than any Hell? Let us 
suppose then in word that this is now present. 
For if sudden death, and earthquakes in cities, 
and threatened dangers, thus affect our souls, 
when we see the earth breaking up and crowded 
with all these, when we hear the trumpets and 
the voice of the Archangel thrilling louder than 
any trumpet, when we perceive the Heaven 
shrivelled up and God the King of all coming 
nigh — in what condition then will be our souls P 
Let us shudder, I pray you, and be terrified, as 
if these things were now taking place : let us 
not comfort ourselves by the delay ; for since it 
must certainly happen, the delay will profit us 
nothing. 

Ity. The Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and 
with the trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first. 1 thcm. It. i«. 

'f. The Lord shall utter his voice before his army ; 
for his camp is very great ; for he is strong that exe- 
cuteth his word ; for the day of the Lord is great and 
Very terrible. Joein.il. 

With the voice of the Archangel and with the 
trump of God, and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 



Ninth Lesson. 

"VTAY, you say, but God is merciful, and none 
1 f of these things will happen ! Then it i$ 
written in vain! So, you. say, but only as a 
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threat, that we may become wise ! If, then, we 
are not wise, but continue evil, will he not, tell 
me, inflict the punishment P Will he not, then, 
either recompense the good with rewards P Yes, 
you say, for it is becoming to him to do good, 
even beyond desert. So mat these things in- 
deed are true, and will certainly be; but the 
punishments will not really be, but only for the 
purpose of threatening and of terror ! J3y what 
means I shall persuade you I know not. If I 
say that " their worm will not die, and their fire 
mill not be quenched " if I say that " they shall 
"depart into everlasting fire ;" if I set before you 
the rich man already punished, you will say that 
it is all a matter of threatening. Whence, then, 
shall I persuade youP For this is a Satanic' 
reasoning, indulging you with a favour which 
Will not profit, and causing you to be slothful. 

I^T. Our God shall come and shall not keep silence : 
there shall go before him a consuming fire, and a 
mighty tempest shall be stirred up round about him : 
lie shall call the heaven from above and the earth 
that he may judge his people. Gather my Saints 
together unto me, those that have made a covenant 
with me with Sacrifice. p s . i. 8 , 4, 6 . 

T/t. Fear God and give glory to him, for the hour 
of his Judgment is come. Rer. xw. 7. 

Gather my Saints together unto me, those that 
have made a covenant with me with Sacrifice. — Our 
God shall come and shall not keep silence : there shall 
go before him a consuming fire, and a mighty tem- 
pest shall be stirred up round about him : he shall call 
the heaven from above and the earth that he may 
judge his people. Gather my Saints together unto me, 
those that have made a covenant with me with. &us?v 
fice. 
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ISlcssing. The Everlasting Father bless 
with his blessing everlasting. 
fy. Ameo. 

First Lesson. 

Homily for Easter Day. 

THIS mighty conquest of the Besurrec 
was not only signified before by di 
figures of the Old Testament, as by Sam 
when he slew the lion, out of whose mouth c 
sweetness and honey; and as David bare 
figure when he delivered the lamb out of 
lion's mouth, and when he overcame and i 
the great giant Goliath; and as when Jc 
was swallowed up in the whale's mouth 
cast up again on land alive ; but was also i 
clearly prophesied by the Prophets of the 
Testament, and in the New also confirmed 
the Apostles. "He spoiled" saith S. I 
•" principalities and powers, and all dominie 
our spiritual enemies, and made a show of t\ 
openly triumphing over them in himself** ' 
is the mighty power of the Lord whom wc 
lieve on. By his Death hath he wrought fo 
this victory, and by his Resurrection hat! 
purchased everlasting life and righteousness 
us. It had not been enough to be delivers 
his Death from sin, except by his Eesurrec 
we had been endowed with righteousness. . 
it should not avail us to be delivered from de 
except he had risen again to open for us 
gates of Heaven, to enteT into life everlastin 
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tyr. We know that he which raised up the Lord 
Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus. .Alleluia. Al- 
leluia. 1 Cor. It 14. 

*f. Incline jour ear and come unto me : hear, and 
your soul shall lire. is*. i T . s. 

He which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up 
ns also by Jesus. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



33Iesstng. God the Son of God vouchsafe to 
Hess and succour us. 
fy. Amen. 

Second Lesson. 

THUS hath his Resurrection wrought for us 
life and righteousness. He passed through 
Death and Hell, to the intent to put us in good 
hope that by his strength we shall do the same. 
He paid the ransom of sin, that it should not be 
laid to our charge. He destroyed the Devil and 
all his tyranny, and openly triumphed over him, 
and took away .from him all his captives, and 
hath raised and set them with himself among 
the heavenly citizens above. He died to destroy 
ihe rule of the Devil in us, and he rose again to 
send down his Holy Spirit to rule in our hearts, 
to endow us with perfect righteousness. Thus 
Jfcis true that David sung, " Truth shall flourish 
?ut of the earth, and righteousness hath looked, 
dawn from heaven" The truth of God's pro- 
mise is in earth to man declared ; for from the 
earth is the everlasting Verity, God's Son, risen 
to life, and the true righteousness of the Holy 
Ghost looking out of heaven, and \nm^\»\^^t^ 
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largess dealt upon all the world. Thus is glory 
and praise returned upwards to God above for 
his mercy and truth. And thus is peace come 
down from heaven to men of good and faithful 
hearts. " Mercy and truth" as David writeth, 
"are met together : righteousness and peace have 
Ms8ed each other," 

T$$. By Christ ye believe in God that raised him 
from "the dead, and gave him glory, that your faith 
and hope might be in God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



Ht. The Ancient of days gave unto him dominion, 
and glory, and a kingdom. Dan. T u. 13, u. 

That your faith and hope might be in God. Alle- 
luia. Alleluia. 



$Hc8*ing. The grace of the Holy Ghost il- 
lumine us in heart and body, 
fy. Amen. 

Third Lesson. 

IF thou doubtest of so great wealth and. felicity 
that is wrought for tnee, O man, call to thy 
mind that therefore hast thou received into thine 
own possession the everlasting Verity, our Sa- 
viour Christ, to confirm to thy conscience the 
truth of all this matter. Thou hast received him 
if in true faith and repentance of heart thou hast 
received him ; if in purpose of amendment thou 
hast received him for an everlasting gage or 
pledge of thy salvation. Thou hast received his 
1?ody, which was once broken, and his Blood, 
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which was shed for the remission of thy sin. 
Thou hast received his Body to have within thee 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost ; to 
dwell with thee, to endow thee with grace, to 
strengthen thee against thine enemies and to 
comfort thee with their presence. Thou hast 
received his Body, to endow thee with everlast- 
ing righteousness, to assure thee of everlasting 
bliss and life of thy soul. Doubt not of the truth 
of this matter, how great and high soever these 
things be. It becometh God to do no small 
deeds, how impossible soever they seem to thee. 
Pray to God that thou mayest have faith to 
perceive this great mystery of Christ's Besur- 
rection, that by faith thou mayest certainly be- 
lieve nothing to be impossible with God. Only 
bring thou with to Christ's holy Word and Sa- 
crament. Let thy repentance show thy faith ; 
let thy purpose or amendment and obedience of 
thy heart to God's law hereafter declare thy 
true belief. 

I^r. Christ being the Mediator of the New Testa- 
ment, hath consecrated for us a new and living way 
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh, into the ho- 
liest of all ; which was not yet made manifest while 
as the first tabernacle was yet standing. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Het>. ix. s, » i *. ao. 

.. y. They have broken up and are passed through 
the gate and are gone out by it ; and their king shall 
pass before them, and the Lord on the head of them. 

Mic 1L 13- 

He hath consecrated for us a new and living way 
through the veil, that is to say, his flesh, into the ho- 
liest of all ; which was not yet made manifest, while 
as the first tabernacle was yet standing. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 
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~i/t. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to 
the Holy Ghost. 

Which was not as yet made manifest, while as the 
first tabernacle was yet standing. 



NOCTUEN n. 

fcnt. God hath fulfilled his promise unto us, 
in that he hath raised up Jesus again ; as it is 
written in the second Psalm, Thou art my Son, 
this day have I begotten thee. Alleluia. 

Acts JriH. 83. 

SONG OF MOSES. 
Exod. xy. 1. Contemns Domino. 

I WILL sing unto the Lord, for he hath tri- 
umphed gloriously : the horse and his rider 
hath he thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and song, and he is 
become my salvation : he is my God, and I will 

frepare him an habitation, my father's God, and 
will exalt him. 

The Lord is a man of war : the Lord is his 
name. 

Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast 
into the sea : his chosen captains also are drowned 
in the Eed Sea. 

The depths have covered them : they sank into 
the bottom as a stone. 

Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious in 
power : thy right hand, O Lord, hath dashed in 
pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatness of thine excellency thou 
hast overthrown them that rose up against thee : 
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thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed 
them as stubble. 

And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters 
were gathered together : the floods stood up- 
right as an heap, and the depths were congealed 
in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the spoil : my lust shall be satisfied 
upon them, I will draw my sword, my hand shall 
destroy them. 

Thou didst blow with thy wind, the sea covered 
them : they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among the 
gods : who is like thee, glorious in holiness, 
fearful in praises, doing wonders P 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand : the 
earth swallowed them. 

Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the people 
which thou hast redeemed : thou hast guided 
them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

The people shall hear, and be afraid : sorrow 
shall take hold on the inhabitants of Palestina. 

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed : 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling shall take 
hold upon them, all the inhabitants of Canaan 
shall melt away. 

Fear and dread shall fall upon them, by the 
greatness of thine arm they shall be as still as a 
stone : till thy people pass over, O Lord, till the 
people pass over, whicn thou hast purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in 
the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, 
O Lord, which thou hast made for thee to dwell 
in i in the Sanctuary, O Lord, which thy hands 
have established. 

Hie Lord shall reign : for ever and ever. 

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his 
chariots and with his horsemen into Vfoft wfo,«sA. 
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the Lord brought again the waters of the sea 
upon them : but the children of Israel went on 
dry land in the midst of the sea. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be : world without end. Amen. 

lint. God hath fulfilled his promise unto us, 
in that he hath raised Jesus from the dead ; as 
it is written in the second Psalm, Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee. Alleluia. 

AcUxiM.M. 

*f* Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out of HeU : 

R?. Thou hast kept my life from them that go down 

to the pit. p.. ux. 

Our Father. 

^*. And lead us not into temptation. 

ty. But deliver us from evil. 



ISIe »»Cng. The Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
bless us with all spiritual blessing. Bph. t. 

fy. Amen. 

Fourth Lesson. 

Bp. Andrewes : Serm. ii., on the Resurrection. 

AS we need to be restored to life so I doubt 
not had we need to be restored to the 
Spirit also. We are at many losses of it by this 
sin that " cleaveth so fast" to us. I doubt it ifi 
with us as with the fields, that we need a feast 
of UrBtfiraits, — a day of consecration every year* 
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Pj something or other we grow unhallowed, and 
need to be consecrate anew, to re-seize us of the 
firstfruits of the Spirit again. That which was 
given us, and by the fraud of our enemy, or our 
own negligence, or both, taken from us and lost, 
we need to have restored ; that which we have 
quenched, to be lit anew ; that which we have 
cast into a deep sleep, awaked up from it. 

; Jfyr. Melchizedek, king of Salem, brought forth bread 
and wine, and he was the priest of the most high God. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Gen.xw. is. 

^*f*. Such an high priest became us who is holy, 
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
lngher than the heavens. H et>. T u. 90. 

"fie brought forth bread and wine, and he was the 
priest of the most high God. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



ISIcgging. May we know the love of Christ 
which passeth knowledge, that we may be filled 
with all the fulness of God. s P h. m. 

' Up. Amen. 

Fifth Lesson. 

IF such a new consecrating we need, what 
better time than the feast of firstfruits, the 
sacrificing time under the law, and in the Gospel, 
the day of Christ's rising, our firstfruits by whom 
w* are thus consecrate? The day wherein he 
was himself restored to the perfection of his spi- 
ritual life, the life of glory, is the best for us to 
be restored in to the firstfruits of that spiritual 
li£e» the life of grace : and if we &&, ^raX> £&&. 
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be our means of this consecrating, the Apostle 
tells us, we are sanctified by " the oblation of the 
Body of Jesus" That is the best means to re* 
store us to that life. He hath said it, and showed 
it himself ; " He that eateth me shall live by me" 
The words spoken concerning that, are both 
" spirit and life," whether we seek for the spirit 
or seek for life. Such was the means of our 
death, by eating the forbidden fruit, the first* 
fruits of death ; and such is the means of our 
life, by eating the flesh of Christ, the firstfruits 
of life. 

B/. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us • there* 
fore let us keep the feast, not with the old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but 
with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. lCor.r.y. 

^f . Let God arise and let his enemies be scattered, 
but let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God. 

P». liviii. 1,3. 

Not with the old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



ISUssing. The unction which we have re- 
ceived from God abide with us and teach us all 

things. IS. John H. 

fy. Amen. 

Sixth Lesson. 

AND herein we shall very fully fit not the 
time only and the means, out also the 
manner. For as by partaking the flesh and 
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Wood, the substance of the first Adam, we came 
to our death, so to life we cannot come unless 
we do participate with the flesh and blood of the 

* Second Adam/' that is Christ. We drew 
breath from the first by partaking the sub- 
stance; and so must we draw life from the 
second by the same. This is the way ; become 
branches of the Vine, and partakers of his na- 
ture, and so of his life and verdure both. So 
ike time, the means, the manner agree. What 
fetteth then but that we, at this time, by this 
means, and in this manner, make ourselves of 
that conspersion whereof Christ is our first- 
fruits ; by these means obtaining the firstfruits 
of his Spirit, of that quickening Spirit, which 
being obtained and still kept, or in default 
thereof still recovered, shall here begin to ini- 
tiate in us the firstfruits of our restitution in 
this life, whereof the fulness we shall also be re- 
stored unto in the' life to come ; as S. Peter 
calleth that time, " the time of the restoring of 
all things" Then shall the fulness be restored 
us too when God shall be " all in all ;" not some 
in one, and some in another, but all in all. 

R/. According to his abundant mercy God hath 
begotten us again unto a lively hope by the Resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead to an inherit- 
ance incorruptible and undefiled. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

IS. Pel. 1.3, 4. 

*ff. He remembered us when we were in trouble, 
and hath redeemed us from our enemies; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. p.. C x«vi. 28, 94. 

• TTnto a lively hope by the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead to an inheritance incorruptible 
and undefiled. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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'jt. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : an 
the Holy Ghost. 

To an inheritance incorruptible and undef 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 



NOCTUEN m. 

ftitt. As concerning that God raised Jesui 
from the dead now no more to return to con 
tion, he saith on this wise: — Thou shalt 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption, 
leluia. Act> xiu. 



SONG OF ISAIAH. 
Isa. xii. 1. 

OLORD, I will praise thee, though thou i 
angry with me : thine anger is turned ai 
and thou comfortedst me. 

Behold, Grod is my salvation, I will trust, 
not be afraid : for the Lord Jehovah is 
strength and my song, he also is become my 
vation. 

Therefore with joy shall ye draw water : 
of the wells of salvation. 

And in that day shall ye say, Praise the L 
call upon his name : declare his doings air 
the people, make mention that his name if 
alted. 

Sing unto the Lord, for he hath done ei 
lent things : this is known in all the earth. 

Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zi 
for great is the Holy One of Israel in the n 
of thee. 
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■ j2 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and 
to the Holy Ghost ; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
•hall be : world without end. Amen. 

Unt. As concerning that God raised Jesus up 
from the dead, now no more to return to cor- 
ruption, he saith on this wise : — Thou shalt not 
suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Al- 
leluia. Acu xiil. 84, 85. 

: . x *f. Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 

fnore. 

. ' Up. Death hath no more dominion over him. 

/ Our Father. 

1 "f. And lead us not into temptation. 
ty. But deliver us from eviL 



VUssing. May utterance be given unto us 
to make known boldly the Gospel. Bph. ri. 

Bf. Amen. 

Seventh Lesson. 

. Bp. Andrewes : Serm. iii., on the Besurrection. 

*HE women saw an Angel in the sepulchre. 

An Angel in a sepulchre is a very strange 

lit. A sepulchre is but a homely place — 

'her savoury, nor sightly for an Angel to 

e in. The place or dead men's bones, of 

ch, of worms, and of rottenness ; what doth 

jigel there P Indeed, no Angel ever came 

) till this morning. Not till Christ had 

there : but, since his Body -**& \3ret*, *> 
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great change had ensued. He had left there a 
savour of life, and changed the grave into a 
place of rest : that not only this Angel here now, 
but after this two more, yea divers Angels upon 
divers occasions, this day did visit and frequent 
this place. Which very finding of the Angels 
thus in the place of dead bodies, may be and is 
to us a pledge that there is a possibility and 
hope that the dead bodies may come also into 
the place of Angels. Why not the bodies in 
the grave to be in heaven one day, as well as 
the Angels of heaven to be in the grave this 
day? 

Ityr. O death, where is thy sting ? O grave, -where 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin. But 
thanks be to God which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

1 Cor. xt. ». 

jf. The former troubles are forgotten, they are hid 
from mine eyes. ia*. i**. is. 

Thanks be to God which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia. 



ISUssfng. May we all come in unity of the 
faith and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
nor be carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine. *pfc. b. 

iyr. Amen. 

Eighth Lesson. 

THIS for the Vision. The next for the man- 
ner of his appearing— in what form he 
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showed himself: a matter worth our stay a 
little as a good introduction to us, in him as in 
a mirror to see what shall be the state of us and 
our bodies in the Resurrection, inasmuch as it 
is expressly promised that we shall be like and 
equal to the Angels themselves. They saw " a 
young man" one in the vigour and strength of 
his years ; and such shall be our estate then — 
all age, sickness, infirmity removed clean away. 
Therefore it was also that the Resurrection fell 
in the spring, the freshest time of the year ; and 
in the morning, the freshest time of the day, 
when, saith Isaiah, " the dew is on the herbs." 
Therefore as it was in a garden (it was in 
Joseph of Arimathea's garden) that looked as 
that garden was at that time of the year — the 
spring — so shall our estate be in the very flower 
and prime of it. They saw him "sitting" 
which is, we know, the site of rest and quietness, 
of them that are at ease. To show us a second 
quality of our estate then, that in it all labour 
shall cease, all motions rest, all troubles come 
utterly to an end for ever, and the state of it a 
quiet, restful state. 

Ity. If we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
?ven so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
wring with him. Alleluia. Alleluia. iTb«M.iv.i4, 

'f . There the wicked cease from troubling, and there 
le weary are at rest. job m. 17. 

Even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
Lng with him. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Wearing. The God of hope fill yon with all 
;joy and peace in believing, tnat ye may abound 
in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Rom* xt. 

ty. Amen. 

Ninth Lesson. 

THEY saw him sit " on the right side" And 
that side is the side of pre-eminence and 
honour, to show that those also shall accompany 
us rising again. That we may fall on the left 
side, but we shall rise on the right ; be sown in 
dishonour, but be raised again in glory — that 
glory which his Saints and Angels have, and 
snail have for ever. Lastly, they saw him 
" clothed all in white." And white is the colour 
of gladness, as we find in Ecclesiastes ix. 8, all 
to show still that it shall be a state as of strength, 
rest, and glory, so of joy likewise : and that, 
robe-wise ; not short or scant, but as his stole, 
all over, down to the ground. Neither serves it 
alone to show us what then we shall be, but 
withal what now we ought to be this day — the 
day of his rising. In that we see that, as the 
Heavens at the time of his Passion were in black, 
by the great Eclipse, showing us that it was 
then a time of mourning, so this day the Angels 
were all in white to teach us thereby with what 
affection, with how great joy and gladness, we 
are to celebrate this feast of our Saviour's 
rising. 

Tty. I am the first and the last : I am he that liveth 
and was dead : and behold I am alive for evermore : 
and I have the keys of Hell and of Death. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Re*. 1,17. 
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*f» I laid me down and slept, and rose up again : 
for the Lord sustained me. p.. w. s. 

And behold I am alive for evermore : and I have 
the keys of Hell and of Death. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost. 

And I have the keys of Hell and of Death. Alleluia. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

T Here may be said Tb Deux, p. 11. 

- *f. God hath raised up Jesus, 
fy. Haying loosed the pains of death. acuil 



faster Sfrntas* 

. DlcssCng. The everlasting Father bless us 
with his blessing everlasting. 
fy. Amen. 

First Lesson. 

Bp. Pearson : On the Creed. Art. v. 

CHRIST did truly and properly rise from the 
dead. For first by a true though miracu- 
lous generation he was made flesh ; and lived in 
his human nature a true and proper life, pro- 
ducing vital actions as we do. Secondly; he 
•offered a true and proper dissolution by his 
death; his Soul being really ropurotedL *sA\as> 
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Body left without the least vitality, as our dead 
bodies are. Thirdly; the same Soul was re- 
united to the same "Body, and so he lived again 
the same Man. For the truth of which, two 
things were necessary to be shown upon his ap- 
pearing after death : the one concerning the 
verity, the other concerning the identity of his 
Body. All the Apostles doubted of the first ; 
for when Christ stood in the midst of them, 
" they were affrighted and supposed that they had 
seen a spirit, * "But he sufficiently assured them 
of the verity of his corporeity, saying, " Handle 
me and see : for a spirit hath not flesh and bones 
as ye see me have** He convinced them all of 
the identity of his Body saying, "Behold my 
hands and myfeet, that it is I myself" especially 
unbelieving Thomas, " Reach hither thy finger 
and behold my hands ; and reach hither thy hand t 
and thrust it into my side, and be not faithless 
but believing," 

B/. He was partaker of flesh and blood, that through 
death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death, that is, the Devil ; and deliver them who through 
fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. Het>. a. 14. 

"jf. He will swallow up death in victory, for the 
Lord hath spoken it. i M . xxy. s. 

That through death he might destroy him that had 
the power of death, that is, the Devil ; and deliver 
them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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ttUasfng. God, the Son of God, vouchsafe to 
bless and succour us. 
ty. Amen. 



Second Lesson. 

THE Body then in which he rose must be the 
same in which he lived before, because it 
Wig the same in which he died. And that we 
might be assured of the Soul as well as of the 
Body, first he gave an argument of the vegeta- 
tive and nutritive faculty, saying unto them, 
" Move ye here any meat ? And they gave him a 
piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb ; and 
he took it and did eat before them. Secondly 
of the sensitive part, conversing with them, 
showing himself, seeing and hearing them* 
Thirdly he gave evidence of his rational and in- 
tellectual Soul by speaking to them and discours- 
ing out of the Scriptures concerning those things 
which " he spake unto them while he woe yet with 
them" Thus did he show that the Body which 
they saw was truly and vitally informed with an 
human soul. 

BJ. They that dwell at Jerusalem and their rulers 
because thev knew Jesus not, desired Pilate that he 
should be slain ; but God raised him from the dead 
on the third day. Alleluia. Alleluia. Acuxiu.27. 

*?. But they knew not the thoughts of the Lord, 
neither understood they his counsel. mi c . It. is. 

They desired Pilate that he should be slain $ but 
God raised him from the dead on the third daj* 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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13Ie**(ng. The grace of the Holy Ghost il- 
lumine us in heart and body, 
ty. Amen. 

Third Lesson* 

AND that they might be yet farther assured 
that it was the same Soul by which that 
Body lived before, he gave a full testimony of 
his Divinity by the miracle which he wrought 
in the multitude of fishes caught, by breathing 
on the Apostles the Holy Ghost, and by ascend- 
ing into Heaven in the sight of his disciples. 
For inasmuch as "No man had ascended into 
Heaven but he which came down from heaven, 
even the Son of Man which is in Heaven" inas- 
much as the Divinity was never so united to any 
human soul but only in that Person, it appeared 
to be the same soul with which he lived and 
wrought all the miracles before. To conclude, 
inasmuch as Christ appeared after his death with 
the same Body in which he died and with the 
same Soul united to it ; it followeth that he rose 
from the dead by a true and proper Resurrection. 

fy. Whether we live or die we are the Lord's : for 
to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord both of dead and living. Al- 
leluia. Alleluia. Rom.xiT.a.a. 

"ft. He shall divide the spoil with the strong be- 
cause he hath poured out his soul unto death. 



"For to this end Christ both died and rose and re- 
vired, that he might be Lord both of the dead and 
living. Alleluia. Allelum. 
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Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost, 

That he might be Lord both of the dead and living. 
Alleluia. Alleluia. 

f Here may be said Tb Deum, p. II. 

*jf. Gk>d hath raised up Jesus. 

ty. Haying loosed the pains of death. 



(Stealer Stueairag. 

VUsstng. The everlasting Father bless us with 
his blessing everlasting. 
fy» Amen. 

First Lesson. 

Homily on the Resurrection. 

THAT the links of our faith should all hang 
together in steadfast establishment and con- 
firmation, it pleased our Saviour not straightway 
to withdraw himself from the bodily presence 
and sight of his disciples, but he chose out forty 
days wherein he would declare unto them by 
manifold and most strong arguments and tokens 
that he had conquered death, and that he was 
also truly risen again to life. " He began** saith 
"S. Luke, " at Moses and all the Prophets, and 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself" to the intent to con- 
firm the truth of his Resurrection. \ou^ \M&at* 
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spoken of ; which he verified indeed, as is de- 
clared very apparently and manifestly by his oft 
appearance to sundry persons at sundry times. 

ty. Jesus stood in the midst of his disciples and 
said unto them, Peace be unto you : why are ye 
troubled P It is I myself. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

8. LokexxlT.M. 

"jP". I am your brother : be not grieved, for God 
sent me before you to preserve you. Gen. xw. 4. 

Peace be unto you : why are ye troubled ? It is I 
myself Alleluia. Alleluia. ' 



Dlcftsing. God the Son of God vouchsafe to 
bless and succour us. 
fy. Amen. 

Second Lesson. 

THUS at sundry times he showed himself after 
he was risen again, to confirm and stablish 
this article. And in these revelations sometime 
he showed them his Hands, his Feet, and his 
Side, and bade them touch him, that they should 
not take him for a ghost or a spirit. Sometimes 
he also did eat with them, but ever he was talk* 
ing with them of the everlasting kingdom of 
God, to assure the truth of his Kesurrection. 
"For then he opened their understanding, thai 
they might understand the Scriptures, and said 
unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
fAird day : and that repentance and remission of 
stns should be preached in ais name among ail 
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nations." Now therefore, as our Saviour wag 
diligent for our comfort and instruction to de- 
clare this article of our faith, so let us be ready 
in our belief to receive it to our comfort and 
instruction. His Death took away sin and male- 
diction ; his Death was the ransom of them both ; 
his Death destroyed Death and overcame the 
Devil, which had the power of Death in his sub- 
jection ; his Death destroyed Hell and all the 
damnation thereof. 

_ Tty. O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken : ought not Christ to have suf- 
fered these things, and to enter into his glory ? 
Alleluia. Alleluia. s. Lake uir. 26. 

~f. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him : lie hath 
put him to grief. i sa . uu. 10. 

Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and 
to enter into his glory ? Alleluia. Alleluia. 



ttfegfting. The grace of the Holy Ghost illu- 
mine us in heart and body. 
• ty. Amen. 

Third Lesson. 

THITS is Death swallowed up by Christ's vic- 
tory ; thus is Hell spoiled for ever. If any 
man doubt of this victory, let Christ's glorious 
Basnrrection declare to him the thing. If Death 
could not keep Christ under his dominion and 
power, but that he rose again, it is manifest that 
nit power was overcome. If Death be conquered, 
then must it follow that Sin, wherefore De^Vv^^A 
appointed as the wages, must be also dtsetao^^. 
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If Death and Sin be vanished away, then is the 
Devil's tyranny vanished which had the power 
of Death, and was the author of Sin and the 
ruler of Hell. If Christ had the victory of them 
all by the power of his Death, and openly proved 
it by his most victorious and valiant Resurrec- 
tion (as it was not possible for his great might 
to be subdued of them), and it is true that 
Christ died for our sins and rose again for our 
justification, — why may not we, that be his mem- 
bers, by true faith rejoice, and boldly say with 
the Prophet Hosea and the Apostle Paul, " O 
Death, where is thy sting ? O Grave, where is 
thy victory? Thanks be to God, 1 ' say they, 
" which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." 

Ity. Ye are complete in him which is the head of 
all principality and power ; buried with him in Bap- 
tism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the 
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him 
from the dead. Alleluia. Alleluia. coi. u. 10, if, 

*f. Ye know, this day, that which they know not 
which have not seen the greatness of the Lord, his 
mighty Hand and his stretched out Arm. Dent. si. t. 

Wherein also ye are risen with him through th$ 
faith of the operation of God who hath raised hi% 
from the dead. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,. and to the 
Holy Ghost. 

Through the faith of the operation of God, whf 
hath raised him from the dead. Alleluia. AUeluiav; 

f Hers may be said Ts Deum, p. 11. 

f'. God hath raised up Jesus. 
Rf. Having loosed the pom& oi ds&th. > ' 



; . MEDITATIONS AND PRAYERS 

ON THB 

%itt an) *a**ton of ouv&abiour ttftrten 



^ PBEFACE. 

IP thou desirest to be cleansed from sin, to be 
enriched with heavenly virtue, to be en- 
lightened in the Scriptures, to triumph over 
thine enemies, to gain comfort in adversity, to 
order thy conversation well in life, to feel sorrow 
for sin upon thy pillow, to weep in prayer, to be 
fervent in thy meditations, to persevere in good 
works, to be filled with spiritual joys, to please 
God in thine inmost soul, to rise to heaven in 
contemplation, to cast aside worldly desires, to 
free thy limbs from earthly weights, to clear 
thyself from frail and transitory consolations, to 
enjoy the hidden things of God, to be filled with 
earnest love for thy dear Lord and Saviour, to 
die happily at last, and to reign for ever and 
ever in heaven, — practise thyself in the Life and 
Passion of Jesus Christ the Son of God, whom 
the Father sent into the world that he might 
give to all men an example of perfection, and 
might lead his followers unto his everlasting 
kingdom. Love therefore Christ. Follow him. 
Embrace the Crucified. 
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TO THE PEAJ8B OF GOD. 

0LOB/D my God, I desire to praise thee, be- 
cause I acknowledge that for thy praise 
thou hast created me. Open my lips in thine 
honour, that my mouth may show forth thy 
praise. Kindle my heart towards thee: drive 
away all weariness : pour thy grace upon me : 
inflame my love : that I may be able to pay to 
thee the gratitude which is thy due. Take 
away the iniquity of thy servant. Cleanse me 
from all impurity of flesh and of spirit, that I 
may be rendered worthy to open my lips in 
honour of thy name. But the fathomless depth 
of thy majesty who can praise P Behold, all the 
powers of heaven, and 01 Angels in the unfading 
brightness of their immortality, avail not wor- 
thily to praise the vastness of thy might : how 
much less may man, the offspring of lust and 
corruption ! For in worthily telling thy praise 
all creation fails, — all reason, — every tongue, — 
all speech. Shall I then cease from thy praise, 
because I cannot worthily praise thee P or shall 
I hold my peace and be altogether silent, be- 
cause I know myself to be polluted and unwor- 
thy P Far from me be that ingratitude, that I 
should cease to praise thee whom all creation 
ought to praise, Ibut specially rational man, on 
whom thou hast lavished such blessings. 

O Father of mercies and God of boundless 
goodness, I know truly and confess from my 
whole heart that I am but a miserable sinner in 
thy sight, and that it would become me rather 
with downcast eye, with weeping, and lamenta- 
tion, to implore thy pardon) than with impure 
mouth to praise and honour thy holy name. 
Yet, relying on thy bountiful gooaness, I desire 
to praise thee from my inmost narcrV, beseeching 
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thee of thine infinite mercy that thou wilt not 
despise me who am but a worm and born of cor- 
ruption, nor debar me from the praise of thy 
glorious Name. But do thou arouse and inflame 
my whole soul that I may offer praise to thee 
with the earnest service of the lips. Thou thy- 
self, O Lord, art thine own praise : nor art thou 
Worthily praised by other than by thyself. For 
thou art of all things the founder and the ruler. 
From thee all things have their origin, their 
worth, and their operation, tending to tne praise 
and honour of thy Name. 

Greatly to be praised therefore art thou above 
dl creation : greatly to be blessed by every crea- 
ture. To the highest praise, to the devoutest 
blessing the soul yearns to rise when meditating 
m thy majesty she longs to praise thee for thine 
exceeding goodness : — thee the author of good, 
manifest in thyself. 

- Let, therefore, O my God, thine incompre- 
hensible essence, praise thee, thy vast omnipo- 
tence, thine unfathomable wisdom, thine ineffable 
iweetness, thine infinite love. 

Let thine exceeding goodness praise thee, 
thine overflowing pity, thine eternal virtue, thy 
qiajesty which mind may not limit nor tongue 
declare. 

' Let thy clear truth praise thee, thine un- 
changeable justice, thine unfailing light, thy 
bright knowledge, thine inviolable substance. 
u Let thine unbending justice praise thee, thine 
orderly providence, thy mild government, and 



Let thine awful dignity praise thee, thy bound- 
lees kindness, thine exhaustless sweetness, thine 
exceeding beauty, thy love which knows no 
bounds. 

Let every name and every word T&\i\sfti c»xl\^ 
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spoken and said of thee praise thee and magnify 
thee for ever. 

Let the whole company of heaven : the Blessed 
Mary Ever- Virgin: the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apostles, Martyrs, and Confessors, glorify thine 
everlasting Majesty for ever. r 

Let the thousand thousands of Angels, wits 
due veneration ministering to thee, sing to thy 
Name the praises of infinite gratitude. 

And let the countless hosts of heavenly citi- 
zens, who stand by thee for ever, offer to the* 
with joy and gladness the incense of their 
prayers. 

Let my lips join with this heavenly choir, in 
their salutation, and praise and magnify thee 
above all for ever. 3 

Let all the pure longings of the saints, the 
utterance of the tongue eloquent in thy praise; 
the virtues and actions wrought in honour of 
thy Name ; let all the harmony of creation praise 
and magnify thee, by blessing thy most holy 
name for ever. 

Let all thy saints and elect, whose names are 
written in the book of life, praise thee and glo- 
rify thee with everlasting praise ; and for a full 
remission of my sins, for a good death and a 
happy end, for an escape from eternal damn*- 
tion, and for a sight of the heavenly glory, grant 
that their prayers may ascend to thee, O Lord. - 
For me may they avail through thine inter- 
cession to obtain the gift of salvation, that I may 
dwell in thy presence for ever. Amen. 
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£ On the Creation of the First Man, and his 
< ; miserable Fall. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, Holy 
Trinity and indivisible Unity, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, one true Almighty God ; who 
for declaring the ineffable bounty of thy good- 
ness, in the beginning hast created the heaven 
and the earth, the sea and all things therein. 
Before other creatures with special honour thou 
didst raise Man to the image and likeness of 
thyself, by making him powerful in dominion, 
wise in reason, innocent in life. I praise and 
bless thee for the exceeding kindness of thy 
bounty, who in Paradise didst lavish upon Man 
the riches of enjoyment, that he might please 
himself with the higher creation, rule over the 
lower, and in thfe possession of all things without 
stint might praise thee for ever. I praise and 
bless thee, O God of Love, for that undying 
pity whereby thou didst spare from the sentence 
of eternal death man who deceived thee, — man, 
the ungrateful, who remembered not thy kind- 
ness. That he might have time for repentance, 
thou, in the tenderness of thy Fatherly correc- 
tion, didst send him forth outside the bounds of 
pleasant Paradise. Although for the greatness 
of his offence he was worthy of eternal condem- 
nation, nor had any claim tor pardon, yet thou 
didst not enforce this rigour of Justice, but with 
the sweetness of thine infinite Pity didst lay 
upon him the burden of contrition, and beyond 
the valley of Time didst show him the distant 
gate of Hope. Thus was salvation granted to 
reasoning man, who by sin had fallen under con- 
demnation. Therefore ought every &&&&& «ct&l 
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to give thee thanks ; therefore ought no man to 
trust in his own virtue, nor to boast of the jus- 
tice of his own deservings. For thine, O Lord 
God, we are ; created by thy hand, established by 
thy bounty. By thy liberality have we received 
what we possess ; yet by our own sinfulness we 
quickly fall away and desert from thee. Raise 
us up, good Lord, and strengthen us by the 
guarding care of thine Almighty hand. Behold, 
dear Jesu, how we sink lower and lower, and 
faint beneath the wasting breath of sin. We 
implore the pity of thy healing hand. We re- . 
call to mind the abundance of thy goodness. 
We offer to thee the sacrifice of praise in thank- 
fulness for the multitude of thy mercies, which 
to us thy sinful children, sold under sin, thou 
hast shown in the fulness of thine infinite love. 



II. 

On the 'Recovery of Man from Punishment by 
the Advent of the Lord. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty and merciful, whose nature 
is loving-kindness, whose will is power, whose 
work is pity, for thine infinite mercy and loving- 
kindness, whereby thou didst not refuse to recall 
fallen man from manifold error and the defile- 
ments of sin to the path of repentance, when he 
lay overthrown by the guile of the Devil and 
by the poison of JDeath; by giving to him the 
hope of pardon and the consolation of obtaining 
salvation by the promise of thy coming. And 
lest, perchance, through ignorance, man might 
take upon him to excuse his sin, thou didst give 
frequent warnings to his wandering heart by 
opening to him the Law, by laying plagues upon 
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him, "by exercising open judgment on sinners, 
by multiplying signs, by promising future bless- 
ings, so tnat they might be without excuse who 
' turned not themselves to thy worship and a 
knowledge of the truth. For in every age of 
the world, by Patriarchs, Judges, Priests, Kings, 
and Prophets, from righteous Abel even to John 
thy forerunner, thou aidst not cease to prefigure 
and to promise the day of thine Advent by won- 
derful signs and oracles of many a shape and 
form ,* that by so many witnesses going before 
and announcing thy mysteries thou mightest 
raise our understandings to faith and mightest 
kindle the slumbering name of our love by the 
living examples of many ancient fathers. 

in. 

On the Redemption of the Human Race by the 
Mystery of the Incarnate Word. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
my God, Creator and Redeemer of the 
human race, for thine exceeding love, whereby, 
when thou hadst wonderfully made man, thou 
didst will yet more wonderfully to recover him. 
For when we were yet thine enemies, and the 
ancient Death held 'his unjust sway over the 
whole human race, thou didst remember thine 
abundant mercies, and didst look down from the 
lofty habitation of thy glory to this valley of 
tears and misery. Tiiere tnou beheldest the 
affliction of thy people upon the earth, and the 
heavy burden of the sons of Adam. Therefore, 
being touched with the sweetness of love, thou 
tookest upon thee to meditate thoughts of peace 
And Redemption. For when the fulness or time 
was come, thou earnest to us as the Day-star 
i 
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from on high, and by the display of the Incar- 
nation didst fulfil the yearnings of the prophets 
by appearing Very God and Very Man amongst 
men. I bless and praise thee, O our Saviour 
Jesu Christ, for thy lowliness and humility, 
wherein thou didst deign to choose a poor 
maiden for thy Mother, whom thou didst cause 
to be betrothed to the just and holy Joseph, 
who was but a lowly carpenter. I bless thee 
for the Annunciation of thine Incarnation, and 
the reverent Angelic Salutation wherewith the 
Angel Gabriel devoutly saluted the most Blessed 
Virgin Mary, announcing to her the Divine 
Mystery, and that the Son of God should 
be incarnate of her. I praise and honour thee 
for the steadfast faith of the Virgin Mary, for 
her firm assent and humble answer, and for all 
the virtues which then especially she showed, 
when she thus obediently answered to the Arch- 
angel bringing her the glad tidings, " Behold the 
handmaid of the Lord ; be it unto me according 
to thy word" I praise and glorify thee, O 
Eternal Wisdom of the Father, for thy descent 
from the throne of unapproachable glory to the 
lowly dwelling of our mortality, and for thy pure 
conception by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin 
Mary; descending upon whose chaste womb 
the marvellous virtue of the Most High formed 
thine hallowed flesh from the unpolluted flesh $f 
the Virgin. For thou being Very God, of one 
Substance with the Eternal Father, becamest 
one flesh with us, without taint of sin, that thou 
mightest make us one Spirit with thee by the 
adoption of the sons of God. I praise and mag* 
nify thee for the depth of thy love in divesting 
thyself of thy fulness, and taking upon thee otur 
sufferings, lowliness, weakness, and mortality; 
that thou mightest fill us from thy want, save 
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us by thy sufferings, exalt us by thy lowliness, 
strengthen us by thy weakness, and by thy 
mortality lead us to the glory of immortality. 
I praise and magnify thee for thy long endur- 
ance, whereby thou didst lie hid for nine months 
within the cloister of the Virgjn's womb, await- 
ing the due time of thy nativity ; thou who ac- 
cording to thy Godhead hast not times nor years, 
but orderest all things in fitting time and sea- 
son. O loveable and marvellous condescension, 
whereby thou the God of infinite glory didst 
not abhor the Virgin's womb, and thou who 
hast created the universe by the breath of thy 
lips didst will for sake of our freedom to assume 
the pains and troubles which vex the soul of 
sinful man. O sweet Jesu, brightness of the 
Eternal Glory, the lowlier thou madest thyself 
in thy Manhood so much the loftier hast thou 
shown thyself to me in the abundance of thy 
loving-kindness; the humbler thou wast made 
for my sake, so much the dearer art thou to my 
heart. 



IT. 

On the Nativity and the Poverty ofotur Lord 
Jesus. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Only-begotten Son of the Fa- 
ther, who being born ineffably before the world 
didst condescend to be born in a miserable 
stable and for love of poverty to be placed in a 
narrow stall. I praise thee, O loving Jesus, for 
thy Nativity of the pure Virgin Mary, for thy 
poverty and lowly abode in the poor and wretched 
manger. What thoughts avail worthily to ima- 
gine the Most High God thus lowering \&x&&€& 
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for mankind. Oh what thanks ought the whole 
human race to pay to thee, for whose redemption 
thou soughtest the narrowness of the manger. O 
great affection and wondrous love! O sight of mar- 
vellous tenderness ! To see God born a babe ! To 
behold him wrapped in mean swaddling clothes, 
and laid among the cattle in a narrow stall ! O 
humility passing belief, when the Lord of all lords 
condescended to become the fellow servant of 
his servants ! A small thing did it seem to thee, 
O Lord my God, that thou shouldest be my 
Father and my Creator, who didst even deign t© 
become my brother and my flesh in the truth of 
human nature, yet without contracting the taint 
of ancient corruption. O supernatural Nativity 
which for the restoration of our lost nature 
overstepped the order of natural birth in the 
excellence of the miracle, and with divine power 
dried the tears which flowed continually from 
the fountain-head of our origin. Oh how happy 
for us and full of love was thy birth, O sweet 
child Jesus, offspring of the virgin, infant of 
the holy Mother Mary, which repairs the birth 
of all, restores their condition, annuls the sen- 
tence, blots out the handwriting of a condemned 
nature ; that if any one deplore his being born 
unto condemnation from the seed of Adam, he 
may find joy in thine undefiled Nativity, firmly 
trusting that he has been born again through 
thy grace. We render thanks to thee, O Jesu 
Christ, Only Son of God, for thy willing birth 
amongst us, through whom we have access io 
that grace wherein we stand, and have con- 
-fidence in the glorious expectation of the sons 
of God which is laid up for us in heaven. Thou 
art the pledge of our redemption, thou our ever- 
lasting hope ; we sinners humbly flee for succour 
to thee who soughteat us before when as yet we 
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knew thee not. O holy and sweet infancy which 
bast imparted true innocence to human hearts, 
through which every age may return to blessed 
infancy, and become conformable to thee, not 
by change of members, but by humility of heart 
ind piety of soul. Grant to me, O most merciful 
Jesus, to imitate the holy footsteps of thy low- 
liness and poverty, who giving to all men an 
axample of virtue and the remedy of Eternal 
Salvation didst will to be born of the Virgin 
Mary at the midnight hour. Cause me with 
Angels and with all the company of heaven to 
ling thanksgiving and praise to thee with devout 
heart, for aU the blessings so vast and number- 
teas whereof thou hast made us partakers by thy 
Nativity. 



On the Discomfort and Poverty of the lowly 
Jesus* 

I BLESS thee, and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, for thy kindly endurance of the 
many discomforts in the beginning of thy Na- 
tivity and thy bitter taste of extreme poverty. 
For when thou, being God, wast born into the 
world, thou chosest the time of night for se- 
sresy, the rigour of winter for pleasure. Thou 
ioughtest not lofty palaces for thy royal dignity, 
but a little cradle for covering thy tenderness. 
Oh poverty, surpassing poverty! When thou 
irho rulest the whole world hadst scarcely rags 
for a covering, — even thou who madest a coat of 
dona for the first man, who hast adorned the 
heavens with stars, the earth with flowers, ani- 
mals with wonderful variety of clothing. Oh 
auoly poverty of the Son of God^mQTOY**^^ 
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than all the riches of the world, and scarcely to 
be fully imitated by any ! Who of the sons of 
men ever at his "birth endured such straits? 
_What book, what tongue, or what examples 
show that any of the saints ever had such a be- 
ginning of poverty as this P Wherefore I render 
thee hearty praise from the very bottom of my 
heart, O Jesu, heavenly King ana Child of bound- 
less love, praying thee to give me grace to follow 
thine endurance, and with heart full of love to- 
wards thee to bear the cares and annoyances 
which ever infest a life of poverty. Thou didst 
descend from heaven to make poverty lovely in 
our eyes, and didst thyself become poor amongst 
us in order that we might hereafter with thee 
possess the riches of thine everlasting kingdom, 
where neither moth nor rust corrupt, nor thieves 
break through and steal. I praise and bless 
thee for thine assumption of poverty and meek- 
ness with us, whom thou didst account so dear 
that thou didst lay down thy royal diadem and 
condescend to be reckoned among the sons of 
Adam as one of ourselves, by entering our com- 
mon nature and taking its frailty upon thyself — 
very Man of the substance of thy Mother, with 
reasonable soul and perishable human flesh, yet 
holy in all things and without taint of sin. 

VI. 
On the Tears of the Infant Jesus the Saviour, 

I BLESS thee, and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, joy of the Angels, comfort of 
the distressed, for the tears and wailings of thine 
infancy wherewith thou didst denlore the sins of 
the sons of Adam. Marvellous is the sight and 
wondrous the condescension, -when God wails in 
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the cradle as an infant, whom the Angels praise 
in heaven : he as mortal man draws milk from 
the Mother's breast, who as Almighty ministers 
the substance of life to all : he is held by the 
hands, is carried in the arms, who thunders in 
„£he clouds and bedews the earth with showers. 
.See how the lowest things are united to the 
highest, — things human to divine. My God, the 
tears of thy wailing infancy wash me pure with- 
in ; thy lamentations deplore my sins. I owe 
more, Lord, to thy sufferings by which I am 
redeemed, than to thy works whereby I was 
created. Oh how I ought to bewail my sins, 
twhen thou, Lord, didst not cease to weep for 
r them ! Oh how severe were the wounds of my 
soul for which thou didst shed such abundant 
tears! Yet it is no wonder if thou sheddest 
J tears of compassion over those for whom thou 
earnest to shed even thy precious Blood that thou 
mightest wash us from our sins. I praise thee, 
therefore, O beloved Jesus, and will praise thee 
above measure for thy pitying compassion to- 
wards me a miserable sinner. 



VII. 

On the Nurture of the Child Jesus at the Breast 
of the Virgin. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, unfailing fountain of life, for 
thj nurture at the breast of the Virgin Mary, 
with whose sacred milk thou wast fed, — thou who 
art the feeder of all, the food and the bread of 
Angels. Oh ineffable bounty of divine conde- 
scension to mankind! Who among men can 
adequately value the greatness of the sign and 
. the grace, when God is nourished on taH&ttb. wfcy* 
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stance and maiden's milk. Oh with what ten- 
derness of lore art thou, my dear Lard, united 
to me, who didst incline to the wants of human 
frailty ! Oh great and fearful mystery I We ac- 
knowledge thee to be one and the same Person, 
yet God of God the Father, and Very Man of 
the Virgin Mother. We believe that thou being 
one and the same, art Son of the Woman, and . 
Only-begotten of the Father's Glory. One and ' 
the same,, thou becamest sharer with us in human-* 
kind, who in the heaven of heavens art adored 
as Lord and Master of the Angels. What man;:: 
is thou didst will to be, that man too might be :: 
able to be what thou art. I praise therefore and : L 
bless thee, for thine ineffable loving-kindness in 
that thou wast not ashamed of thy food at the ? 
Mother's bosom, and didst thereby show that 
thou hadst taken true birth of flesh from thy 
Blessed Mother Mary. O thou who feedest all 
things and yet wast content with so frugal fare, 
feed my soul with the food of thy holy Word, 
and grant to me to serve thee thankfully so long- 
as I shall abide in the fragile tenement of the 
body. Amen. 



VIII. 

On the Painful Circumcision of the Innocent 
Child Jesus, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ* Saviour of the world, model of 
purity, guardian of innocence, for the painful 
circumcision of thy tender flesh according to the 
requirements of the Mosaic Law, to which thou 
wast obedient, though in all things free from 
stain. I praise thee for the first shedding of 
thine innocent Blood, which for us thou didst 
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hed to-day. O meek Lamb of God, how deep 
raa thine affection, how great the merit of thine 
ndurance when thine holy and immaculate flesh 
a the time of tender infancy accepted the pen- 
lty of Circumcision which it had not itself de- 
erved. It was I that sinned : it is thou that 
>ayest the penalty of my sin. I was conceived 
o. the concupiscence of sin, and thou who wast 
)oro without taint of guilt receivedst the pun- 
shment of wrath. Nothing was there in thee 
o be healed, nothing to be corrected ; but be- 
ause I am unable to make full satisfaction for 
ay sins thou didst aid me with thy grace, and 
Lidst apply the purifying medicine to my soul 
>yi the painful circumcision of thy flesh. Nor 
s it wonderful if thou sufferest thyself to be cir- 
umcised who wast prepared to die for all men. 
Thoa didst receive gifts for men, and the price 
rhich thou gavestwas thyself. O loving and 
nost kind Jesus, who in thine innocent body 
lidst receive the circumcision of the flesh, cir- 
umeise all my members with the spiritual rock 
Ad order all my doings, and direct my ways 
^cording to thy life. Whatsoever of carnal 
lesires thou flndest in me cut away and destroy ; 
very vain and light desire restrain thou with 
lie strictness of thy rule, till being cleansed 
rom sins within and brought wholly to thee, I 
aay be found worthy to enjoy everlasting love 
f thy holy Name and fellowship in thy heavenly 
ingdom. Amen. 



IX. 

On the Giving qfthe Name ofJestu. 

BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jegus Christ, for thine aecepteucfc <& \>^ 
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saving and adorable Name which was called Je* 
bus. This was first announced by the Angel in 
the ears of the Blessed Virgin Mary, afterwards 
was revealed to Joseph in a dream, and to-day 
was given thee by thy parents. Oh sweet Name 
of Jesus, blessed above every Name in heaven 
and in earth ! According to thy Name be thy 
praise, even to the ends of the earth. From 
the rising of the sun to the going down of the 
same, thy Name shall be great and glorious fbf 
ever and ever. This holy and venerable Name 
was kept for thee from all eternity by the Fa* 
ther, but in time was made known to men. Fop 
there is none other Name under heaven given 
unto men whereby they may be saved. Rightly 
therefore let every knee be bowed to thee, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth, and let every tongue confess 
unto thy holy Name that thou art Jesus our Sa- 
viour and Itedeemer. O beloved Jesu, how is 
thy Name beloved in the whole earth ! Above 
the name of king Solomon thy Name is mag- 
nified, and above the name of all kings who 
have reigned on earth or ever shall reign . There- 
fore shall all kings of the earth adore thee, all 
tribes and tongues shall serve thee ; for thou art 
the Lord our God, the King and the Saviour of 
the faithful. Oh sweet and saving Name of Jfe- 
sus, healing all languor, enlightening our minds, 
kindling our hearts, banishing our sadness, calm- 
ing our anger, giving peace and harmony, feeding 
the flame of love, and causing joy in tribulation- ! 
This Name of love was borne from heaven to 
earth by the Archangel : it was preached over 
the whole earth by the Apostles. For this, holy 
Martyrs suffered ; this Confessors taught wiut 
unfaltering voice; this sacred virgins ardently 
loved; this old men and young praise and sing,; 
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and thousand thousands of the faithful have 
chosen rather to undergo death than to deny 
the beloved Name of Jesus. This saving Name 
kings and princes now adore ; this priests and 
doctors preach ; this all the faithful of Christ 
venerate and love, who renouncing the world, 
the flesh, and the devil, hope to be saved in the 
Name of Jesus. For Jesus is the salvation and 
protection of all his own, in whose hearts firm 
faith and love abide. O sweet Jesu, mv only 
liope of salvation, write thy blessed Name in mv 
heart, not in letter, but in spirit ; that there it 
may be and may remain so firmly impressed that 
tM> prosperity nor adversity may draw me away 
from thy love. Be thou to me a strong tower 
rrom the face of my enemy, my comforter in 
tribulation, my reconciler m doubt, my liberator 
from difficulties, my helper in misfortune, my 
instructor in life, my rescuer from errors, and 
through so many dangers and temptations my 
faithful guide to the heavenly country. Amen. 



On the Epiphany of Jesus and the devout obla- 
tion of the Wise Men, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, King of earthly kings, for thy 
manifestation before the three kings. For when 
thou wast born in Bethlehem thou didst not re- 
fuse to reveal thy majesty to men of a far country, 
and didst show the garniture of thy holy poverty 
by leading them with heavenly light to the mean 
habitation of thy dwelling. O God, great and 
wonderful, who alone orderest all thm.%% *xsA. 
workest great things in, tke^e&Nen «5ww*^b* *^ 
example of humility thou -wa»\» tio\» *j£bsxaa&. \» 
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appear poor and indigent before men so noble 
ana ricn. For thou didst change neither thy 
dwelling nor the garb assumed for us for a 
brighter state, but abiding in the same place and 
dress didst show thyself indifferently to shep- 
herds and to kings. I praise tbine infinite cle* 
mency for the firstfruits of the Gentiles and the 
calling of the strangers, whom by secret inspi- 
ration thou drewest from the parts of the East 
to the light of faith. There were not found in 
Israel any amongst his rulers that hastened to 
seek the place of thy Nativity, as these strangers* 
whose faith was more clearsighted than theirs, 
whose devotion more fervent. I glorify thee 
for thy marvellous enlightening of the Gentiles, 
when thou didst cause thy light to shine so glo* 
riously in the dark hearts of the Easterns, that 
thev followed with unhesitating faith, through 
so long a tract of country, the sign shown to 
them from heaven. For when darkness covered 
the earth, and thick darkness the people, thou, 
Lord, didst arise upon them as the Daystar from 
on high and cause thy glory to be seen ; so that 
the Gentiles came to tny light and kings to the 
brightness of thy rising. My beloved Lord, I 
reverently adore thee with the holy Magi by 
keeping close to their footsteps, desiring to offer 
to thee with devout affection those three pre- 
cious gifts which contain in themselves the three 
mysteries of the faith. For they verily falling 
down before thee offered gold for a sign of royal 
dignity, frankincense in veneration of thy* Ma- 
jesty as God, and myrrh as a symbol of the 
mortality which thou didst take upon thyself. 
Wherefore, O Almighty King of kings, Lord of 
lords, Ruler of the ages, Jesu Christ, accept the 
oblation from the spiritual hand of thy poor 
servant, which to-day with the wise men I sup- 
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pliantly present to thee. I offer thee firstly 
right faith, hope unwavering, and charity to be 
kept pure for ever. I believe that thou art King 
of neaven and earth. I adore thee as very God, 
the Only -begotten Son of the Father. I con- 
fess that thou for my salvation didst assume a 
mortal body from Mary Ever- Virgin. Accept 
also yet other three gifts of good odour, con- 
taining sweetness in themselves. Behold ! of 
thine own I present unto thee. Worldly sub- 
stance I contribute to thy service for the dear 
love of thee who for my sake becamest poor. 
This is the gift of precious gold which I lay at 
thy feet I add also unto it the gift o£frankin- 
cen$e 9 — even the incense of devout prayer, im- 
ploring forgiveness for my own sins with sighs 
and tears, giving thanks to thee for thy many 
kindnesses bestowed upon me, and interceding 
for all who are in trouble and necessity. This 
is the acceptable gift of sweet frankincense, 
which I burn before thee. I offer also the like- 
ness of myrrh in memory of thy bitter Passion, 
desiring to cross thy path of perfection by the 
ioil of self-denial and mortification. For as often 
as for love of thee I taste of the bitter cup of the 
•Passion, so often do I offer to thee the likeness 
of choice myrrh. And as often as I conquer 
4ml desires within myself and renounce my own 
will, so often do I bravely bruise the sweetly 
exhaling myrrh in the vessel of my heart, that 
•oetly spices may there be prepared, fitting for 
4he Christ with whom I am buried. Oh how 
happy should I be, if I might be able to offer a 
little bundle of myrrh to my Jesus, by gather- 
ing into one all thy labour and sorrow, even all 
the bitterness of thy Passion ! For by such a 
mixture of myrrh and frankincense is the faithful 
soul wont to be kindled to the fercoro <& \<sss>* 



bi fcr the amtiaVatkm of aft 
I err* the* tkih, O Lord Jen 
Chrat. xr droftk- cat* for tkk day which 
ht£ae tenmii a g mu» thorn didat adorn wnw 
dm^wki^inniff: &rtt>4ayby a stvto 
hnnAriv the three kings to At nisay r ; to-oafi 
then ik faafcnrd by John am JcrSmm ; today 
at the ■iiiiaiii Awl" thon midm water iata 
wine. And in all the** thiacs thorn didst ewk 
dendydVcaire thyaelf tobebothGodand Mam: 
I pray thee, there&we, O hamble and gentaV 
Lo*d.~peraui aw not 10 lie aednced by Herodiiai 
deceits* even br the honours of the woiid and: 
canal debghtsL Look npon the frith of the 
holy kings and the hean of thy chaste Mother 
fall of grate, and Wad n*e with them under thae 
gn wdiajrehip of thine aagel by the straight path 
into thine heavenly kingdom, where I may b& 
fcand worthy to behold the everlasting bright* 
neas of thr countenance. Amen. 



Om Ike Pwrifemtiom <f i ie Blessed Virgin Marf 
ami the PresemtatHM if Jesus. 

1 BLESS thee and gire thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ* author of parity, for thy humbk? 
Presentation in the temple of God, when theaa 
wast offered by thy parents with victims and: 
gifts as one of the sons of Adam, and wast re< 
deemed like a bondslave for five silver shekels. -i 
I bless thee, O holy Redeemer of the world, far 
thy submissive obedience to the divine law, whtf 
being without debt of sin didst undergo all the 
legal ordinances that thou mightest give us am: 
example of true resignation. I honour thee for' 
the humility of thy Blessed Mother, and her 
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ready subjection to the precept of the law who 
being holy Virgin in giving birth and after birth 
yet refused not to undertake the remedy of Pu- 
rification. Oh oblation most acceptable! Oh 
most sweet satisfaction, for it is free, — for it is 
fall, — for it is clear from all taint of sin. But 
what shall I offer, or what shall I give back in 
return to thee, O Lord, for all that thou hast 
given to me P What can I give thee, poor and 
needy sinner that I am, and miserable child of 
the children of men, unless I resign wholly to 
thee my body and my soul. Oh how necessary 
to me were that Purification for washing away 
my sins, how useful that satisfaction which is 
due for my transgressions, who am polluted with 
such manifold defilements of guilt. Therefore 
I look unto thee, O most kind Lord Jesus, pray- 
ing thee of thy mercy to make satisfaction for 
me and with thy most pure oblation to wash 
away all my sins ; that at length being cleansed 
and purified I may be found worthy to enter the 
temple of thy heavenly habitation and to praise 
thine holy JSTame for ever. Accept, O merciful 
Lord and Redeemer, the prayers and interces- 
sions which rise continually to thee from the 
lips of thine holy ones, who having cast off the 
bnrden of the mortality which weighs me down, 
now stand pure and clean before thee. For they 
have washed their robes and made them white 
in thy blood. The mists of earth cloud not now 
their sight ; thou who brakest the bars of Hell 
hast given unto them a place of rest and light 
until thy coming again, when their imperfect 
bliss shall be lost in the everlasting glory of the 
beatific vision and death shall no more nave do- 
minion over them. And when, Lord, from the 
ten thousand tongues of earth rises unto heaven 
the multitudinous cry of human ^aui^&ifia&erj ■> 
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then let the prayers of thine holy saints who, 
unseen, are one with us in the Communion of 
thy Mystical Body rise with ours in unceasing 
intercession before the Mercy-seat of the Fa- 
ther. And especially amongst those whom thou 
hast taken unto thyself in thy kingdom may her 
prayers avail who being one with us in the Com- 
munion of thy Body was herself also found wor- 
thy to be the fountain-head of that Body, and of 
the reasonable Soul, which with it in the perfec- 
tion of thy Manhood thou didst assume into thy 
Godhead for us. May my defilement, O Lord 
Jesus, be cleansed from thine Incarnation. May 
my impurity, both of mind and body, be puri- 
fied by the in violate purity of the Virginal womb 
which thou didst enter. May thy love for her 
kindle the coldness of my love for thee. May 
thy humility before thy Mother bend my pri<3fe 
to thy will. May thy spontaneous obedience 
break the perversity and hardness of my incli- 
nations, behold, I offer myself wholly to thee, 
and I give into thine hands the service of my 
life. I offer a pair of turtle doves first in com- 
punction for my sins and in grief for my neg- 
ligences, and also in yearning desire for eternal 
joys. I give moreover willingly two young 
pigeons, — even double simplicity within; de- 
siring to render to no man evil for evil, and to 
conquer evil by good. Which things mayest 
thou grant me to perform, O Good Jesus, who 
wast to-day presented in the temple by thy lowly 
Virgin Mother, and wast borne with joy by the 
just and devout Simeon in the arms of love. 
Amen. 
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XII. 



On the Persecution of the Lord by Herod, and on 
the Flight of the Child Jesus into Egypt, and 
on his Return to Nazareth. 

1 BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, for the persecution and trouble 
endured by thee in thine holy boyhood, when 
thou fleddest from the face of the wicked King 
Herod, and as an exile and a stranger wast com- 
pelled to go out from thine own country and to 
enter secretly the land of Egypt ; from which in 
old time thou leddest forth the children of Israel 
. with a mighty hand and with signs and won- 
ders. I praise and glorify thee for the toilsome 
journey and weary wandering which thou didst 
Dear in the strange country, living for the space 
of seven years among heathen people who knew 
not God nor worshipped before his altar. Oh 
what cruel impiety to wish to slay the Author 
of Life, and to drive the King of Heaven from 
his own country and people ! Oh what tears 
would flow, could one have beheld the dear and 
beautiful little boy with the fair form of his 
Virgin Mother, flying in the shadow of the 
pecret night, and departing into a land which 
they knew not ! Through the coldness of the 
night and the roughness of the wav, as the 
weeping of Raman comes borne to them upon 
the midnight air, she folds her sweet babe to ner 
Jureast, who shows by his reliance on human 
dare and tenderness that he can be touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities. Of truly singular 
long-suffering is that persecution a memorial, 
and teaches all the faithful of Christ that they 
must suffer many persecutions from tiu& "WuSfcao^ 
K 
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though they deserve them not. O holy Child 
of the homeless Maiden, O stranger amongst 
those whom thou didst wander to win back to 
their heavenly home, let thine unsheltered form 
be present to my eyes when I would repine at 
worldly trouble or injury which may seem to me 
hard and unfair. I praise and honour thee, O 
Lord Jesu Christ, for thy happy return from 
Egypt, and restoration once more to thine own 
country, and for that domestic life with thy 
parents in Nazareth, where thou didst inno- 
cently consort with friends and neighbours, 
being content to lead a life of poverty with thy 
Mother and S. Joseph. O wondrous conde- 
scension of my God ! when he who was begotteli 
of the Father before all worlds was content fib 
live for thirty years among poor people in a 
cottage, and to be regarded in their eyes at 
merely one of themselves. He who with tht 
Father and the Holy Ghost is worshipped and 
glorified, who passed into the world through the 
inviolate womb of the Virgin as through the 
sealed stone of the sepulchre and the closet 4 
door of the upper chamber, suffered himself to 
be thought the Son of an earthly father. "2ft 
tww, as wets supposed, the Son of Joseph** Tk^ 
Eternal Word, by whom the heavens were made 
and all the hosts of them by the breath of hk 
mouth, was reputed unmurmuring to be the fkA 
of the carpenter. For they said, " Is not thk 
the carpenters Son f" Grant to me now, O bo* 
loved Jesus, in some little way at least to ini* 
tate thy passive endurance : not to mvnraf 
against wrongs which are done to ma, b«J 
humbly to give way to the angry man : to beat 
up if any one laughs at me, or spreads iU-na? 
tared gossip about me, or gives me annoranee 
in other ways, and to intercede fervently for his 
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ition : not feeling indignant with the man, 
•ather imputing all to the Old Serpent who 
empted him. Grant to me to keep peace 
goodwill among all those around me, to con- 
their wishes in everything rather than my 
and patiently to endure with them any 
ry in temporal things to the praise of thy 
e. Amen. 



XIII. 

the Holy Innocent* who were itainfor their 
Lord by the wicked Herod. 

ILESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, hope of the helpless, glory of 
rumble, and crown of all the saints, for the 
cent death of so many children slain for the 
of thy Name. I praise and glorify thee for 
Irstfruits of the Martyrs, whom having suf* 
1 without commission of sin thou didst 
e to depart from this world with pure body 
soul, and didst grant to them the merit of 
tyrdom ere they had yet had the use of 
on. I adore the wonderful justice of thy 
.merits in all thy works, who with eternal 
f hast exalted the humble and meek, and 
confounded the proud Herod and his fol- 
rrs in the imagination of their hearts, 
neatly I beseech thee, O most innocent 
is, that thou wilt teach me to follow in heart 
in behaviour the innocence and humility of 
> children j that all bitterness and pride of 
t being laid down, I may be found milder, 
\r, more humble, patient, and cheerful 
ngst my companions, unspoilt by any soft* 
and delicacy of living, unstained by fleshly 
arity, but guarded front evil V5 &^v$u&fe 
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and rule, and due mortification of the carnal 
appetite. Amen. 

XIV. 

On the Obedience of our Lord Jesus Christ which 
he showed to his Parents as he sat in the Tem- 
ple among the Doctors. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, master of humility and teacher 
of eternal truth, for the example of wonderful 
wisdom and for the light of hidden wisdom in 
thee now shown forth to men, when thou weak- 
est up with thy parents to Jerusalem for the 
feast, offering to God the Father vows of 
praise and of holy prayers for us. When thou 
satest in the midst or the doctors, a boy of twelve 
years old, humbly hearing and asking them 

Questions, thou didst attract the eyes of all to 
tiyself. I praise and magnify thee with per- 
petual devotion for thy reverential obedience 
which thou didst exhibit to thy parents when 
they found thee at length, after having sought 
thee long and anxiously, in that thou, the Ruler 
of the heavens, didst meekly submit to their 
command, and renounce immediately thine own 
will. I praise and bless thee for the gentleness 
of thy reproach, as they spoke to thee of an 
earthly father, when thou didst point, not in 
words, but in tone of love to thine AJmighty 
Father in heaven, saying, " Know ye not that I 
must be about my Fathers business?" And 
when they did not receive the word which was 
said to them, thou wentest down with them from 
Jerusalem to Nazareth as a most obedient and 
submissive son. O most sweet Jesus, beloved 
child of all holiness and mirror of virtue, teaeh 
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me to break the perversity of my will by will- 
ingly acquiescing in the counsel of my eiders ; 
devoutly to enter the temple of God, attentively 
to hear those who preach thy word, to reverence 
the doctors of the Church, numbly to obey my 
superiors, and in perfect submission joyfully to 
serve thee all the days of my life. Amen. 

xv. 

On the L\fe and Conversation of Jesus Christ 
with his Parents. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, for the surpassing holiness of 

- thy life which thou leddest so long in obscurity 
with thy parents at Nazareth, in abiding with 
them in great poverty, humility, and submission 
from thy twelfth to thy thirtieth year. I praise 
and magnify thee with longing affection of heart 
for thy humble concealment of thy majesty among 

: thy kinsmen and neighbours, when thou didst 

-suffer thyself to be called and considered the 

Bon of the carpenter without showing any sign of 

. Divinity to make thy Godhead known. Oh hu- 

*• mility of Jesus Christ, how dost thou confound 
the vanity of my pride, and with how bright an 
example warnest thou me to avoid earthly dis- 

§lay, to guard myself in worldly society, to 
eeire retirement, to wish to be thoroughly 

.known to God only, to care for my own salva- 
tion before all things ; not to push myself for- 

• ward before the eyes of men for the sake of no- 
toriety, but rather to follow after the word of 

:life with diligent care, until thine holy admo- 

; nition shall have borne ripe fruit of heaven. 
Help me, O good Jesus Christ, my dear master, 
secretly to search out with w&tcnftal \*sn& "ft^ 
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form of thy life, and inwardly to devote myself 
to thee ; to show my true love for thee by self- 
denial and humility, not to set my affection on 
things of this world, but to embrace with eager 
desire those things which are thine, and to shut 
safely within the chest of my heart the book of 
thy life and conversation. Amen. 



XVI. 

On the humble Baptism of Jesus by John in the 
river Jordan, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, fountain of goodness and of 
wisdom, for thy humble reception of Holy Bap- 
tism for the fulfilling of all righteousness, when 
thou didst of thine own free will submit thyself 
to the hands of thy forerunner, and didst con- 
descend to be baptized in Jordan, consecrating 
for us the waters of Baptism. Herein thou 
gavest an example to all who should hereafter 
be baptized, both small and great, how they 
must numbly receive the Sacrament of "Rege- 
neration unto salvation if they would enter the 
mansions of the heavenly kingdom. We indeed 
have been washed in thy Baptism. Us has that 
sanctifioation profited, not thee who hadst no 
stain of sin. I praise and honour thee, O ma- 
jestic brow, before which even the angelic hosts 
veil their faces in awe, for thy lowly inclination 
and descent and ablution in Jordan for the wash- 
ing away of my sins. I bless and glorify thee 
for thy revelation of heavenly secrets, for the 
presence of the Holy Trinity visibly manifested, 
for the path of eternal life laid open, for the 
miraculous enlightenment of thy forerunner 
John the Baptist, his hwnble «n*wer and ready 
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obedience. O Jesus, King Most High, how- 
didst thou bend thy head to-day for me a miser- 
able sinner ! what riches of heavenly grace hast 
thou displayed before me now ! Look upon me 
and pity all my sins, in how many different ways 
I have contracted them both openly and in 
secret. I seek to be baptized by thee with the 
Holy Ghost and with fire, for in many things 
have I offended thy love. Yet once more wash 
me from my wickedness, and cleanse me from 
my sin. For no man is pure from pollution, — 
no, not the infant of one day upon the earth, un- 
less thou alone art pure and the purifier, thou 
alone art holy and the hallower who hast power 
of remitting their sins to the sons of men ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy mercies. I be- 
seech thee, O Lord, let my soul live by thy 
grace ; neither remember my old iniquities, but 
renew my youth even as the youth of an eagle. 
Dismiss the past, guard thou the future, and 
ever pour into me fresh streams of thy grace, 
that I may be found worthy to obtain the un- 
fading glory of thy Godhead. Amen. 



XVII. 

On the Fasting and Temptation of Jesus Christ 
in the desert. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, for the holy fast which for forty 
days and forty nights thou didst endure in the 
desert by thyself, that thou mightest give us the 
rule of abstinence. There thou abodest like a 
hermit among the wild beasts without solace of 
man, destitute even of the ministry of Angels, 
thus commending an example to all who would 
serve thee under rule. I praise and \khio\jx 'O&fc** 



136 MEDITATIONS. 

O Jesus Christ, food of Angels and refreshment 
of men, for thy long torment of hunger, for thy 
wondrous abstinence and the severe mortifica- 
tion of thy holy Body ; for thy long vigils, thy 
holy prayers, thy pure meditations offered to 
Cod in the waste wilderness. I praise and mag- 
nify thee for thy brave contest with the Devil ; 
for the manifold vexation of the crafty tempter ;" 
for thy contempt of all his wicked suggestions ; 
for thy prudent answer from the Scriptures to 
his proposals ; for thy glorious victory over the 
three principal vices, to the everlasting confusion 
of Satan and the strengthening of our weak- 
ness. I praise and adore thee reverently on my 
bended knees, with thy holy Angels as they mi- 
nister with due honour unto thee ; seeking the 
food of life, the timely supplies of grace, com- 
fort in tribulation, protection from the wiles of 
the enemy so long as I sojourn in the desert of 
this world. I believe and confess thou art 
Christ the Son of God, God and Lord of An- 
gels, Creator and Redeemer of mankind, proved 
and tempted every way in the infirmity of our 
flesh, that thou mightest be merciful of heart, 
and by suffering with us mightest heal us from 
the sickness of our sins. O loving Jesus, brave 
combatant who so enduringly didst fast for me, 
well didst fight and conquer, grant to me to 
fight manfully against the world, the flesh, and 
the Devil, and with unmoved heart to repel every 
assault of temptation. Send thy holy Angels, 
thy ministers of light and peace, for a solace of 
my exile ; that they may often visit me, faith- 
fully guard me, powerfully succour me, kindly 
console me, abundantly bless me, and after the 
end of this life conduct me secure and safe with 
joy and happiness to thee my Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen, 
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XVIII. 



On the Holy Preaching and Salutary Doctrine 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesus Christ, good shepherd and guardian 
of all thy faithful, for thy loving anxiety for the 
safety of souls, and thine earnest desire for 
preaching the good tidings of God's Word 
among the people: when after thy departure 
from the desert thou earnest to proclaim the 
Kingdom of heaven and didst sound, with the 
trumpet of salvation through all Judaea, that all 
should repent, despise the fife of the world, and 
hasten to follow after heavenly blessings. Ah, 
most beloved Jesus ! how diligent was the care 
wherewith thou didst go round the villages and 
streets, the towns and the by-ways to convert 
sinners, to heal the contrite in heart and to give 
pardon to the truly penitent. I praise and glo- 
rify thee with my whole heart for thy saving 
doctrine and fervid preaching spread abroad 
through the whole of Galilee ana Judaea, and 
for thy Name which was proclaimed far and 
wide to the nations. Let thine holy lips bless 
me, and thy tongue with which so often thou 
didst declare the joys of the heavenly life, 
teaching the way of eternal truth and announc- 
ing to the whole world, with clear voice, the true 
and wonderful Light, — even thyself. I pray thee, 
O beloved Jesus, best of masters, grant to me with 
thirsting heart to drink in the streams of thy 
salutary doctrine, carefully to receive them, pru- 
dently to understand them, reverently to taste 
them, and to form all my practice according to the 
sacred words of thy mouth : for nonets ta YfoA 
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the path of ready and clear perfection save in the 
clear mirror of thine holy Gospel, laid open for 
me and for all to read. In thee, O Lord, foun- 
tain of eternal wisdom, the light of life and the 
fulness of all sweetness abounds and overflows* 
Incline therefore my heart to thy testimonies j 
open my ears to the words of thy lips : turn 
away my eyes lest they behold vanity, taA 
quicken me m the way of thy life. For simple 
and easy though the Gospel style appear, yet is 
it nevertheless profound and deep, and full of 
heavenly mysteries, to receive which the whole 
world is not sufficient. 



XIX. 

On the Signs and Miracles of our Lord, \ 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Bignteousness of God and 
Wisdom of the Father, for thy glorious signs 
and the marvellous wonders of thy miracles, 
wherefrom thou didst cast the light of thy glory 
upon the world, and didst prepare the minds of 
unbelievers for believing in thee, causing them 
to understand by fitting testimonies and signs 
that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 
God, who earnest into this world for the *#> 
demption of mankind. I praise and glorify 
thee for thine infinite love, when thou didfct 
show thyself so bounteous and kind to all pep* 
pie, that both the poor and infirm, and even thfc 
most miserable sinners dared to approach thee* 
and thou gavest them free opportunity of ad5- 
dressing and touching thee. Blessed are those 
eyes, brighter than the sun, which in pity thou 
didst lift up on the crowds who came to thee 5 
upon whom thou hadst eucta \ot\&^ compassion 
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that them sufferedst them not to depart home, 
but once and again didst abundantly satisfy 
many thousands of men with a few loaves and 
small fishes. Blessed are those Hands of awful 
power, which thou didst extend so readily upon 
the many sick, when by the touch of thine holy 
Body all infirmity, all disease, fled far away. 
Blessed are those fair Feet, bo often wearied and 
dusty for the salvation of souls, with which thou 
didst walk this way and that through the land, 
sowing abundantly the word of life and teaching 
openly now on the mountains, now in the plain. 
Many are the miracles which thou wroughtest 
for a testimony of thine holy doctrine by raising 
the sick of the palsy, by giving sight to the 
blind, by cleansing the lepers, by casting out 
devils, and by exercising the fall might of thy 
Godhead in raising the dead. O bright Jesus, 
light of the world, and salvation of thy people 
Israel, my Life, my Righteousness, and my 
Glory, mercifully look upon my infirmity and 
drive out all evil desires and passions from my 
heart ; open the ears of my understanding that 
I may hear what thou speakest in me, O my 
God. Eaise me from the slough of despond and 
lifltlessness, that I may go on from strength to 
strength by following thy will. Make my feet 
straight in thy commandments, and strengthen 
my listless hands for diligence of toil. Cleanse me 
from the leprosy of the flesh ; heal me from the 
sickness of wrath, reduce the swelling of pride, 
rescue me from the sting of envy, guard me 
from indulgence of the appetite, drive away the 
plague of avarice, repress the motions of lust. 
For these are the worst symptoms of the soul's 
sickness, the hidden infection of devils, which 
can be healed by thee only, O Lord Jesus, and 
be expelled by the word of thy |Kmet . "^ at \\»\& 
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given to no man to cure those spiritual sores and 
to impart the inner signs of holiness, unless thou 
alone, O God, work within, who speakest tha 
word and straightway it is done, who commanded 
and it is fulfilled. Say thou then to my soul,-**- 
"Be clean!" and it shall be clean. Say to my 
unclean spirit, which so often tempts and vexes 
me, — " Go out from the man, and enter no mori 
into him !" Say to my soul in all trouble and 
distress, — " I am thy salvation ; fear not." Only 

rik the word and my soul shall be healei 
en. 



xx. 

On the example set by Jesus : his way of Ijfe, an& 
his trouble, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, example of holiness, model of 
patience, flower of righteousness, sweet savour 
of life, for all thy gentleness and lovingkindnesa, 
and the example which thou didst show openly 
before thy disciples and all the people of Israel 
when thou didst invite the hearts of the simple 
to thy love. Thou didst draw the hard hearts 
of sinners to repentance by the tender persuasion 
of thy lips ; to the learned also thou didst afford 
an example of edification by every act and doc- 
trine of thine. I praise and glorify thee for the 
hardships and necessities endured by thy Body 
in the world, where for sake of mortal man 
thou becamest mortal man and didst live our 
weary life from the manger at Bethlehem to the 
painful way of Calvary. Hunger and thirst, 
cold and heat, toil and fatigue, sadness and fear, 
— all these things with meek and unrepining 
spirit thou didst bear. I praise and honour thee 
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for thy many and sore persecutions, for the ma- 
licious wiles and evil blasphemies often aimed at 
thee by the Scribes and Pharisees; for their 
base ingratitude and the abuse which they 
heaped upon thee on account of thy many bene- 
fits, and the signs and wonders done among the 
people. I praise and magnify thee for thy 
toundless love for the conversion and salvation 
of all men, — for thy often vigils when thou didst 
remain all night in prayer ; for thy groans and 
tears shed in compassion : for thy joy over sin- 
ners converted to the faith ; for thy thanksgiv- 
ing over the marvellous works performed by 
thee to the honour of thy heavenly Father. O 
beloved Jesus, bright example of life, grant to 
me thy poor servant who have hitherto given 
but poor work to thy service, to search out thine 
holy way of living with pious consideration, and 
to form all my actions and behaviour according 
to the copy of thy life, that I may learn to be 
meek and lowly in heart, may be temperate in 
bod, simple in dress, modest of countenance, 
tuiet in gait, calm in mind, silent in lips, giving 
^rethought to action, guarded within and with- 
at, watchful in prayer, devout in meditation, 
ligent in work, patient under rebuke, ready in 
>edience, tractable and easily turned to every 
od work, not slow, not negligent, not dispirited, 
t quarrelsome, not officious, not gossiping, not 
isy, not ill-natured, — but pious, loving, affec- 
late, serene, cheerful, modest, and striving 
bllow thee in all virtuous and godly living, 
en. 
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XXI. 

On the feast of Palms, and the humble riding qf 
Jesus into Jerusalem, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, merciful Saviour of the world 
and Redeemer of human kind, for the mani- 
festation of that wondrous humility and lore 
which thou didst dei&n this day to show, when 
with naked feet thou didst mount upon the back 
of a lowly ass, and, surrounded by boys singing 
thy praise, didst enter the holy city of Jeru- 
salem. I praise and magnify thee, O royal 
Jesu, Son of David, for the solemn reverence 
offered to thee to-day by the people of Israel* 
by whom thou wast hailed as King and Prophet, 
and proclaimed with loud acclamation. I praise 
and nonour thee for thy marvellous love and 
unruffled gentleness, who didst will to come, 
mild and unresisting, to those murderers, by 
whom thou knewest that shortly thou shouldst 
be slain. For their sins and malice thou didst 
shed abundant tears, foretelling what woes 
should happen after present pleasures. I praise 
and glorify thee for thy fervent zeal against the 
profane, when immediately on entering the 
temple thou didst drive the buyers and sellers 
from the house of thy Father, because they had 
made the house of Prayer into a den of thieves. 
But as to the unjust, and to the greedy, and to 
the sellers of their souls, thou didst appear in 
thy sternness ; so again, in the tenderness of 
thy love and pitrv, didst thou appear to the 
needy and meek, lavishing upon many the word 
of teaching and the saving aid. Oh, indescrib- 
able virtue of Christ I Oh, unsurpassable love 
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b Son of God ! My month shall speak of thy 
t, O Lord, and snail cause all thy praises 
i heard. Remember me in thy gooa time, 
Jesu! Visit me in thy salvation! Come, 
loved Jesu, and lead me into the holy city 
rusalem — not that which slew the prophets, 
hat which is built in the heavens. There 
> no discord sounds ; thither the quarrelling 
s of the unkind earth penetrate not. Ever- 
lg peace reigns there. There in unending 
tony dwell before thy presence the spirits 
te perfect just : their happiness unbroken, 

holiness without stain, the dross and alloy 
jrthly lust being purged and burnt away by 
onsuming fire of thy love. After their per* 
on grant me to strive, good Lord. Mount 
i the foal of the ass, by subduing all the 

and untamed motions of my flesh with the 
e of continence. It is good for me to bear 
oad, and ~to be subject to thy law ; not to 
at the rule of obedience, but with patience 
mildness to support the burden laid upon 

Assist me, O Lord, lest I flag in the toil of 
tual progress ; guide me, that I may tread 
r ay but the narrow path of life. Be thou 
telper, be thou the stay of my right hand, 

come to the heavenly Jerusalem, where is 
asting peace, joy, and true delight. There- 
with the children of the Hebrews, I ez- 
i to thee from my heart, Hosanna, O Son 
avid, glory to thee in the highest ! Hail, 
; of the world ! Saviour of the house of Is- 
whose Advent the prophets from the 
lation of the world have proclaimed, whom 
Eebrew people to-day have received in glory 

gladness. Thee I adore, thee I magnify, 
in the Name of thy Father hast come to 
jm us from the hand of the enemy, wAVj 
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thy precious Blood to reconcile us to God the 
Father. I entreat thee, Lord Jesu Christ, enter 
the temple of my heart, and whatsoever there 
thou shalt have seen to be spotted by vice and 
pollution, purify thou and purge away, that I 
lose not my salvation ; for to uiee I commend 
and resign myself. Cast out from thy taber- 
nacle the various forms of worldliness, the divfrs 
distractions, the wandering thoughts, the ima- 
ginations of places and of persons. Overturn 
the tables of the money-changers, lest the lust 
of avarice entice me : take away from my heart 
the noise of the money-changers and of the 
doves, lest the plenty or the loss of temporal 
things may cloud before my eyes the bright 
vision of heaven, or shroud it m the cares of 
earth. Seize, good Master, thy lash, wrought 
from the small cords of thy fear, and in tny 
great zeal drive forth all fancies which dis- 
play themselves before my soul in Church at 
the time of prayer; lest my soul, being sore 
tempted, and allured by various blandishments, 
be led into consent, and perish in the unguarded 
hour. Succour me with thy strength, O good 
Lord Jesu, and suffer me not to fall by the 
snares of the Devil and his never- wearied malice. 
With the inmost affection of my heart, with the 
purest devotion of my soul, may I serve thee. 
Preserve me from all evil : confirm me in all 
goodness, that I may escape the dangers of 
eternal damnation, and with thee may reach the 
abodes of the heavenly Jerusalem, there to 
reign for ever and ever. Amen. 



MEDITATIONS. 145 



XXII. 

On the most sacred banquet of the Last Supper, 
and the institution of the Sacrament of the 
precious Body and Blood. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Bread of life and Fountain of 
living water, for thy most sacred banquet of 
* the Last Supper with thy disciples, whicn for a 
long time with desire thou didst yearn to cele- 
brate. Thou, O Lord, King of heaven and 
earth, didst eat with thy humble followers. Nor 
didst thou refuse to lie at the same table with 
the wicked Judas, and to eat from the same 
dish. Whilst they were supping thou didst 
sweetly utter words of holy exhortation, and by 
kind warning didst endeavour- to reclaim even 
Judas from his malice. I praise and magnify 
thee for the infinite bounty of thine exceeding 
love, when after the eating of the Paschal lamb 
for the finishing of the old law, thou didst then 
first institute the Sacrament of thy most pre- 
cious Body and Blood for a memorial of thy 
Passion and continual love ; delivering this same 
Sacrament from thy blessed hands with sin- 
gular and earnest devotion to all thy disciples 
to be eaten, and at the same time showing to 
them, and to the succeeding priests who should 
be ordained by them, the form of Consecration ; 
and committing to them full authority for cele- 
brating the Eucharist, thenceforth even to the 
end of the world. Oh, singular and wondrous 
exhibition of love! Oh, superabundant libe- 
rality of divine bounty ! wherein the giver comes 
into the gift, and the bestowed is one with the 
bestower. Oh worthy Memora\. tuncr to \s«> 
L 
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passed by, wherein the faithful soul represents 
that her death is dead, and that she has found 
perpetual life in the beloved whom she receives. 
Oh, marvel above marvels, and delight above all 
delights, to have our G-od truly present, lying 
hidden under the mysterious Sacrament! to 
possess him whom the angels adore enthroned 
above in Heaven, manifest to us all in the visible 
form. Oh truly great and inestimable muninV 
cence ! He who could do all things, has done all 
things for us ! What he had, he has given us. 
What shall he do further, which he has not done f 
He has given his kingdom ; he has given himself 
for a pledge of eternal salvation. Alas! un- 
grateful, what are we to say, when he who 
comes to us now in the mildness of his love., 
shall appear as the Judge in the unveiled 
awfulness of his majesty, to exact an account of 
these and other benefits conferred upon us. 

THEREFORE for the worthy communion of 
this most Holy Sacrament, give me, beloved 
Lord Jesus, a heart contrite for my sins ; a conr 
science pure in confession ; a mind uplifted in 
prayer; faith firm; hope confident; affection 
burning ; devotion weeping; reverence with love j 
gladness rejoicing with trembling, and with 8n>- 
cere thankfulness a profound humility, flowing 
from true lowliness of heart, that I may bow 
myself at thy feet, Lord Jesus, and by touch of 
thee may receive health and life from the gar- 
ment of thy humanity. , 

XXIII. 

On the washing of the disciples' feet, 

J BLESS thee and give thee thanks, Lord 
Jean Christ, holiest of the holy, for that 
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mat example of deep humility and lowly obe- 
dience which thou didst show to us, and leave 
for our imitation, when thou, O most holy God, 
didst deign with thy blessed hands, and on thy 
bent knees, lovingly to wash, to wipe, and to 
kiss the feet of thy humble servants, the lowly 
fishermen. With unchanged tenderness thou 
didst not refuse to wash the feet of thy treach- 
erous betrayer; though he, untouched by the 
kindness, remained obstinate in his perversity, 
defiled by inward sin, and of soul unwashed. Oh 
pity, and wonderful kindness of the Master to 
so hard-hearted a disciple ! Oh marvellous de- 
ference of the loving Lord to the wicked ser- 
vant ! Of heart so hard was he, that not by the 
familiarity of the supper, not by the gentle hu- 
mility of Christ, not by the persuasiveness of 
his discourse, could he be turned from the ma- 
lice which he had conceived in his soul. I 
praise* and magnify thee for thy lingering par- 
ticipation in the sacred Last Supper, wherein 
thou didst perform so many wonderful deeds of 
love, that for worthy commemoration of them 
neither time nor moments sufficed. I praise 
and magnify thee, O Jesus, best consoler, sweet- 
est teacher, firmest strengthened for that last, 
long, divine discourse, touched by the fire of 
love, which thou didst utter with tranauil voice 
to thy disciples after the washing of their feet, 
and the withdrawal of the traitor Judas ; when 
thou didst earnestly strive to comfort their sad 
learts, and to counsel them against impending 
orrows, pronouncing a sure hope of thy resur- 
ection, and strengthening for themselves by 
ie coming of the Comforter. Thou didst speak 
f the time when they should be raised from 
lis toiling life of sin and sorrow, and should 
turn from exile to the mau&icma ot \taa V*ftr 
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venly Father. Thou didst tell them that they 
were but strangers and pilgrims here, toiling 
ever through the thirsty wilderness, to the land 
of promise and everlasting peace. And as the 
last words fell from thy lips, thou didst com- 
mend all equally to God the Father, in unity of 
heart, saying, " I pray, Father, that all may be 
one, even as we are one" Thence into a garden 
remote from the tumult of the people thou didst 
retire with thy disciples for the secret hour of 
prayer, and there for the beginning of thine 
Agony and holy Passion thou aidst prepare thy- 
self, saying these words, " Sit ye here and watch 
with me, while I go and pray yonder " 

I ENTREAT thee now, O most dear Jesus, my 
Master and my Lord, that thou wilt grant to 
me, a miserable sinner, and servant unworthy of 
thee, to meditate with mind intent on the heavenly 
manner and living examples of thy deeds. Grant 
especially that to all humble works and lowly 
obedience I may bend my stiff neck, and subdue 
the haughtiness of my pride. To my sisters, to 
my brethren, to the friends of my right hand, 
to the enemies who oppose me, to the infirm 
and weak of character or of body, — on all and 
each, for thy dear sake, good Lord, grant me to 
spend the service of piety and compassion. 
May it not be hard for me to ask pardon for my 
negligences, when thou, O my God, wert not 
ashamed, in the presence of thy disciples, to 
bend thy most holy knees and to wash their 
feet. Help me, therefore, taught by thine ex- 
ample, to fulfil what I hear and read of thee. 
But because I am very unstable and weak, and 
polluted by many evil desires and various pas- 
sions, there is grievous need that I be purified 
and purged from sin. To tnee therefore 1 spread 
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forth my hands, and bend humbly and implor- 
ingly the knees of my heart, praying thee that 
not only my feet, but also my hands and my 
head thou wilt deign, in thine affectionate care, 
to wash thoroughly and cleanse from impurity. 
Many are the offences which I have committed 
against thee, in thought, in speech, in act, and 
in omission. Wash me therefore, O good Jesus, 
from all defilement of my sins ; purify me from 
all pollution of the flesh and spirit, that being 
thoroughly cleansed, I may deserve to have with 
thee my snare of eternal blessedness which thou 
hast promised to all thy beloved who endure 
with thee in temptation. Open thou the under- 
standing of my heart, that I may clearly com- 
prehend the most sweet discourse which fell 
from thy lips in the Supper. Words they are 
of burning love, of tender consolation, of deep 
import. Write them in my heart, that my soul 
may burn with genuine love ; strengthen me in 
the hour of difficulty ; expel the light and short- 
lived vanities of worldly pleasures, and in their 
room pour into my heart the tender consolation 
of the Holy Spirit. Give thou the true peace 
of soul which the world cannot give ; give thou 
the Comforter, whom the world sees not, neither 
knows. Come thou thyself, Lord Jesus, and 
deign to make thine abode with me, that thou 
in me and I in thee may dwell in one for ever. 
Amen. 



xxiv. 
On the selling of Jems by the traitor Judas, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, best and worthiest, who wast 
sold by thy own disciple for the m&m^\&a&s& 
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of thirty talents of silver. I praise and honour 
thee for thy mild forbearance towards the false 
disciple, when thou didst not rouse thyself to 
anger against him, nor speak more harshly than 
before, nor judge him on the spot for his wicked* 
ness. Even when he had matured so great i 
crime thou didst not suspend him from nis off 
fice, nor from Holy Communion, although thou 
knewest beforehand that he was hastening to 
thine own betrayal. O most kind Lord Jesus, 
how endurin g t ny patience, how impatient my 
endurance! yVoe is me, who can so ill brook 
the contradiction even of those who are united 
to me by the bond of kindliness or of kinship,, 
But what have they said or done against me? 
Thou didst deign to confer such favour on Judas, 
that thou lovedst him as a dear friend. In thy 
trust thou didst make him thy disciple and thy 
steward. Yet against thee, in his malice and 
ingratitude, did he lift his heel. Of thee, hi* 
supporter and benefactor, did he appear as the 
seller and betrayer in the sore hour of thy need* 
But alas for me, at how slight a wrong am I 
quickly angered and put out ! Yes, to justify 
and excuse myself, I imagine various ideas ana 
fancies, and am much disturbed at heart. Where 
then is my forbearance and patience? Help 
me, O Lord Jesus, and pour into my heart more 
abundantly the virtue of thy forbearance. Give 
me, good Master, the grace of thy spirit, the in* 
spiration of thy fervent zeal, that among the 
vexations and annoyances of this changing life 
I may obtain the heavenly calm of the peace 
which passes not away. 
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xxv. 
On the fear and sadness of Jesus, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Edifier and Redeemer of all 
the faithful, for the sad beginning of thy most 
bitter Passion ; for the exceeding anguish of thy 
soul ; for the anxiety and the fear flowing from 
the weak nature of the flesh which thou didst 
voluntarily assume for us ; when as the hour of 
thy betrayal drew near, thou didst begin to be 
weary, to fear, and to be sad ; nor wast ashamed 
openly to confess that sadness in the ears of thy 
disciples, saying, " My Soul is exceeding sorrow* 
ful, even unto death" Oh wonderful dispensa- 
tion of God ! Thou, O Lord of grace, who, but 
little time before, hadst strengthened others for 
the combat, now bearest the condition of the 
weak, as if destitute of strength and spirit. 
Surely this thou bearest for the sake of us the 
infirm and the spiritless, that we through thee 
may receive the vigour of divine health. Does 
any one in the extremity of temptation feel his 
spirits flag, and his strength grow weak ; does 
he find the burden laid on his back too heavy 
for the powers of his fainting humanity ; does 
the servant of Christ see a barrier before his steps 
which the trembling knees of his flesh avail not 
to surmount — then in the hour of his need let 
him say with thee, Lord Jesus, "Nevertheless, 
not as Iwill, but as thou wilt" 

I PRAISE and glorify thee, and I entreat thee, 
O most loving and tender Jesus Christ, my 
only hope in all sorrow and distress, enable me to 
search out with feeling heart the sad beginning 
of thy blessed Passion, and from ate^ to «ta^\fe 
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advance in the contemplation of thine Agony; 
that I may be enabled to gather the saving re* 
medy for my soul from the footprints of thy sor- 
rows. Grant to me strength to Dear all troubles 
and anxieties which press upon me, for the glory 
of thy Name ; that I fall not into despair from 
manifold tribulation, but may await the good 
time of thy will, resigned entirely to thee, my 
Lord and my God. Amen. 



XXVT. 

On the three prayers : and the bloody sweat ; and 
the strengthening by an -Angel ; and the per* 
petual abnegation of the Will. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Loud 
Jesu Christ, Strengthener of the Angels, 
Refuge of the desolate, for thine anxious prayer 
and humble prostration upon the earth, when 
for the third time with bended knees thou didst 
supplicate thy heavenly Father with intense 
devotion, that if it might be possible the cup of 
thy Passion might pass from thee. Yet thou 
didst add : " Nevertheless not as I will, but as 
thou wilt" I praise and glorify thee for thy 
brave contest against the terrors of Death and 
the pains of the bitter Passion ; when such was 
the flame of thy divine love, that human fear 
was lost in the brightness. I praise and thank 
thee for the shedding of the bloody sweat, when 
thou didst utter the intense prayer of thine 
agony, and against nature didst sweat abun- 
dantly the drops of Blood from thy Body. I 
adore and glorify thee for thy humble acceptance 
of angelic strengthening, which thou, Creator and 
Ruler of heavenly spirits, for our support didst 
not disdain to receive from the ministry of An- 
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gels, that we, the weak and fainting sons of men, 
may turn aside from the consolations of the pass- 
ing world and earnestly seek for heavenly aid. 
O dear Lord Jesu, with what ardour of love lov- 
eat thou me, for whom so fervently thou didst 
will to pray ! How earnest that desire of suf- 
fering for me, which opened not only the foun- 
tain of natural tears, but even did pour upon the 
earth the warm sweat of blood. I praise and 
honour thee with continual honour, O dear lover 
of my soul and sole pattern of my life, for thy 
perfect resignation and for the entire surrender 
of thine own inclination,— for the mortification 
of the senses, which in their weak nature shrink 
from punishment and death, — for the G^uiet pa- 
tience whereby when the hour of suffering drew 
nigh, without gainsaying or complaint thou didst 
willingly and freely resign thyself to thy Fa- 
ther's will, saying, " Father, not my will, but thine 
be done" In this word thou didst glorify thy 
heavenly Father : thou didst lay us under a yet 
heavier debt of gratitude ; thou didst conquer 
the powers of the Devil, and to all thy faithful 
thou didst show the form of perfection, the sign 
of salvation, and the path of consummate virtue. 

adorable Jesu, O Jesu ever dear to my heart, 

1 intreat thee from my inmost soul that thou 
wilt grant me to possess the fruit of this thy 
threefold prayer ; grant me to emulate the ex- 
ample of thy resignation, and the rule which 
with perfect resignation thou didst assume. As- 
sist me bravely to subdue the rebellious flesh to 
the spirit ; to cast aside all carnal fear ; to re- 
turn constantly to prayer : in prayer watchfully 
to persevere : lovingly to rest my hope on thy 
fostering aid : to thy hands faithfully to trust 
the event of everything : ever cheerfully to re- 
nounce my own will : ever to kee^ m$ w&y*** 
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pared for suffering with thee, my God, my cap- 
tain, my comrade in the sore and terrible hour 
of trial. Amen. 



On the spontaneous advance of Jesus to his Pas* 
sion, and his gentleness in the betrayal. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, our Beliverer and Saviour, for 
thy willing advance to the Passion, when after 
thy third prayer to God the Father thou didst 
behold thy most cruel enemies coming in the 

§loom of night, led by the traitor Judas, toge* 
lier with a large crowd with swords, and staves, 
with torches and weapons, as if for seiaiag 
a robber. — To meet them thou didst go of those; 
own accord, and didst say : " Whom seek yst 
I AM he: \f therefore ye seek me, let these g* 
their way" At which first word of thy power fll 
. the pride of their boldness sunk in dismay tad 
confusion fell among them. Behold them inuse*- 
diately stagger backwards and fall together to : 
the ground. What would have happened thtti, 
if twelve legions of Angels had come at thj 
summons ! But thou, who hadst come to suffer 
didst restrain the power of thy Godhead j and ' 
though thou didst show by one word thy dor* 
mant omnipotence, yet didst endure meekly to 
the end. Thou didst allow them for the hour to 
hold rule over thee and to exercise their malice, 
that thou mightest show how willingly thou 
barest thy Passion: that thou mightest finis* 
the work of our redemption and fulfil the wrifc 
ings of the prophets. I praise and glorify thee, 
O most innocent Lamb of God, Jesu Christ, for 
the meekness and gentleness of thine unsurpafes- 
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able love, whose anger was not kindled against 
the deceiving traitor when he advanced unre- 
pelled to thy presence. With affectionate ad- 
dress and wonted kindness thou didst call him 
Mend, and didst greet the unworthy man with 
the loving kiss of thy mouth, saying, " Friend, 
wherefore art thou come ?" His boldness, deceit, 
and wickedness, with lowly speech thou didst 
blame, saying, " Judas I betray est thou the Son 
of man with a hiss ?" Alas 1 the unhappy man, 
neither fearing justice nor softened by friend- 
ship, refrained not his hands from infamy, but 
he who had been companion of Apostles, having 
become the leader of evil comrades, gave to them 
a sign, saying, " Whomsoever I shall kiss, that 
same is he; take him, and lead him away sqfely" 
Oh disciple most wicked to the most good Master ! 
Oh servant most deceitful to the faithful Lord I 
Oh how wonderful the love ; how wonderful and 
lofty thy patience, most gentle Jesus, who in 
persecution so sore and betrayal so deceitful, 
Tfast not unmindful of old friendship and kind- 
ness. For thy great wrong thou gavest in return 
the kindness of healing, when by the touch of 
thy holy hand thou didst cure the ear of the 
High Priest's servant, mutilated by thy disciple, 
ajKi didst restrain Peter thine own defender 
ftom hurt of the assailants, saying, " Put up thy 
su#rd into the sheath : the cup which the Father 
hgth given me, shall I not drink it f Thus it 
behoves that it should happen" 

T BNTEEAT thee, O my God, grant to me a 
X, fragile reed and dry stubble, more enduring 
patience in adversity ; lest sudden anger over- 
come me, or the passion of revenge inflame me, 
so that I return the unkind word, when the sneer 
of the scornful cuts my soul, or men ro&\> \nrss3 
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teeth charges whereof I know myself to be iiroo- 
cent. Strengthen me that I fear not the accuser, 
but receive in good part his abuse, and think him 
my friend, whose accusation tests the more se- 
verely the patience of my endurance. Let no in- 
dignation rise in my heart for the insult : let no 
remembrance of unmerited wrong rankle with- 
in me : let thy loving endurance of troubles 
strengthen me to willing patience, with the desire 
of suffering yet sterner trials for the sake of thy 
love. Amen. 



XXVIII.' 

On the arrest of Jesus, his binding and leadinj 
away to Annas the High Priest* 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Laid 
Jesu Christ, Hope of the saints and Tower of 
their strength in all trouble, for thy violent 
arrest by hateful enemies ; for the bold throit 
of their sacrilegious hands seeking to hold thee; 
for their stern aspect towards thee, and thl 
threatening shout of the armed men; for thl 
merciless binding of thy hands, when the hnffi 
rying and tumultuous throng dragged thee alone 
and goaded thee, and, deserted by thy before? 
disciples, thou didst fall into the hands of vile and 
abject ruffians. And so thou farest on thy waj 
to death, and from afar the disciples gaze after 
thee, with trouble and mourning, with fear add 
great sadness. O Xing of kings, O Lord wop 
rulest over all creation, and alone amongst the 
perishing sons of men art free, thou sufFereafc 
thyself to be violently seized by unjust hands, 
and to be led off by the creatures of thy ha*4 
and the objects of thy bounteous kindnttf* 
Alas I how grievous v?&& tlaa crime committtd 
towards thee : Ww daxvn^; >^ \&s\&> \a Sjaaa 
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anipotenoe I when thou, the liberator of souls, 
; bound by the ropes of the condemned : when 
>u, the pure of sin art led captive like the 
rst of robbers 1 But these things for our sakes 
1st thou will to suffer. These things, O most 
ing Jesu, author of all virtues, didst thou 
biently endure that thou mightest give an ex- 
iple of perfect meekness, and thereby fulfil 
it word of Isaiah the prophet, pointing clearly 
thee : " He is brought as a lamb to the 
lughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
mby so he opened not his mouth" The sacri- 
3 was offered because the sacrificer willed it. 
in now, O my soul, in the suffering and cap* 
ity of thy beloved Lord God enduring wifi- 
;\y all these woes for thy sins. Mourn and 
«p : let thine eyes be wet with the tears of 
Dentation, inasmuch as for thee the Only-be- 
tten Son of God is treated so unworthily, 
ihold what the shameless Israelite docs are 
ing to him. Lo ! the captivity and the bonds 
lien hold him. Behold him led to Annas and 
iaphas and the chiefs of the priesthood. But 
resists not when he is taken, when he is bound 
murmurs not, when he is led away he strug- 
» not, he utters no hard word when he is 
agged to trial ; but he goes as the meek, he is 
ent as the lamb, he follows as the innocent, he 
ffers as the lowly. 

[OW, O my God, I pray thee that the bit- 
t terness of this sad captivity may pierce 

the depth of my heart, and specially at the 
yrning nour may rouse me to the warmth 

holy prayer; may drive away all laziness; 
ly cause me actively and watchfully to per- 
rere in thy praise, that somewhat at least of 
y toil I may repay to thy love, 'wlio fat t&& V&. 
9 nightly hour wast bora, wa&t\fetraso&*'«u&» 
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taken, and wast bound with ropes. Bynigftfc 
therefore will I remember thy Name, O Lord, 
by meditating on the soreness of the sneering 
which thou didst endure for me a miserabft 
sinner. May thy hard chains win for me trie 
freedom, may they restrain me from ttseleti 
wandering, and confirm me under strict disci- 
pline in the rule of thy service. May I find no 
hardship in breaking in my will or in giving ft 
up ; but may I willingly follow the command 
of my superiors in the path of obedience ; lrtif 
may I fear to be led whither I will not, provided 
only thy will be done. May I never rebel, B6r 
be found obstinate or quarrelsome; not boft 
nor forward, nor light 01 spirit, but rather kt 
me be found devout, docile, prepared, and tnflfc* 
quil, that I may keep thy commandments, aftA 
with lowly devotion may observe the rites taA 
ceremonies of the Holy Church. Incline ny 
neck under her regulated yoke, and employ vtf 
hands in works of holy toil. May I never wasl& 
my time in straying and in idleness, but may raj 
sole aim be directed to the conquest of my d* 
sires and passions, till my hard and untamed 
heart be brought into subjection to thy rule. -0 
Lord and Master, may my inmost heart be aW 
to respond in humble sympathy with thy caTJ- 
tivitv, with thy bonds, with thy meekness, wm 
thy longsufiermg. Amen. 



XXIX. s 

On the desertion of Jesus by all his disciple* ani 
acquaintance, when he is left in the hands <jf 
his enemies. 

J BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, good Sne^Wd %ad kind MEas- 
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ter, for thy desolation in the extreme hour of 
thy need, when thou wast left alone amongst 
thy cruel enemies by all thy disciples and ac- 
quaintance. For all thy brethren and closest 
Amends, who had promised to die for thee and 
give their lives for thee, when the moment of 
trial drew near, all deserted thee and fled. I 
praise and honour thee for that compassion of 
heart which forgave the offence and dispersion 
-of Hie disciples, who left thee, the Shepherd, in 
the midst, and all, as thou hadst foretold, like 
sheep of the flock were dispersed to their own. 
Ah, now great was the sadness, how great the 
grief and lamentation in the heart of the dis- 
ciples, when they beheld thee the Lord and 
Master, to follow whom they left all, so violently 
dragged from them and led away to death ! But 
thou, O Lord God, who knowest all things, and 
didst permit nothing to be done without cause, 
didst suffer such infirmity to assail thy chosen 
.members onlv for their greater future good. 
Jrom this fall they arose humbled to a know- 
ledge of their own frailty, and with hearts fall 
of compassion for their other weak brethren 
{they remained ever gentle and devoted in con- 
stant watchfulness and fervour of spirit. Oh, 
Jbtow useful it is for me diligently to contemplate 
this scene, and never to cherish high notions 
about myself! For although sometimes a cer- 
tain grace or new fervour be present to me in 
prayer, yet I know not how long it will last, nor 
what danger may overhang in time of tempta- 
tion. For if the pillars of heaven, the Apostles 
of Christ, in the hour of temptation were snaken, 
how high may we rate the strength of a fragile 
and weak mortal when a light breeze of tempta- 
tion may have breathed upon him P There are 
some, O Lord, who lay heavy blame on\&&\tf&3 
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Apostles because they so basely left thee, and 
with spirits broken with fear sought to escape ; 
but these see not how quickly themselves are 
daily turned aside from the truth by lore or 
by hatred. I pray thee, therefore, O dearest 
iiord, that thou suffer me not to descend to such 
weakness of heart, as to desert a holy purpose 
once undertaken; but whether in fife or jn 
death may I follow thee whithersoever tllea 
shalt go, May I not flee from thee in the thAe 
of adversity, nor wander after my own lusts Ajy 
consenting to sin ; but, led by thy love mm 
guided by thy virtue, may I bravely expose Hky- 
self to toils and anxieties ; nor, by reason of rit 
own cowardice, lose thee my highest good. 
May the foot of pride not come near me in any 
good work, nor may I presumptuously speak 
with Peter by advancing myself before any, or 
by equalling myself with others. With thy 
fear may I always act by humbly regarding my 
own frailty. To me may the fall of Peter and the 
flight of the Apostles be a caution against sin, 
and not an occasion of offence : to me be their 
return to penitence great hope of winning phy 
after a fall. For there is none so holy but some- 
times he falls into venial error. 

OLOED Jesu, lonely and desolate, be thou 
at my right hand in the hour of danger, 
in the hour of sorrow, in the hour of trial. 
When my friends desert me, be thou near; 
when my acquaintance avoid me, may my de- 
solation be filled by thy presence; when I 
am held in light regard as an alien, and an 
outcast by those whom I dearly love, — then 
for the healing of my aching heart, summon 
thou before my soul the memory of thy desola- 
tion and rejection *, that I may willingly endure 
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the loss of all human consolation, if only I be 
deemed worthy to be conformed to thy sorrow. 
Bear with me, O kind Jesu, who so often have 
offended thee, so easily have strayed aside after 
vanities, so remissly kept my heart to its in- 
tended purpose. Alas! how often do I gaze 
back ana spend my time in trifles of small im- 
portance, as my wandering heart marks not thy 
Passion. Thou hast preceded me along the 
narrow way, and I pass on with dry eyes as 
though nothing of thy griefs belonged to me. 
Hemember, good Lord, my faint and tickle heart, 
and infuse into me a loving recollection of thy 
most bitter Passion. Amen. 



zxz. 

On the presentation of Jesus before Annas and 
the striking of his jaw. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Captain of our life and Author 
of our salvation, for thy first presentation before 
Annas the Priest : when thou wast questioned 
on many things, and wast cruelly smitten on 
the jaw for thy humble and true answer. I 
praise and honour thee, O Christ, Zing of Glory, 
for the insulting blow offered to thee by the 
hand of the shameless servant, who at the brave 
answer of thy lips struck thee on the face, say- 
ing, " Answerest thou the High Priest so V To 
whom thou most kindly with spirit unruffled and 
with calm voice didst not refuse a reply, saying 
thus : " Jf I have spoken evil, bear witness of the 
evil; but if well, why smitest thou me?" Oh, 
most wicked and vile servant, who feared not 
with impious hands to strike the loving face of 
the Creator ! Oh how ineffable the geiiiLeus&& 
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which shone forth in thee, adorable Jesu, who 
didst not avenge the injurious blow with sudden 
punishment, but didst rather correct the soul of 
him who struck thee in deliberate malice ! Look 
now, O faithful follower of Christ, and prove 
whether for love of Jesus thou canst bear the 
blow on thy cheek. Behold, if thou canst not 
endure without trouble of heart the severe of 
the faultfinding word, how couldst thou bear the 
smiting of the jaw! Thou sorrowest for th» 
unjust hurt of thy Lord, but deeper rathor 
should be thy sorrow who feelest thyself so 
powerless for the endurance of thine own wrongs 
for the honour of Christ. Brave is thy intent 
tion, lofty thy meditation, but at the first voice 
of the abuser thou art troubled, and feelest thy? 
self more infirm than thou thoughtest. To Je* 
8us therefore fly ; and with intense earnestness 
implore of him, and him alone, the gift of pa> 
tience and manly endurance, saying : 

OG-OOD Jesu, thou virtue and strength of the 
troubled soul, teach me with tranquil heart 
to receive accusations and abuse, backbiting^ 
calumnies, and insults ; and not with indignant 
tongue to repel unjust complaints brought up 
against me ; but to conquer these by mild silence, 
or if it be necessary or expedient for me to speak, 
teach me to answer my assailants with quiet gen- 
tleness. Place thou upon my lips right and be- 
coming words in the presence of all my enemies ; 
and in the sore struggle when the impious hand 
is raised against me, do thou, kind Jesu, give to 
me for an impenetrable buckler, a humble, a 
peaceful, and a tranquil constancy of soul. 
Amen. 



I 
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XXXI. 

On the three denials of Peter the Apostle. 

BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, seer of the future, who for 
a warning didst predict to thy most zealous 
disciple Peter what should be his fall. I 
f^iiiy thee for the humiliation of the three 
denials of the Apostle Peter, whereby thou 
wast humbled, when at the word of a weak 
woman he denied thee, saying, " I know not the 
man" I praise and magnify thy name for ever, 
for that kind look of pity wherewith thou didst 
regard the blessed Peter ; so that immediately 
on the second crowing of the cock he acknow- 
ledged his guilt, and going out from the midst 
of the unrighteous without delay, wept bitter 
tears of heartfelt contrition for the sad sin of 
his denial. Yet he fell not, like the wretched 
Judas, into the nit of despair without recovery ; 
.but preserved by thine ineffable mercy, sup- 
ported by the bounty of thine unfailing pity, 
trusting in thy tried and faithful love, he ran 
with grief ana tears to the saving remedy of 
repentance. It was thus that he found the door 
of infinite compassion standing wide open for 
his refuse. Oh inestimable love of the Sa- 
viour ! oh, inexhaustible, ever-flowing, ever-open 
fountain of divine mercy and abundant grace ; 
whence the sinner may draw the hope of pardon, 
and the righteous the lavish gifts of God's fa- 
vours 1 On, who will give me to find the foun- 
tain of tears, that with blessed Peter I may 
worthily bewail my sins ; for the pardoning of 
many faults and the supplying of my exhausted 
grace from the merits of my Lord anil E&~ 
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deemer. Peter fell by thrice denying the truth 
when conquered by the fear of death, but I 
daily in many things offend the eternal Truth, 
by turning aside on slight occasion from the 
path of virtue. Peter, when he fell, quickly 
arose ; I fall more quickly, more slowly I rise 
again. Rarely I bewail myself: badly I guar! 
myself ; carelessly I avoid dangers. Peter wept 
bitterly ; being taught by his fall he fled from 
the occasion of sin ; he sought a secret place for 
weeping, and bewailed with tears or Borrow 
whatever stains of guilt he had contracted by 
his nn guarded words. Oh happy tear, bv whick 
so quickly even lost grace is recovered tnat tfee 
committed sin may be blotted out. 

OGrOOD Jesu, Shepherd of souls, bear, I pray 
thee, the wandering sheep in the anna of 
thy lovingkindness, to the fold from which it his 
strayed. Thou didst restore to Peter thy love 
and confidence. Thou didst ask him thrice witk 
searching tenderness, " Lovest thou me?" As a 
token of restored love and confidence, thou didst 
commit to him the charge, "Feed my sheep" 
Even so, good Master, may we be fed by thee. 
Gently lead me after thee through the wilderness 
of trouble and sin. Bear me in thy bosom, when 
the wind blows keen around me. Pour into my 
soul the grace of holy sorrow, for washing away 
whatsoever sins I have committed against thee 
willingly or through negligence. Hear thorn 
the groans of my heart ; heal the contrition of 
my guilty conscience ; give me anew the light 
of thy grace ; nor allow to perish the soul of a 
penitent, for the redemption of which thou didst 
expose thyself to many griefs and wrongs, and 
finally to the terrible sufferings of the Cross. 
Amen. 
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zxxn. 



On the leading away of Jesus from Annas to 
CaiaphaSy and on his false accusation. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Bishop of souls, and High 
Priest of the everlasting Sacrifice, for the in- 
sults endured by thee when thou wast led away 
from the house of Annas to Caiaphas the High 
Priest, where the scribes and elders had met to- 

5 ether to frame malicious designs against thee. 
Jas, with what unhappy joy were they filled, 
when they beheld thee to be dragged bound to 
them ; whom, for long time before desiring to 
take, they had not been able to hold, because 
thine hour was not yet come. But this is their 
hour, and the power of darkness granted to them 
by God's permission ; that they may fill up the 
measure of hate long time conceived, and openly 
may now complete their inveterate malice : for 
glory to thee, for salvation to the faithful, but 
for eternal death to the unbelievers. I praise 
and glorifV thee, O blessed Jesu, for thy modest 
standing before the Chief Priest and all the 
elders of the people, as they sternly regarded 
thy loving countenance ; when by false wit* 
nesses thou wast grievously accused, and ques- 
tioned and adjured by the High Priest ; when 
for thy answer of the truth thou wast charged 
with blasphemy, and finally thou wast condemned 
by all to death amidst loud cries. I praise 
and honour thee, O most noble Jesu, for each 
wrong and falsehood laid upon thee; for thy 
lowly reverence and long-kept silence, amid the 
noisy accusations of thine accusers, to whom 
thou didst show no sign of complaint or of mur- 
muring, but rather the example o£ petfood %<$&.- 
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tleness. Behold now with serious consideration, 
O devout lover of Christ, how brightly shinei 
in Jesus the excellence of humble endurance* 
Lo, how he is compelled to hear unworthy 
abuse, whom the heavenly legions praise ; how 
for his true answer he is charged with blas- 
phemy. How truly blasphemers are all they 
who speak these things of Christ ! how enor- 
mous the guilt which they incur ! They believe 
him not to be the Son of God, therefore wifh 
mad heart they perpetrate against him every art 
of wickedness. But he suffers it, and is silent. 
Thus does he conquer. This is his triumph, m 
that he endures to be trodden under foot by the 
wicked. Wherefore do thou, O faithful soul, 
cease to complain of indignities offered to the* 
nor desire the requital of vengeance on thy ene- 
mies. Suffer thou long, and bow thyself under 
the weight of temporal troubles ; nor wish to 
prosper in this life, wherein Christ chose con- 
tempt. Blush, O proud one, for thine honours, 
for thy high seats, for thy parade, for thy costly 
clothing, when for thee Christ bore poverty with 
the poorest. It is shame to thee that thou 
shoutdest seek for human favours, and aim at 
earthly delights, when Christ endured the con- 
trary in everything. 

OADOEABLE Jesu, in the beauty of thy 
gentleness grant to me an unhappy sinner 
the longed-for grace of thy propitiation, and 
teach me, by thy living example, not to dread 
the contumely and the terrors of the wicked. 
Aid me, good Master, that I be not disturbed by 
false accusations, but may willingly ask pardon 
for those who sin against me. To thee and to 
my superiors give me true humility and submk- 
aion, mat I may at length deaerve to receive 
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more abundantly the gifts of thy love, and to 
offer to thee more devout thanks for benefits re- 
ceived at thy hand. Amen. 

XXXIII. 

Sow Jesus was mocked, spit upon, blindfolded, 
beaten, and struck by the palms of the hand* 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Honour and Glory of the 
Saints, for the contempt so grievous, the han- 
dling so irreverent, which thou didst endure ; 
when, after sentence of death had been passed 
by thy cruel servants, thou wast mocked and 
jeered at in many scornful words, and smitten 
with frequent and hard blows on the face and 
head. Alas ! the beautiful Face, on which An- 

§els love to gaze, was foully violated by the 
Hhy spittle of the Jews, and smitten by strong 
blows of the extended palms. Behold the fresh 
blood of the nostrils, with weeping of the eyee, 
follow in streams ; see the bright neck sharply 
bruised by the fists of the strikers ; the clear 
eyes, which ever remain open upon the just, 
blindfolded in mockery, after the manner of 
fools ; thy reverend head, the type of all crea- 
tion, buffeted by the hands of sinners, who set 
thee at nought with shouts of laughter, and cry, 
" Proph esy to us, O Christ, who is it who struck 
theef Who, O Lord, will be able to hear of 
these thy manifold wrongs, without lamentation 
and grief of heart? The greatness of thy pa- 
tience exceeds the limit of human endurance, 
and the might of thy reproach pricks with re- 
morse the loving hearts of the pious. Thou 
becamest an alien to thy friends, an outcast to 
thine acquaintance, a mockery and a l&\vi^\&%- 
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stock to those who hate thee without cause, 
and wink with their eyes. Alas ! O Lord God, 
Delight of the heavenly courts, thus thou «uf * 
ferest thyself to be mocked, to be spit upon, to 
be blindfolded, and to be struck like a foolish 
man by the wicked. Ah! the furious Jews' 
spent all that night in jeering at and buffeting 
thee; and, gorgmg themselves with thy pun'! 
ishment, rendered thy countenance scarce re- 
cognisable to any. But in thee abode what thy 
torturers in their folly could not touch, could ! 
not deface, — gentleness which knows no weari- '; 
ness, majesty of soul such as man conceives not, ' 
Far more beautiful, far more dear to the inner 
sight of the mind, didst thou arise, Saviour of 
men, from the beating and the bruising, the 
malice and contempt, the pain and the agony, all 
the woes which thou in thine innocence didst 
suffer for love. I beseech thee, therefore, O 
patient Jesu, teach me to weigh the excess of 
thine endurance, and thus to know my own 
unworthiness, and how justly I deserve by 
reason of my sins to be despised and rejected 
by men. Pity my imperfection and strengthen 
my heart to bear the harsh words of men, even 
when words are said in insolence which call up 
shame to my face. For thou hast borne the 
many lying words for the sake of me, a sinner, 
in the perfection of thy humility. Thou, too, 
hast borne the bonds, thou the plows without 
complaint for me. Oh, how unlike I am to 
thee ; how far am I distant from true humility, \ 
who for a slight injury or an inconsiderate word ! 
fall into ill-temper and displeasure ; and even 
when rightly reproved for mistakes and heed- 
lessness, instead of being sincerely grateful to 
my reprovers, am immediately angered and im- 
patient. Indulgently, O Lotd, I \>ray, bear with 
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these my faults. In pity forgive and restore me, 
as often as I offend thee by my levity and 
thoughtlessness, or carelessly guard the purity 
of my heart, nor subject myself with becoming 
reverence to thee and to the superiors whom 
thou hast placed over me, as is fitting and right 
that I should do. Give me the sadness of re- 
pentance ; open the fountain of my tears. Give 
m© love of discipline, in memory of thy buffefc- 
ings. Give me endurance to bear the palm of 
bfavery through cruel accusations, and to show 
myself truly worthy of the contempt which was 
thine. May the striking of thy nead be the 
soothing of all my bodily pains, and may the 
derisive blindfolding of thine eyes restrain the 
curiosity of mine. May the spitting on thy pure 
face repress every carnal desire within me, and 
teach me to care little for that which shines out- 
wardly, but rather to reverence the virtues of 
the soul whose lustre is within. May the laugh- 
ter cast at thee repel from me all levity of de- 
meanour and empty merriment; and may the 
abasement of thy majesty extinguish within my 
heart all ambition of honour, and dispose me to 
bear with thee the lowly and the humble lot. 
Amen. 



xxxiv. 
On the presentation of Jesus bound before Pilate. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, most just Judge of the living 
and of the dead, for that tumultuous presenta- 
tion before Pilate the Governor, when assem- 
bling together in one place in the morning, at 
the first hour of prayer, all the chief priests took 
evil counsel to deliver thee to de&tk \rj \3&a 
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hands of their officers. Thee, bound with 
they exposed to an uncircumcised man, 
tile governor, attacking thine innocenc 
heavy accusations, and daring to call 
malefactor and subverter of their nation 
the prophets of old time heralded with 
as Saviour of the world. Oh, terrible i 
of the Jews ! They charge the innocent 
witnesses ; the Author of life they wish 1 
Christ the King they seek to crucify ; th 
and the Just they desire to condemn to 
disgraceful death. Let all who persecu 
be confounded and fear ; for they are wc 
suffer a worse punishment than thine, 
and honour thee, O adorable Jesu, for tl 
teousness of thy demeanour, and the x 
which thou didst show as thou stoodes 
the tribunal of Pilate the judge. As a 
lamb in the presence of thine accuse] 
thou stand, bound with chains; with 
head, with eyes fixed on the ground, wit] 
countenance, with few words, with vo 
and resigned ; prepared for scorn, ready 
blow. See now and consider, O bound 
vant of Christ, how thy Lord and Saviou 
and Judge of all men, suffers himseli 
dragged to judgment, submitting hum! 
willingly to the power of the world. He 
offers to thee an example of meek sub 
that thou mayest learn in how many faul 
art truly blameworthy, and mayest accu 
self before God, and patiently endure wh 
art blamed by others. Submit thyself 
judgment of thy spiritual superiors, nor 
resist a power ordained by God, if th 
escape the pains of Hell ; but, for love c 
unjustly condemned, endure patiently & 
harsh, judgment be \msae& u\*on thee. 
the wondrous patience o£ toj ^<A ^ 
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many charges brought against him pass away 
lightly and ineffectually from thy heart. There- 
fore at the holy footsteps of Jesus bound for 
thee cast thyself down in earnest prayer for 
toardon and grace, that he may grant forgiveness 
for thy many acts of negligence, and may rather 
correct thine excesses in this season of his mer- 
feies than by reserving them for the future may 
condemn thee for ever with the reprobate. 

PITY, O good Jesu, pity me a sinner ; for my 
soul trusts in thee. Breathe into me thy 
good Spirit, to influence me to more fervent zeal, 
that I may strive with the whole energy of my 
heart to humble, to bend, and to submit myself 
lowly and reverently to my spiritual pastors and 
masters, and to bear all things which shall be 
ordered for me to do. Grant to me not to fear 
human judgments, nor to cavil at the weaknesses 
and passions of others ; meekly to accept accu- 
sation and abuse, and even to wish for tne exer- 
cise of rebuke and discipline ; that the swelling 
of my pride may be trampled under foot, and 
my own will and desire may be reduced to no- 
thing. Thus may love of thee grow each mo- 
ment more powerful from contempt of myself, 
and draw me nearer to thee and to the joy of 
: thine inheritance. Amen. 



xxxv. 

On the mocking of the Lord Jesus by Herod and 
his soldiers. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, eternal Wisdom of the Father, 
fulness of God's infinite truth, for the igno- 
minious contempt and bitter derision. ^VvBte^^flcL 
ihou wast despised and mocked \sy "xIswA «xA 
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his ami j ; for Herod himself of long time was 
desirous to see thee, and led by curiosity, hoped 
that some sign would be given. But when to 
the words of nis inquiry, thou gayest no answer* 
nor didst show a sign, because it was not expp 
dient for the occasion, as this was the hour tor 
suffering, not for working signs ; then beginnhif 
to be angered, he counted thee for a fool, and 
in the pride of his mind he despised thee ; and 
having clothed thee in white raiment he mocked 
thee, and sent thee back to Pilate. I praise 
and honour thee, O glorious Jesu, for the fa- 
tigue and anguish of thy body, when througk 
the streets and ways of Jerusalem thou was* 
led backwards and forwards with derisive shoot- 
ing from place to place, from judge to judge, 
and when, having been grievously accused and 
defamed, after many questionings and long 
examinations, thou wast demanded for the beam 
of the Cross. Oh how singular the patience 
which shone in thee, which was not dimmed 
even in this dark hour of trial. The remem- 
brance of this thy public suffering touches even 
the hard heart, makes the angry to grow mild, 
and provokes the devout soul to lamentation. 
Behold, thou the most high Lord, art brought 
low as the meanest; thou, the mightiest of. 
all, art reproved as the most miserable ; thou* 
the wisest of all, art mocked as the foolish; 
thou, the most innocent of all, art judged as 
the wicked. Alas for me, a miserable sinner, 
weighed down by the heavy load of evils, who, 
according to the desert of my own deeds, am. 
worthy to be consigned to everlasting punish- 
ment; for whom thou, O holy and just (rod, 
didst not disdain to be mocked and despised, 
that thou mightest free me from the deceit of 
the devil and from eternal dstftk. 
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MPLOEE thee, therefore, good Jesus, whom 
no harsh treatment could anger nor brutality 
perate, quell thou within me every Tain and 
ma thought, that I may learn to be content 
the garb of low esteem ; for it is wrong that 
and ashes should seek for beauty or soft- 
in dress, when thou, King of heaven, wast 
ised in the white garment. Place before 
Byes of my mind thy shame and derision, 
teach me to follow thee along the painful 
of scorn and to rejoice at the contempt 
ih is thine and mine. Teach me not to 
; in the sons of men, nor in the princes of 
world, nor in the friendships of the pow- 
I, but with my whole heart to despise all 
ily things with those who love them, and 
unwearied constancy to follow thee, Lord 
s,. the Author of my salvation, and with clear 
lory'to recollect how great the insults which 
barest for me and all thine unworthy ser- 
b. Amen. 



xxxvi. 

he wicked cry of the Jews at the Third Hour, 
" Crucify him." 

•LESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, eternal Delight of the Saints, for 
nsolent tumult of mad Jews crying furiously 
ast thee, " Away with him, away with him, 
itfy him, crucify him" Alas, how great the 
ness of the unhappy Jews, how merciless 
cruelty of the Priests and Pharisees, who 
withheld by no fear from thy murder, are 
•ained by no reason from the innocent blood ! 
Gentile judge is inclined to relenting jus- 
but so much the more do the Jem ratdsb. 
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themselves to bolder malignity. Pilate strive! 
to excuse thee ; he seeks a means of releasing 
thee. He states that in thee he finds no oaut» 
of death. But, forgetful of all thy good deed** 
the Jews strive against him, exclaiming, "rf 
thou let this man go, thou art not Ccesarsfriet&i 
Whosoever maketh himself a king, speaketk 
against Casar." Alas, how false the lie whtcfr 
they frame against thy humility, who neither 
byword nor deed didst seek for temporal ho* 
nour. Thou indeed having wrought a wondroxM 
miracle, when the multitude fully fed from tto 
scanty store determined to make thee Kingi 
immediately fleddest to the solitude of a moomi 
tain, and there alone and undiscovered dicWt 
abide in prayer apart. Nor do these wroag* 
suffice. They add yet more incitements tbaft 
the former, whereby to urge the mind of tht 
judge to commit the murder of his God. u W* 
have a law" say they, " and by our law he ougit 
to die, because he made himself the Son of Qod. u 
At these words the governor is alarmed. fie 
questions thee whence thou art ; he asks " JFhai 
is truth V* but he receives not thy answer, be* 
cause he was not worthy, and thus the Jem 
wrest from him the sentence of death. Afc 
length being turned aside by their wickedness 
and by his regard for the favour of his chiefs 
the unjust judge assents to their demand. Oil 
how bitter the offence, that the word of cursing 
is spread abroad through all Jerusalem concern* 
ing blessed Jesus, " Crucify him, crucify kirn.* 
Who of his lovers would not have grieved and 
wept in sympathy, if by chance he had heard 
the execrable shouts of the Cross to be doubled 
and redoubled against his dear Lord Jesus P 01 
how mournful the cry, how terrible the rumour 
which then filled the eata of the loving Virgin 
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Mother, as the cruel sentence of the people and 
the tumultuous demand of the Cross was borne 
em high upon the morning air. Groan, devoted 
servant of Christ, and from the bottom of thy 
breast draw the sigh of contrite 'sorrow. Learn 
with what pain the heart of the Mother of God 
is shaken when her blessed Son is being claimed 
for the vile suspension of the Cross. He him- 
self, who ever hears the Angel voices in heaven 
sing in resounding anthem, " Holy, Holy, Holy" 
now hears the cursing tongues of Jews clamour- 
ing against him, " Away with him, away with 
Mm, crucify him" He whom a short while 
before in the feast of Palms the boys with joy- 
ful voices praised in song, is now by the mad 
heart of their parents with altered tones de- 
manded for crucifixion, as they cry, " Release 
net this man, but Barabbas" Seriously con- 
sider this hour of thy Lord's Passion, O lover of 
Christ, and firmly close thine ears against the 
voices of the evil world, that thou mayest open 
thy hearing for the wretched cry of Jesu's 
Crucifixion. I say to thee, O faithful soul, that 
thy attention to this is healthier far than the 
scrutiny of the stars of heaven, or of the silent 
moon as she waxes and wanes in her nightly 
domain. If thou truly lovest him, thou wilt not 
pass by this place without bitter sorrow. When, 
therefore, the world frowns upon thee and has 
east upon thee the bonds of its power, be not 
thou broken by its sinister words nor by the 
threats of those who are hostile to thee; but 
remember the patient Jesus, and the cursing 
words which he endured for thee, and with deaf 
ear allow the frivolous reports to pass thee by. 
When even thy good deeds are dragged into 
evil repute, and most men oppose thine inten- 
tion, shutting their ears to the rea&on^ ^t\&3b> 
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thou offerest, bear gently all these things, be- 
cause thou art not more innocent than Christ, 
for whom arose the cry of mockery, " Crucify 
him, crucify him." Know well beforehand that 
in the path of God thou shalt suffer many con- 
tradictions, nor shalt thou be commended in his 
sight unless in many sufferings thou shalt h$?e 
been disciplined for Christ. For he himself its 
said, " Blessed are ye when men shall hate yw, 
and reproach you, for the Son of man's sake." 
Follow then the innocent Jesus, rejected indeed 
by evil men upon earth, but chosen by God the j 
Father, and crowned with glory and "honour jn 
heaven. Let not transitory abuse vanqubh 
thee, for whom a weight of eternal glory hai 
been prepared by God. 

NOW therefore I implore thy boundless lore, 
dear Lord Jesu Christ, that thou wilt kindle 
my heart to the grace of great compassion, and 
cause me to glow with so warm a fire of thy lore 
that I may rejoice in hearing words of calumny 
and false accusation with peaceful mind, nor few 
the terrors and vexations of men, but long with 
earnest desire of my whole soul to imitate thee 
through the shame of the Cross. Arm thou ne 
against the incentives of the flesh, and grant me 
by due mortification to crucify its motions, aad 
with tears to deplore the stains already con- 
tracted, and to give no consent of deliberate will 
to the inroad of vicious thoughts. Finally, in 
all spiritual struggle and oppression of heart, 
succour and defend me from guile of the enemy) 
by the sign of the life-giving Cross ; that what 
was prepared for shame to thee, may be lor 
healing to me ; that I too may offer to thee «n 
acceptable sacrifice of praise for the victory won 
for us. Amen. 



{ 



MEDITATIONS. 177 



XXXYII. 

On the Stripping and the Scourging of the Lord 
Jesus. 

I BLESS thee, and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, kind Protector of all who 
hope in thee, for thy shameful stripping before 
the eyes of thy mockers, when at the com- 
i mand of the wicked governor the order was 
given that thou shouldest be despoiled of thy 
garments by the soldiers of the Praetorium and 
be entirely stripped to the skin, be bound with 
hard cords and fiercely beaten and flogged with 
stinging scourges like a seducer of the peo- 

Sle ana transgressor of the law. And this he 
id to appease the angry minds of the priests 
seeking to swallow up thy soul and to bring 
it down to the grave with sorrow. I praise 
and honour thee with suppliant praise especially 
for thy tight bondage to the hard pillar, that 
thou mightest loose us from the chains of our 
sins, and restore us to everlasting freedom in 
heavenly places. I praise and honour thee with 
mdless gratitude for the relentless scourging, 
or each painful blow and cutting stripe on thy 
lost holy and tender body, as thy brutal 
wurgers mercilessly smote thy virgin flesh, 
re deep lashes into it, adding stroke to stroke, 
■uise to bruise, that no part of thee might re- 
iin unvisited by wounds, but the countless 
mtains of thy precious Blood might abun- 
ltly distil from each stroke, so that thou 
fhtest wash us pure from the ingrained pollu- 
i8 of our sins, and mightest cleanse our souls 
1 guilt by thy most precious Blood. Alas ! 
! O Lord God, how great the t&&&c&*& <& 
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unhallowed Jews, how stony the hearts of the 
strikers, who feared not without cause to flog 
thee, the fairest of the children of men, but like 
giants stood up against thee, and spared thee in 
nothing. O holy Son, O chosen Son of my Lord 
God, what hadst thou committed deserving of 
such bitterness ? Absolutely nothing. It is I, 
it is I, lost man as I am, who was the cause of 
all the sorrow and confusion to thee. Woe t6 
thee for the greatness of my sins, for the blotting 
out of which it was necessary that the Son of 
God should pay such bitter torments. Be thou* 
therefore, mindful of the Lord's scourging, 
devout soul, redeemed by the red Blood of Christ, 
and with yearning of heartfelt compassion see 
that thou "neglect not to repay to him the duty 
of gratitude. For if anything occurs to the* 
which must be endured, anything hard and dif&> 
cult anything contrary to"thy fleshly desire, it 
will become certainly light and easy to be borne 
by meditation on thy scourged and beaten Lord. 
When therefore thou must be censured for thy 
faults, or even must receive correction for thine 
excesses, straightway recall to thy mind the 
innocent Jesus stripped of his garments for 
thee and mercilessly scourged; and thus pre* 
pare thyself for correction in memory of thy 
Lord's ^Passion and in expiation of all thy 
sins. Humbly bend thy knees ; strip off the gar- 
ment of thy pride and" self-consciousness ; bend 
thy neck to rebuke, nor shrink from the bitter 
draught of confession. When I am prepared 
for the lash, and my grief is in my sight, wash 
me throughly. O Lord, from my wickedness, 
and cleanse me iVom my sin. Against thee oalf 
have I sinned, and done that which is evil in thy 
sight; therefore justly have I deserved to re* 
reive correction. ¥ot Vl Y&Viesxet now willingly - 
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to subject oneself to temporal shame, than here- 
after to be consigned to eternal torments. For 
they who shrink from bearing pain with Jesus, 
shall as unworthy children be excluded from the 
kingdom of Christ, to be everlastingly tortured 
in the outer darkness. 

ODEAE Jesus, Lord of exceeding love, res- 
cue me in thy mercy. Stretch forth the 
hand of thy pity, and save me from this fate. 
Thou who didst endure the lash and the agony 
for me a miserable sinner, have mercy upon 
me. Grant to me with sorrowful heart to gaze 
into each scar of thy blows, and with ardent 
affection to kiss it with the devout lips of my 
soul, and to feel that thence the ardour of life 
and the healing salve of salvation issues for me. 
Kindle within me the ardour of thine infinite 
love, who for me didst stand the test of love so 
well, whpn thou tookest upon thee patiently to 
endure the scourge and the lash for thy con- 
demned servant. Grant the aid of thy grace to 
my weakness when the weight of tribulation 
comes upon me, that I be not cast down or un- 
duly moved when oppressed by violent trouble 
or anxiety ; but, bearing ever in mind the me- 
mory of thine unjust scourging, may be found 
mild and gentle in all annoyances. Make me 
thy partner in endurance, thy fellow-sufferer 
under the scourging and the anguish, that being 
disciplined by sorrow I may be rendered more 
acceptable to thee in the present time and may 
rejoice with thee in glory hereafter, where aU 
thy Saints rejoice having won the unwithering 
palm of patience, and dwell for ever with thee 
their Master and Captain in the home wherein 
the wicked trouble not nor the weary faint in 
toil, for sorrow and sighing are iled KW&3 . km^eu 
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XXXVIII. 

On the crowning of the Lord with thorns, and ike 
mocking of him by perverse soldiers, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, mighty King of Saints and 
shining Crown of eternal glory, for the scorn 
and the mockery which thou tookest upon thee 
to suffer from, thine impious tormentors, when 
thou wast conducted into the Praetorium of the 
judge hy the wicked soldiers. There, when the 
whole cohort was assembled, thou wast shame- 
fully stripped of thy garments, and wast clothed 
again in derision with the scarlet robe ; that us, 
who are destitute of all virtue, thou mightest 
clothe with the robe of thine holiness, and adorn 
with sanctity of life. I praise and glorify thee 
with special devotion of my sympathising heart, 
for the heavy punishment which, in the thorny 
crowning of tny sacred Head, thou patiently 
barest for us wretched worms. For then 1% 
blessed Brow, hallowed above all Nazarenes, 
was so beset by thorns, and roughly pierced 
even to the tenderness of the brain, that copious 
streams of blood down the neck and ears, down 
the eyes and cheeks, everywhere flowed, and 
rendered all gory and defaced thy sweet face, 
scarce yet dry from the spitting of the Jews. 
Oh lamentable sight ! to see the Son of God so 
shamefully and rudely crowned, in whom could 
be found no sin. Alas, for the cruel rage of the 
soldiers who dreaded not to pierce with so many 
stings of thorns so holy, so fair, so noble, so 
awful a brow, and even dared to mock with salu- 
tations the Xing himself of the Angels, to smite 
him and to exhibit bk o^eabf to all. O gentle 
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Jesus, King infinitely to be desired for thy lore, 
Crown of confessors, Strength of those who fight 
the good fight, Beatitude of those who reign with 
thee in glory, Beauty of all who follow in thy 
footsteps, — how vilely for me art thou handled ! 
how fiercely art thou tortured, how full the cha- 
lice of thy sorrow and confusion, that thou 
Brightest rescue me from eternal confusion and 
the torment of Hell ; that thou mightest clear 
my heart from the thorns of my vices, to crown 
me in heaven with undying honour and with 
glory which fades not away. I praise and honour 
thee for that derisive salutation and mock adora- 
tion shown to thee, when the ministers of cruelty 
with knees bent before thee gave thee hard cuffs 
on the face, flouted thee, worshipped thee, and 
calling thee ironically King, shouted with ir- 
reverent mouth, saving, "Hail, King of the 
Jew*!" Ah! regard, O mortal man, slave of 
sin, how intense the anguish and the shame to 
which the Only-begotten Son of the Eternal 
father is subjected in thee. Open the hearing 
of thy mind and at the stern cry of Pilate yield 
the pious sigh and drop the tear. " Behold" 
savs he, "the Man" If, therefore, there be 
within thy breast a heart of filial love, groan 
thou from its lowest depth, and weep with the 
Author of the universe. I praise and bless thee, 
O gentle Lord Jesus, for the low and miserable 
mirth, while the fragile reed was being given 
into thy right hand for a royal sceptre to in- 
crease the confusion, as though thou hadst been 
a rash usurper of kingly state. I praise and 
magnify thee for the violent blows on thy 
wounded Head, when the pitiless men and sa- 
vage torturers raised high the reed staff, that 
they might strike with repeated blows thine 
holy Head, and a second time defiled ^&\i fo<& 
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and poisonous mouths the purity of thy face. 
Go forth now, O ye daughters of Jerusalem, 
and behold King Solomon with the crown where- 
with his mother, the synagogue of the Jews, has 
crowned him, in the day of nis Passion. Gasti, 
and behold of what quality is he who enters) 
what the distress, and what the disgrace, with 
which he is led out abroad at the command of 
Pilate, that his miserable appearance may be 
openly known to all. Truly to behold these 
things is misery, to meditate upon them is great 
grief: how deep the compassion which devoted 
love will pay ! Lo the meek and gentle Jestis 
steps forth from the Pr»torium of the judge; 
bearing on his Head the crown of thorns and 
clad in the purple robe. Surely now the mad- 
ness of the fickle mob must be moved in some 
little degree to compassion, when they see him 
so sadly dishonoured and afflicted. Alas ! alas! 
the malignant crowd rages the more savagely, 
and when the governor announces in public, 
" Behold the Man" it fiercely yells back to him, 
" Crucify, Crucify him /" Hearing all these 
things, and pondering them in thy heart, tremble 
and shudder for excess of grief, O faithful lover 
of Jesus. Beat thy breast, let fall thy tears, and 
prostrate thyself before the sight of crowned 
Jesus. Thou seest there no form now of the 
servant, but the mien and the presence of a 
King. He it is who, to rescue thee from the 
appetite of earthly glory, and to quench the 
plague of pride within thee, subjected himself to 
the penalty of sin. Let it shame thee, therefore, 
to pursue the glory of the world, O man born 
of the dust, when thou beholdest the stately 
Head of thy Lord shown forth to thee in its dis- 
honour. Let it shame thee to become a delicate 
member beneath the thorn-crowned Head. Bow 
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thyself from thy lofty dignity to hard and lowly 
works. Choose not the flowery path of life, but 
rather the strait and narrow way of godly care. 
Abase yourselves, all ye children of pride, who 
pant for the loftier prize and raise your heads 
on high that you may seem worthier than others, 
when you are but dust of the humble earth. 
Blush to display the beauty and the brightness 
of your luxury in presence of the Scourged and 
the Crucified, ye who adorn yourselves with 
jewels and silk, and deck with gold and silver 
the flesh which is ripening for the grave ; paying 
small heed to the agony and the shame whereby 
ye were redeemed in the work of redemption. 
Be of good cheer, be of good cheer, O indigent 
Lazarus full of sores, and ye who are despised 
and held in light regard by this world ; for ye 
bear a greater likeness to Jesus the Nazarene in 
his weakness and contempt, than does the rich 
man in his evil ways who is clothed in purple 
and fine linen. And thou, servant of Christ, 
care not if thy coat be mean, or thy dress of 
little costliness, so that from thine abundance the 
poor be fed and his prayer ascend for thee to 
-the Lord and Master of both. Doubt not that 
with special glory thou ever appearest in the 
eight of God and his Angels, if with dress thus 
mean thou present at his altar the offering of 
ihy holy deeds. Oh, what true and sweet con- 
solation will the desolate Christian find who 
neglects not with full heart often to ponder the 
thorny coronation of Jesus. As often then as 
thou feelest thyself distressed, remember all the 
thorns which Jesus endured and thou wilt bear 
more gently if thou shalt have been exasperated 
by others, or too afflicted with heartache, or 
wounded by the thorns of evil report. Far better 
is it with afflicted Jesus now to suffer affliction* 
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with crowned Jesus to wear the thorny crown, 
by enduring many troubles from one thing or 
another, than by Living for pleasure to pay here- 
after the penalty of Hell, and — what will be bit- 
terer than all torment to the condemned — to be 
cast out for ever and separated from the heavenly 
face of Jesus and from the sweet company of afi- 
the blessed. Oh how cheerful and calm before 
the sight of the Eternal Sling in the last and ter- . 
rible judgment shall he stand, who is not ashamed •: 
to endure the shame of that confusion and to-. . 
Buffer pain of body here after the example oft 
his Lord and Saviour. Oh how acceptable and 
dear to God is that soul and how faithful her 
meditation, who is inwardly moved by the Pas- : 
gion of Jesus, is wounded to the heart by his : 
wounds, and for his death dies with him in a 
death of love I 

I GRIEVE for thee, O good, patient, and 
gentle Jesus, so ruthlessly scourged for me, 
meanly mocked, and crowned in scorn, and en- 
treat of thee the grace of penetrating sorrow. 
Therefore, humbly Kneeling in thy presence, I . 
adore thine awful Majesty, weighed down to con- . 
tempt in the human nature. Earnestly with ' 
beseeching lips I pray that thou wilt clearly im- 
press, and stamp in outline of fire upon my heart* 
the pitiful form of thy countenance, such as thou 
didst seem to have in that hour when like a re- 
jected leper thou wast cast out by all, being 
crowned with thorns for a public spectacle, and 
dragged about by the tumultuous rabble. May 
this picture of thee in thy misery enter the secret 
depths of my soul, and so pain and torture it 
that every object of worldly concern and curiosity 
may perish from my eyes, every carnal hist may 
faint away to death within, every bitter and low 
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thought may for thy sake become sweet and 
pleasing. May thy Passion subdue my evil af- 
fections, and thy most grievous pains soften my 
daily troubles. May this holy image of thy 
Coronation, seriously and profoundly meditated 
upon, afford me sure solace in adversity and 
strengthen me against the inroad of fickle and 
shifting conceits. For the mind occupied by 
divine meditations, and given up to godly sorrow, 
w freed from harmful thoughts and sheltered 
from the besetting darts of the foeman. Clear 
me, Lord Jesu, from every stain, clothe me in 
true virtues, and grant to me cheerfulness in 
contempt. May I school myself unrepining to 
endure when comforts are taken from me, nor 
to be angered and out of humour when for me 
the fine linen of respect is changed for the rough 
garment of discourtesy. May I not murmur 
against those who laugh at me, nor contend with 
those who abuse me ; out in remembrance of thy 
thorny crown may I calmly for my salvation ac- 
cept all punishments which are laid upon me, 
every confusion which is thrown around me. 
Finally, prick thou the hardness of my heart, 
and pierce its core with the sharpest thorn of 
thy crown ; that all the noxious blood which in- 
fects the flesh may flow forth from the wound, 
and the point of thy holy fear may remain fixed 
within; that I may be deemed worthy to be 
cleared from the thorns of vices and the briars 
of temptations and to be prepared for the seeds 
of holiness. Thus may the soil of my heart, 
infected by the first curse, receive a new bless- 
ing from the dropping of thy sacred Blood, that 
for the thorn of envy may arise for me the rose 
of charity ; for the nettle of lust, the lily of chas- 
tity; for the thistle of asperity, the flower of 
gentleness. Amen. 
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xxxix. 

On the unjust condemnation of Jesus Christ is 
death. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Laid 
Jesu Christ, Author of life and Rule of jus? 
tice, for thine unjust condemnation to deatfc 
without guilt of offence, when a seditious roan 
and murderer obtained the gift of life and aft 
quittal. Oh perverse judgment ! Oh unhaptf 
sentence ! When the tumult arose among the 
people, and the judge could not in any way ap? 
pease the madness of the Jews, he sate on m 
judgment-seat and pronounced against thee thil 
wicked sentence — that Barabbas the robber win* 
had been condemned to death for a capital crimt 
should be dismissed alive, but that thou, who 
wast pure from all offence, shouldest be de- 
livered over for the Cross, to be punished by i 
death of shame. Hear the words of the sen- 
tence. " Jesus of Nazareth I condemn to death, 
because he has said that he is King qf the Jews**. 
Alas, alas, for the judgment of this world. How 
far is justice banished when the wicked seks 
the Lord. Behold how the just perishes, a»4 
there is none to free him. The testimony of the 
perjured is accepted ; the wicked scourge tht 
good ; for the guilty the guileless is given up? 
the robber is chosen instead of Christ, and Bar* 
abbas is released from his bonds instead of 
Jesus. The lamb is exchanged for the wolf, tht 
holy for the unhallowed, the best for the worst 
Lost man escapes ; very God suffers in his steai 
Night takes the place of light ; vice of virtue; 
death of life ; clay of gold ; the base one 
noble. Who hearing to does not groan P 
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is not angered towards the Jews P Who does 
not condemn the judge P Although he wash his 
hands, although he excuse himself in the sight 
of man, although he acted under fear of Caesar, 
yet he is not pure from guilt. For he knew 
that for envy they had taken Jesus. It had been 
better for him to have lost the fleeting honour 
of his earthly rule, if by so doing he might have 
saved his soul from the crime of condemning 
the innocent whom he knew to be guiltless. 
Better far would it be to lose the whole world, 
Hhan to sin against God and to slay his Christ. 
Oh how terrible will be the sentence of the 
wicked, how awful to them the dreadful day of 
doom, when he, whom they now unjustly con- 
demn, shall appear as God, in the glory of his 
Majesty to judge the sons of men ! Then shall 
all the faithful rejoice, — sorrowing souls who are 
now bowed to the earth by the unjust condem- 
nation of their Lord Jesus Christ. Then shall 
4hey be joyful and free from care, who now pa- 
tiently endure the world's anxieties, its wrongs, 
, its injuries, its contempt. Sorrow and sighing 
, enter not there, where their good Lord leads 
'. them to his joy. They suffer no more, they 
I doubt not, they weep not, from whose eyes God 
has wiped the tear in the day of his reward. 

g jf\ LOVING and dear Lord, who wast unjustly 

J KJ condemned by Pilate the governor and con- 

jj signed to the shame of the Cross ; grant me hum- 

4 bly to undergo the sentence imposed upon me 

i for my faults, nor foolishly to canvass the jude- 

4 stent of my spiritual pastor, nor with hasty words 
to assail any one who accuses me. Let me follow 



4 the example of thy patience, and strive like thee 
for the virtue of such silence ; that I may not 



r ponder with soreness of spirit my own. tasfi&&.- 
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tion by those who are higher than myself, but 
may commit all judgment to thee. For the ser- 
vant is not greater than his Lord. For if evil 
judgment has been passed on thee who art th* 
mdge of all, and thou didst not resist the vio? 
lence of thine adversaries who art without staii 
of sin, how much rather ought I to suffer and to 
submit to censure who have often offended i* 
many things. Help me, kind Jesus, readily to 
bear the yoke of submission and the rod of eg*- 
rection ; and in each trouble and affliction which 
assails me ever to cherish in my breast the me- 
mory of thy sorrows. Amen. 



XL. 

On the bearing of the Cross, and the leading jbrtk 
of Jesus to the place of Calvary. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, true V ine, Way of life, our Sal- 
vation, for thy public bearing of the heavy Cross 
of shame which thou didst deign humbly to 
submit to and to bear meekly, for the redemp- 
tion of the whole human race j that all the lost 
ones, long sought and laboriously found, thou 
mightest bear back to the sheepfolds of heaven 
on the everlasting shoulders of tny love. I praise 
and bless thee, brave Standard-bearer of the 
Christian host, for thy leading forth in tumult 
and confusion, when with the heavy beam of 
the Cross ruthlessly laid upon thee thou wast 
ignobly led outside the noble city, wherein in 
past days thou didst manifest thyself by signs 
and teaching. But now the bitter madness of 
the whole people being roused against thee, thou 
art sent as companion of thieves and chief of 
robbers, to be hung in thine abasement on the 
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lofty gallows between the vilest of the vile. I 
praise and glorify thee, O best Jesus, for that 
hard and painful wayfaring and unwonted pil- 
grimage assumed for us ; for each step of thy 
feet planted on our earth; for the excessive 
weariness of thy body weakened by preceding 
punishments ; for the toilsome descent and as- 
cent of the crooked, stony, and rough way, with 
the burden of the Cross ; for the urging to 
haste, and heartless dragging along by the ac- 
companying crowd of sinners. By them thou 
wast ordered to go faster, and sternly driven on ; 
then mercilessly dashed back again and forcibly 
dragged onwards ; hustled many a time this way 
and that ; as, weighed to the ground, and bent 
beneath the yoke, thou proceededst on thy way. 
Intolerable was the burden which thou wast 
compelled to bear to the place of Calvary. Alas, 
alas ! never such a journey hast thou fared, so 
rude a passage never hast thou paced, so penal 
a yoke never hast thou borne. I praise and 
magnify thee, O dear Jesu, in thy great abase- 
ment, when the basest led thee on, dragged thee, 
insulted thee ; for the false ribaldry of thine in- 
nocence recited on the road ; for the insolent joy 
of thy persecutors, as they rejoiced in their pride 
at thy death so cruel, thy hanging so shameful. 
Yet m the midst of these woes on all sides press- 
ing round thee, thou wentest as a gentle lamb 
which is led to the slaughter, meditating our 
salvation, pitying the blindness of the Jews, 
groaning over the malice of thy conductors. I 
praise and bless thee for the affection of heart 
and abundant tears of thy friends, shed for thee 
in their compassion ; for the devout companion- 
ship of pitying women beating the breast in 
the bitterness of their woe over thee, as behind 
thee with aspect bent to the grownd. m reife- 
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rential awe step by step they slowly followed in 
thr track. Yet in this hour of fear thou didst 
calm their mournful sobbing with kind address, 
saying to them thus, — " Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep mot for me, but weep for yourselves and fit 
your children. If they do these things in a gtem 
tree, what shall be done in the dry f" Oh how- 
great was then the grief of all thy dear ones I 
How great especially the lament of the holy 
women as with the after yearning of sym 3 
pathy they gazed behind thee yet by no ap£ 
proach could draw close to thy side, nor frw 
thee from the grasp of death. Oh how inefiabty 
was the love which seized and crushed the nav 
ternal heart of the Virgin Mary, when she be- 
held her only and beloved Son to bear on k» 
back the beam of the Cross and to be dragged 
to death. Oh how gladly would thy Blessed 
Mother hare borne for thee the grievous shame 
of the Cross, had it been allowed to her ! How 
readily would she have chosen to die for thee, 
had she known that this would have pleased 
thee ! But what in her body she could not ani 
might not bear, she bore in her pure mind. For 
she who loved thee the more fervently, the mors 
fully suffers with thee, feels the deeper anguish, 
the more truly bears with thee even the Cross. 
For to none of thy lovers did thine inscrutable 
woe so penetrate the heart, as it pierced the loving 
soul of thine own Virgin Mother of snrpassiBg 
tenderness. Nor may we doubt that Mary Mag- 
dalene who loved thee so fervently, would have 
revived from the swoon of her bitter tears, had 
she been allowed to seize thy Cross, and win 
the Virgin Mother to support it for thee in th» 
toil of love. Yet in many ways did inward sor- 
row increase to thee, besides those woes which 
pressed from wiihonV, even, from the diaper? 
aion of thy disciples, from VSej >k.<&bss£* ^sfc 
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from the sad offence of many, and from the dis- 
trust of those who despaired of thy resurrec- 
tion ; for the faith of all except the V irgin Mo- 
ther was wavering or seemed extinct. Servant 
of Christ, hasten thou too to become the bearer 
of the mystic Cross ; endeavour to follow thy 
"Redeemer's steps if thou y earnest to obtain 
eternal joys. See that thou shrink not from the 
brief toil of penitence nor wish relaxed the 
rigour of God's law, but reckon all to be trifling 
and slight, whatsoever his rule commands. 
Cheerfully execute all that he requires. If 
thou thinkest it difficult to fulfil any act of obe- 
dience, know that Christ has obeyed a yet hea- 
vier rule than thine, even to the death of the 
shameful Cross. Strictly therefore guard thy 
rule of life. Desert not the path which leads 
to the kingdom. Reject the softer lot which 
tempts the careless to destruction. Bear thy 
Cross after Christ. Yet if thou bearest it un- 
willingly and with murmurs, thou shalt receive 
not the glory of Christ but the punishment of 
the thief But if thou bearest all things kindly 
and cheerfully thou hast gone far to conquer the 
Devil. The dear love of Christ and the happi- 
ness of a holy life will lighten for thee the bur- 
den. For thou hast by thy side One who has 
trodden a yet rougher way before thee, Jesus 
the Son of God, who has in himself well tried 
the weight of the Cross. Follow then thy Sa- 
viour, and thou shalt be saved. Pray to thy 
f beloved Jesus that he will give thee his saving 
help; for he who has granted thee to begin 
ft good work will give thee also the power to 
bring it to a happy end. 

JESUS, dear Prince of kings, Ruler of An- 
gels, brave Standard-bearer of t\ifc CtaxS&« 
tiaa host, thou who barest thy Crow oxv M&Y&a 
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own shoulders before the face of mocking Jews 
for the salvation of thy servants, grant to my 
slowness to follow thee in this procession; 
desert me not before the appointed hour of 
death, but lead my wandering soul from the 
body of sin to the hill of Calvary, the moun- 
tain of myrrh and frankincense, where thou 
wast crucified and didst die for me that I might 
rest with thee beneath thy Cross. Grant me 
thence to derive a renewal of my fervour that I 
follow not the coolness of the lukewarm ; but 
gazing with the eye of my heart upon thy cru- 
cified form may avoid the shifting waywardness 
of the unstable. Be thou the guide of the nar- 
row way, the companion of my wandering, the 
helper of my need, the consoler in adversity, the 
fellow-labourer in the many labours undergone 
for thy Name. Help me to bear the labour and 
heat of the day, that I may be able to follow 
my duty in all holy observances. Grant me in 
the depth of my suffering and anxiety to re- 
member the weight of thy fatigue beneath the 
load of the Cross ; how light and easy the little 
burden which I bear when I behold the great- 
ness of thy ponderous Cross. Therefore will- 
ingly for thy love may I bear my load, trusting 
ever in thy kind assistance. For although for a 
little time thou mayest allow me to be weighed 
down in order to increase my humility and to 
try my faith, yet wilt thou assist me afterwards 
in fitting time and manner for thy great mercy, 
dear Lord. Teach me thus to break my proud 
will and to be content with little. Let my hands 
be constant in labour : my heart in meditating 
on the holy Scriptures. May all my members 
serve thee, all my senses be drawn under the 
teaching of thy will. Put away from me the care 
of worldly things, and destroy within me all de- 
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eire of the flesh. May I cease to pay heed to 
profitless discourse and idle tales, and rather oc- 
cupy my spare time in calling up for correction 
the memory of my various excesses or omissions. 
May I cast away every weight which retards my 
course, that I may follow the safe track of thy 
messengers, whom thou sendest before thy face 
to burn away all worldly things from the path 
of the just. Constantly may I recall the form 
of thy Cross borne so lovingly for me a sinner, 
that step by step with thee I may draw near to 
the love of the Cross, and resign myself wholly 
in absolute obedience to thee, till at length long 
practised I may learn patiently to bear the load 
laid upon me nor in my petulance to resist until 
I reach the abode of longed for safety and peace. 
Amen. 



XLI. 

On the stripping of Jesus before the beam of the 
Cross, and on his Iqfty suspension. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Creator of mankind and Res- 
orer of fallen nature, for thine immodest strip- 
ting before the beam of the Cross ; when, as 
U the people stood around and gazed upon 
lee, and the robbers were ready for their spoil, 
ou wast publicly stripped and shamefully un- 
vered. When all thy garments were drawn 
'thee to thy sorrow and distributed as booty, 
>u stoodest in thy shame and in thy trem- 
lg, as they gird thee round with a thin nap- 
, and display thee as a mockery and a de- 
>n, crowned with the thorny garland for a 
em. Thou keenest to thyself nothing of 
world's things in this hour of thy naked* 
o 
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ness, but as a sojourner and exile, the very poor- 
est of the poor, thou art destitute even of all 
human consolation. For as the first Adam 
walked naked in Paradise before his fall in the 
days of his freedom, so dost thou too in hke 
manner now mount naked upon the Cross, to 
restore the loss of Paradise from which he fot 
his sin was cast out and expelled. Therefore 
in order that the innocence wnich was lost might 
be restored to him and he might be clothed id 
the garment of virtue and become worthy of 
everlasting life, thou dear Lord didst suffer that 
thy garments should be stripped from thee, and 
that sorrow and confusion should cover thy fact; 
and that thou shouldest be visited by the peini 
of death. I praise and honour thee, O dearest 
Lover of our salvation, for thy strained extent 
sion upon the hard wood of the Cross, down to 
which thine arms were forcibly bent backwards $ 
for the sharp piercing of thy hands and feet, 
and the hammered clenching of the nails ; the 
sound of which might be heard afar, and more 
to tears of pity the hard hearts of the spectators. 
Alas, alas ! so ruthlessly wast thou fixed to tte 
Cross, that, the veins of thy Body being bans* 
the fountain of the precious Blood was opened 
and flowed in abundant streams towards the 
four parts of the earth. Then truly thy limbs 
were out of joint, and all thy bones might he 
distinctly counted. It was as though thou didst 
permit thy hands and thy feet to be pierced by 
thine enemies, in order that the heavy debt of 
Adam, who extended his guilty hands to the 
forbidden wood, might be paid by the fixing ef 
thine holy hands to the wood of the Cross, sad 
the guilt of ancient lust might be wiped away 
by the shedding of thy precious Blood. I praise 
and honour thee for thy lofty elevation on " 
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i, upon whose beam thou didst hang so Ions 
bo wearily; hallowing thereby the wood 
1 was despised and accursed by all the 
, to be blessed with the highest honour by 
itians above all the trees of the wood. For 

hours or more thou didst hang there for 
alvation, while working out the wondrous 
ery of the Cross which should profit all the 
I. For thou wast lifted up from the earth 
thou mightest draw up unto thee the loving 
s of the faithful, and softening the devout 

by compassion for thee mightest inflame 

more ardently by the sign of the Cross ; so 
with them thou mightest openly triumph in 
»lf over the principalities and powers. Thus 
s that thou didst win to thyself the right to 
for sinners, and for all who truly seel for- 
iess ; and reconciling heaven and earth by 
leath didst restore again the lost harmony 
eation. Look up now, faithful servant of 
§, and with sad and mournful countenance 
id thy God and thy Redeemer hanging be- 
i the lofty horns of the Cross. Lo, thy 
red offers himself in his nakedness to thy 
With fixed feet he stands. He claims 
.pproach. He desires thy free access. He 
s wide the arms of his all-embracing love, 
hows his open wounds. His head he bends 
y kiss. He is ready to receive thee to his 
>, and now at once to forgive thee all thy 
Approach therefore without fear to the 
s. Touch the Cross with love. Embrace 
th the ardour of devotion. Clasp it aud 
it in the tenderness of thy sorrow. Pros* 

thyself there. There lay thyself down, 
r to the holy ground. Betire not from the 
b, that thou mayest perchance be thought 
by to receive one little drop of the flowing 
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Blood, or to catch the tones of him who is speak- 
ing from the Cross, or to stand by his side in 
the end of his Agony. Let that earth which 
has receired Jesus in death, receive thee too to- 
gether with him. Wheresoever Jesus is buried 
there too be the nbce of thy rest ; that as thy 
spirit is one with nis so in death ye be not sd* 
panted. Bender to him the doty of thy tears; 
search out thine inmost heart ; let the Chroeified 
find thee devout and modest and prepared to 
endure to the end with him; that the world 
may be crucified to thee, and thou to the world, ; 
and to thee to lire may be Christ and to die 
may be gain. Far be it from thee to glory 
save in the Cross of thy Lord Jesus Christ; fti 
be it from thee to trust in thine own merits or j 
thine own good works. On the Gross of Jesai j 
rests all thy safety and the redemption o* 
which thou shouldest fix the firm hope of thy 
salvation. From this it is that remission of sis* 
is given to thee; this is the fountain whence 
flow the riches of Christ's merits. Hence are 
gained the rewards of the righteous ; hence the 
wages of toil according to the labours of each. 
Endeavour therefore to follow the example of 
the Crucified, and to cast from thee the burden 
of worldly things. Purify thy soul from the 
bane of a licentious heart ; banish from it afl 
incentive forms of passion, all thoughts and re- 
collections which thou wouldest not dare to ex- 
pose naked and uncovered before the holy eyes 
of God and his Angels. Thine be the tmsulfied 
nakedness of truth, that thou mayest be able m 
thy nakedness and simplicity to imitate thy 
naked Lord in disregard of thyself and of 
earthly things which live but for the grave. 
And thus hope at length to become an accepted 
servant of Christ, by enduring disgrace and the 
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evil report of men for the dear love of thy suf» 
fering Redeemer. Learn to rejoice in thine 
abasement and subjection. Grieve with tears of 
sorrowing love over the sins of others, and pray 
that all may be brought to a better knowledge 
of God. Think thyself worthy of contempt. 
If thou art punished for faults of which thou art 
innocent, remember that thou art worthy for 
the many sins, which are known to thy soul 
alone, to suffer far heavier punishment and 
shame than any which men inflict upon thee 
here. School thyself therefore to wish for the 
salvation of those who use thee despitefully. 
Place no sure confidence in men. Few are the 
faithful in the hour of need ; rare are the friends 
who stand by thy side in the day of trial and 
distress. Yet wonder not at this, nor let thy 
heart be cast down. Christ experienced before 
thee the desertion of friends. He who ever did 
good felt the ingratitude of men when the mul- 
titude of his enemies thronged around him. In 
him be thy trust ; let the Crucified guide thee, 
the good Shepherd lead thee. With him abide 
| even, on the Cross in the time of his trouble, 
and thou shalt obtain grace, and the palm of 
victory against all who persecute thee. But 
porepare for him a place, and open a way for the 
[, gnee of God with all humility and devout con* 
trition ; that thou mayest receive sweet comfort 
_ from the punishments and wounds of Jesus and 
P mayest taste how sweet it is to suffer rebuke for 
f big holy Name and to be held in low esteem. 
. Love the hour of quiet meditation, when thou 
elosest the door or thy soul to the distractions 
of worldly cares, and repairest to watch at the 
feet of thy dying Lord on the hill-side of Cal- 
vary. Thus shalt thou strengthen thyself against 
the light frivolities of life. And. w\x&Tk >&&m. 
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comest forth, let thy demeanour be grave and 

gentle, for it becomes not one who meditates en 
le Passion to break forthwith straightway into 
laughter, and it is unseemly to joke beyond the 
limits of gentle seriousness. Tnis is the teach- 
ing which thou must learn in the Passion of the 
Crucified. Happy he who can mould his be- 
haviour on such a type ! Hence he will draw 
exhaustless supplies of spiritual wealth, and eat- 
ing of the tree of life will live in joy for ever. ' 

LOOK, O most holy Father, on the face of % 
Christ. Behold thy son hanging on the Cross 
for me. Let thy wrath be turned away from 
me a sinner, who am bound by the many chains 
of my sins, for the merits of thine oxdy-begotffen 
Son, who is fixed by the nails and sprinkled 
with the red blood of his Agpny. For he was 
wounded to blot out my iniquities; he shall 
satisfy thee for all my transgressions ; he shall 
make answer to thee for me. Him I give as my 
hostage ; him I choose as my advocate ; him I 
interpose as my mediator ; him I leave as de- 
fender of my cause. All the loss shall be made 
good by him ; every sin committed against thy 
Majesty shall be freely atoned for by him, the 
Blessed One, the holy Fruit of the Virgin womb. 
Do thou, O Father of mercy, with the lavish 
bounty of thy love, incline thine ear to him. 
He died for me. Do thou, for the sake of that 
infinite love wherein he offered himself, give me 
cause for the consolation which strengthens my 
trembling soul, as I gaze forward beyond time 
and change to the hour of death. O good Jesus ! 
loving Jesus ! Jesus, beloved Son 01 God! thou 
who, by the command of thy Father, dfckt 
deign to assume the substance of our flesh with- 
out stain of sin, aivo. to oftet H^ttM&a altar of 
the Cross for the salvstoioii^^^^^g^m 
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thy servant, who implore thy pardon and thy 
grace. Forgive me all the sins which I have 
committed towards thee in my ignorance, both 
lately and in time gone by. Pardon them of 
thy goodness, and for the infinite merit of thy 

, Passion. To thee, therefore, under the shelter 
of thy Cross, I fly; and there, trusting in thine 
abundant mercy, I entreat thee to heal my sins, 
and aid me in obtaining my salvation. With 
sighs of my heart I bow before thy Cross, I kiss 
thy feet, I implore thine assistance. Hear me 
in my misery ; receive me in my flight ; heal 
my contrite heart ; justify me a sinner. I will 
not leave thee, I will not depart from thee, until 
I am received to thy favour. I implore thee, 
O crucified Lord Jesus, strip my heart of all 
worldly thoughts and cares. Draw me up by 

. thine arms to the height of thy Cross. Lead 
thou the way ; I will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest. Willingly with thee would I be 
poor and naked, a stranger and a sojourner in 
the world, if only with thee I may be lifted up 
from the earth. Pierce thou my flesh with 
thine holy fear that I may give no consent to 
evil desire. Fix my hands with thine to the 
Cross that they sink not upon my knees in 
sloth. Nail thou my feet, that I may con- 
stantly persevere in bravely bearing pain and 
toil. lit thy nails touch the softness of my 
heart and pain me with a wound which shall 
give me life ; that I may dissolve with tears of 
contrite sorrow, and losmg myself in an agony 
of devoted love, may become wholly thine. Fill 
thou then, dear Lord and Master, my whole 
soul with mourning love for thee. Increase the 
aeal of my service that I may know nothing to 

• be dearer to me than thou, nothing to be fixed 
firmly in my heart but Jesus C\ms>\> uh^\hcql 
crucified. Amen. 
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On the Wounds of Christ and the shedding 
precious Blood. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, C 
Jesu Christ, Author of our salvation 
Giver of pardon, patient Endurer of hum 
quity, for all the anguish, for the blows ai 
bloody wounds inflicted upon thy Body, i 
from the sole of the foot to the crown 
head there was no place in thee free fron 
and suffering, but all was either swelling 1 
or smarting sore, or red blood flowing in 
stream. I praise and glorify thee wil 
worthiest reverence I can offer, upo: 
bended knees of my heart for the shedding 
precious Blood from thy Five sacred Vv 
and from thy pierced Body, whence fc 
stream for refreshing the fainting soul an< 
healing medicine of all our sins. Ah, b« 
and unrepining Jesus! how didst thou 
thyself to be pierced for us, that the drau 
life and health might flow from the fou 
head of thy riven limbs ! Oh, Five pi 
Wounds of love, tokens of divine loving 
ness, bright streams of recovered Eden, 1 
my parched lips yearn in this thirsty 

Tf*L_J •_ xT. X7J-X- _x» J xT. J.T. _ _i_T- _ 
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thee to redeem my soul by the Blood of thy 
testament from the bondage of original sin, to 
cleanse it from all wickedness, to enrich and adorn 
it with thy righteousness, that by grace it might 
now be joined and united to thee, and hereafter 
by glory might dwell with thee in thy heavenly 
kingdom. Fay careful heed, O faithful soul, and 
see with how great and noble a price he has 
redeemed thee who made thee in his own image 
and likeness. For not with corruptible things, 
with gold or with silver, art thou redeemed from 
the slavery of thy sins and the evil nature where- 
with thou wast bound, but by the precious Blood 
of Jesus Christ, the Lamb without spot ; who 
not only shed his Blood on the Gross for thy 
cleansing, but has left even the same for thee in 
the Cup that thou shouldest drink it, and receive 
it with faithful devotion in the Communion of 
the Sacrament, that thy daily unclean sins may 
be purged away again and blotted out. Alas, of 
how heavy punishment will he be thought wor- 
thy who has accounted the Blood of the Cove* 
nant of the Son of God an unholy thing, and 
has not paid due thanks for the wounds of the 
Crucified. Endeavour then to return thanks- 
giving to him who loved thee so well and con- 
ferred such benefits upon thee, at least by a 
short prayer or a devout meditation for some 
part of the day or night. Many are the faithful 
who inflamed, with the fire of his love have 
eagerly shed their blood for him : even more 
have prayed to change the waters of bitter sor- 
row for the chalice of blood, by taking their 
•hare of hi* Passion along the rough path of 
repentance. After the example of these learn 
thou also to crucify thy flesh with its vices and 
lusts, to fight manfully against temptation, will- 
ing to bear the yoke he may lay u$ou \!haa «n«a 
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to death, to offer upon the altar of thy spirit to 
the Redeemer Christ the sacrifice of a contrite 
heart, by diligent contemplation of the Croat ; 
to call to mind all his loving-kindness, and in 
the wounds of Christ as in the clefts of the 
Bock to seek a place of refuge from the face of 
the enemy and the avenger. 



SUCCOUR me, merciful Jesus, in all necessity 
and in the heat of the struggle. Spread 
wide thine arms above me, and protect me ever 
with thy right hand. Give me devotion of heart, 
truth on my lips, sincerity in my dealings. Pom 
me from all pollution of vice, heal my woonJH i: 
with thy precious Blood. Let nothing dark 1' 
abide in me, nothing defiled, nothing which been ( 
the contagion of sin ; but may thine holy Blood - 
so largely shed cleanse me from all evil, that 
pure in heart and soul I may be presented before 
thee my Creator in the Day of thy Judgment 
who to set me free hast endured so many aid 
grievous punishments. Amen. 

i 

ILIII. 

On the FIB8T wobd uttered by Jesus on the CrdM, 
in which he prayed for his enemies, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Fountain of love and pity, lor 
thy forgiving prayer wherein with hands spread 
wide upon the Cross thou didst intercede for 
thine enemies who were murdering thee, asking 
for pardon on their transgressions and making 
kind excuse for them, saying, — " Father, forgive 
them : they know not what they do," Oh, word of 
love and grace, which ought to soften and torn 
to repentance tih&tax&'ta&xt. <& wk? fanner! 



{ 
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beloved Jesus, how ready thou art to pardon : 
: how easy to be appeased : bow kind in snowing 
: mercy ! Ob, bow infinite thine affection to 
.those that love thee, who didst show thyself so 

kind even to thine enemies. For when hanging 
; npon the lofty Cross thou wast not roused to 

indignation against thy crucifiers that thou 

shouldest avenge thyself on those who were 
.•afflicting thee: thou didst not pray that the 
r earth should open her mouth and swallow those 
i sinners alive, or that fire coming down from 

heaven should consume them in a moment, but 
jihou didst shed the word of love like the re- 
r freshing dew of heaven upon thy cruel enemies, 
^flaying, — " Father, forgive them" Herein ap- 

pearea thine exceeding love blended with genue- 

• ness which could neither be conquered nor cease 
i from suppliant prayer. They cried out, — " Ont- 
's*tfy him, cructfy htm" and thou sayest, — " Fa* 

• • tker,Jbrqive them" They fixed hard nails into 
} thee, ana thou excusest their cruelty, saying, — 

" They know not what they do" How wonderful 
thine affection, O Christ: How strong the per- 
versity of the people who were not moved by 
thy words of love ! Thou didst sorrow for their 
v ^blindness, not for the wrong done to thyself; and 
the soreness of their sin pained thee more than 
the torment of thy wounds. They wrought upon 
J thee whatsoever wickedness they could: thou 
■ gavest them in return all the loving-kindness 
; ■ which thou hadst to show. And a work of love 
'-.indeed it was to pray for men so sinful that they 
}'. might be turned from their sins and might know 
'that thou hadst come, very Son of God, in the 
^ flesh. Thus was the prophecy of Isaiah ful- 
'.■ filled, — " He bare the sins of many, and made 

• intercession for the transgressors" Who now 

1 - can despair about the pardon of \u» fc\n& > ^\\w&. 
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they met with so great kindness who crucified 
the giver of pardon P Despair not, mj soul* 
though thou tie involved in the debt of many 
sins, — beset on all sides by various temptations* 
Downcast thou mayest be, for this is a valley of 
tears, and the shadow of death lies about the 
footsteps of the sons of Adam, yet art thou not 
solitary and unheeded. The heart of the Re* 
deemer is open for thee, and the pledges of ha 
compassion are the Cross, the Nails, the Spear, 
and all the red Wounds of Jesus. Behold before 
thee the opened Side of the Crucified ; embrace 
with loving arms the tree of life, — the untouched 
tree of God's paradise whose fruit the Second 
Adam gives at last to his own for the healing of 
the nations, that they may eat and live for ever; 
clasp the sign of thy salvation, Jesus hanging 
upon the Cross. Him adore with devout mind: 
to him faithfully commit thvself ; to him resign 
thyself wholly. For he who was so loving to 
his enemies will certainly be very kind to thee 
who sorrowest for thy sins. If thou really de» 
sirest to be quickly heard, if thou longest to ob* 
tain the Redeemer's grace, and to receive fall 
pity from him, do thou also with thy whole 
heart forgive him who sins against thee. Pardon 
him in little things that God may pardon thee 
in great ones, and pray for his salvation as if for 
thine own. By so doing thou shalt find grace, 
and shalt be the child of the Highest, by imi- 
tating Jesus, who commanded us to love our 
enemies and to pray for our persecutors. Be* 
sides, thou layest up for thyself great confidence 
in the hour of death if when ttou sufferest un« 
justly thou hast learnt to forgive all injuries and 
hast sincerely prayed for thy debtors. This holy 
supplication for our enemies has blest the lips of 
Apoatle8,ha& consecrated mo^T^l^aa ennobled 
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jonfessors, has adorned virgins, has rendered all 
Saints conformable to Christ, and has made them 
worthy of eternal life; 

EPRAY thee, O merciful Lord Jesus, who 
didst pray for thine enemies with such 
gentle lore, mat with like love thou wilt im- 
alore the Father even for me, if perchance he 
nay have mercy upon all my sins and may 
ibeolve me from the punishment which I hare 
leserved for them. Grant to me to trust with 
irm confidence in thy love, nor to fall into de- 
spair on account of the multitude of my sins, 
jut with faithful mind to consider how thou 
aunest into this world to save sinners, and didst 
frill to suffer for the wicked, to be crucified and 
:o die. May this thy prayer therefore which 
iou didst utter for thine enemies, avail to the 
saving of my soul, and enable me to have good 
tiope of pardon through it, that by thine holy 
intercession I may be found worthy to obtain 
&*t which I may by no means possess through 
iny merits of my own. Grant to me that I 
say flee freely and securely beneath the shadow 
)f thy wings ; and by the power of thine holy 
Dross guard me from all fear of the old enemy. 
Spread wide, I pray thee, and yet more wide the 
tranches of thine arms above me, that I may fly 
» the shelter of thy Cross ; that my soul may 
lot fear nor despair when thou callest her away 
irom the world to follow thee. Do, thou, U 
oving and merciful Lord Jesus, receive me a 
niserable sinner crying to thee and trusting 
lot in my own works but in thy great pity. 
knien. 
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XLIT. 



On the stripping of Jesus and the parting of Ms 
garments. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Laid 
Jesa Christ, Founder of all things, and Bis* 
penser of bounties, for the ruthless strippingof 
thy garments, when immediately after the ten 
rifle nailing to the Cross thou wast despoiled of 
all thy clothing, and so reduced even to the very 
last farthing that thou didst retain not even the 
smallest vestment for covering thy nakedness* 
nor didst see even a linen cloth wherein theft 
Brightest be wrapt and buried with care, So? 
it was necessary that thy burial linen should be 
bought by others and presented to thee by km 
ing hands as to one poor and needy. Oh, ir- 
reverent rapacity of the soldiers which blushed 
not to rob with unfeeling grasp the little cloth- 
ing of Jesus, and expended itself even on the 
poor garments of the Crucified ! For when they 
had divided his raiment into three parts they 
gave a portion to each of the soldiers, leaving 
unrent the robe alone which was woven withov 
seam ; and for this they cast lots, because they 
could not part it without spoiling? its nature. 
Ah, hapless robbers, hard extortioners! who 
took no pity on the poor Jesus as he hung naked 
on the Cross, nor restored to him the least por- 
tion of his own, nor even left the hem of his gar- 
ment for a memorial and solace to his weeping 
Mother ! Surely they did none of these thing? 
save at the tempting of the Devil, who urged 
them on to the evil deed without fear of the 
future Judgment. O my beloved Jesus, thou 
neither sayest nor dost anything in opposition 
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to these things, but sufferest all in silence. Cer- 
tainly in this thy loss of all things thou showest 
to me very plainly what I ought to do when any 
necessary thing is taken away from me. For 
thou wishest me to be more ready to endure 
temporal loss than to enforce restitution of what 
is rightly my own, even though it be fitting and 

Fx>per for me to have. These garments of tnine, 
think, were not of costly fabric, but plain and 
simple as for the poor of the earth, rather like 
the clothing of the ancient prophets than of 
those who like thee were of royal lineage. They 
were wrought perhaps in the home at Nazareth 

S- the hands and needle of the Blessed Virgin 
other, taught by the art of the Holy Spirit ; or 
perhaps with the price of her labour she bought 
them from the people of the country and pre- 
pared them in tny boyhood for the use of ner 
Son. Oh, great Creator of Heaven, very God 
and Man, reduced to such extremity ! At his 
Nativity he had scarcely cheap rags for a cover- 
ing ; now in the hour of death he has lost all 
his garments ! Then a narrow manger bore the 
tender limbs of his infancy ; now stript of all 
ids goods he has not in the whole world which 
lie founded where he may rest his head for a 
-while, except on the Cross. As he came into 
the world poor and needy, even so naked and an 
outcast will he depart from it. At his birth he 
•is bound in swaddling clothes ; at his death he 
is pierced with nails and the spear. The con- 
templation of such misery as this implores our 
compassion; the manifestation of such endur- 
ance demands our imitation. Be thou therefore 
..somewhat more patient when anybody takes 
away from thee thmgs which thou art in need of, 
or when that which thou desirest is denied thee. 
Learn to use moderation and to be content with 
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things of little value, and thou shalt be free from 
murmuring, tranquil in mind and pleasing to 
Almighty God. Oh, who now will give me to 
have one little piece of those holy garments of 
my Lord Jesus Christ that I may touch them 
with loving devotion, or kiss with my lips the 
hem whence so often virtue went out for the 
healing of the sick P How holy are those gar- 
ments ! in what reverence are they to be held! 
Had the soldiers known their power they would 
rather have stored them in chests of silver than 
have torn and parted them amongst themselves. 
Poor were they in texture, clothing of the Man 
of sorrows, vestments of the Xing who wis 
crowned with thorns and bore the reed for -a 
sceptre, but all the glory of Solomon and the 
wealth of Assyria could not buy the power which 
issued in mysterious stream from the fabric of 
their woof. And now, beloved Jesus, patient 
endurer of many wrongs, grant to me to collect 
again with pious mind the garments which the 
soldiers parted amongst themselves to thy con- 
fusion. Blessed be the holy garment by which 
for many years thy virgin body born of the 
Virgin Mary was covered. Blessed be the hem 
of thy garment, at whose touch all the sick who 
approached with faith were healed. Blessed he 
thy coat without seam, wrought for no use of 
men, but dedicated to the use of the God-man. 
It was not rent — it was not divided; for he 
willed thereby to commend the unity of our holy 
Mother the Church throughout all the world; 
which though divided by regions, tongues, and 
dwellings, and distinguished by various ranks 
and modes of life, yet lives, is governed, and fed, 
as one body of the Church, under one Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls ; keeping one Faith, receiv- 
ing one Baptism, believing in one God in Trinity, 
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having one Bridegroom, even the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who reigns in the Heavens, from whom 
she cannot be removed by assault of any temp- 
tation. For thou, O Lord, hast given to thy 
Bride, the Catholic Church, a secure shield 
against all errors, the word of truth, the light of 
knowledge, the fervour of love, to obtain the 
crown of Eternal life which fades not away. 

JESUS, King of kings, most poor and yet 
most rich : most poor in the loss of thy gar- 
ments, and the desertion of thy friends, most rich 
in the fulness of all spiritual gifts, grant to me thy 
poor servant to obtain somewhat at least of the 
abundance of thy righteousness, lest I be found 
bare before thee and confounded, as the man who 
came to the feast not having on a wedding gar- 
ment and was cast out for his carelessness from 
the company of the blessed. Let my heart be 
touched with contrition in remembrance of thy 
divided raiment, that I may be visited by the 
fear of Hell, or the hope of future glory, or grief 
for past sin, or love of grace received. Enable 
me also to keep the unity of thy seamless robe 
in the bond of peace and love, to cast away all 
matter of dissension and quarrelling, to avoid 
the excitement of the world, to abstain from 
foolish conversation and talking, to wish from 
love of eternal rest to lead with thee a poor and 
obscure life, to look for no great reward in this 
world, to set firm affection on no earthly posses- 
sions, even as thou didst own no worldly wealth 
in this life but didst even allow the little that 
thou hadst to be stripped from thee by the 
spoilers, hereby giving to all an example of pa- 
tience ; lest when they suffer injury they may be 
overmuch cast down by the loss of their sub- 
stance. Amen. 
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XLV. 



On the reproaches of the Jews and the brave en- 
durance of Jesus on the Cross. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jean Christ, Honour and Joy of the heavenly 
citizens, for the reproaches and blasphemies cast 
in thy teeth by the Jews on the Cross. For 
from the highest to the lowest all were against 
thee, and rushed to tear thine innocence in pieces 
like hounds about their prey. Those that passed 
by, like senseless and drunken men filled with 
the gall of bitterness and hatred, shook their 
heads, saying, "Ah, thou that destroyest the 
temple and buildest it again in three daws" 
Even the chief priests with the scribes and elders 
who seemed to rule the people and ought to have - 
restrained the others from their malice insulted 
thee more than they all. For standing opposite 
to the cross with contemptuous eye ana sneering 
lip they said, " He saved others, himself &e can* 
not save" They strove to misinterpret his good 
deeds done by divine power, and his gifts of 
healing bestowed kindly on others towards whom 
their hearts were full of envy. They say that if 
he will descend from the Cross they will believe* . 
Falsely — for when he had performed greater 
miracles than this before their eyes they had 
withheld their faith. They did not now intend 
to believe nor to seek after salvation, but to irri- 
tate him with malicious words. At length, mad 
with audacity, they uttered impious words 
against the Godhead, and with contemptuous, 
voice calling thee the Son of God, they said,— 
" He trusted in God, let him deliver him now jf 
he will have him : for he said, I am the Son qf 
God. " Pitiless ana cruel persecutors of the Son 
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of God, does it not suffice you to have committed 
the terrible crime of the Crucifixion, but must 
you add to your sin by mocking and deriding 
nim P Alas, alas, what are you doing P Why 
are you preparing your poisoned tongue against 
the loving and the innocent P Wnerein has 
Christ sinned, or wronged you in anything P 
Has he not enlightened your country with many 
signs and with the divine teaching of his lips P 
Has he not even prayed for his enemies P Wnat 
ill treatment has ne deserved in return for these 
things P Why do you return to him evil for 
good, and hatred for his great love P It were 
more fitting that you should weep in expiation 
of the wickedness, rather than laugh in the face 
of the Crucified. But you have neither com- 
passion for him nor remembrance of his loving- 
kindness in your hearts, but are ever urged on 
by Satan to worse deeds and to the offering of 
yet greater insults. Swords and staves no longer 
may reach him as he is lifted up on high upon 
the Cross with supplicating arms outspread be- 
fore the throne or the Father : but the whetted 
sword of the tongue may touch his heart even 
there. The soldiers, careless of all but worldly 
gain, are urged on by their rulers to deride him. 
Offering him vinegar they say, — " If thou he the 
King of the Jews save thyself. * Foolish soldiers, 
hbw unmanly is your conduct ! Who has taught 
you so to fight as that you lift up your hand 
against God? This is no work of nigh-spirited 
men, — to persecute the good, to despoil the poor, 
to leave him stripped and naked, to part his gar- 
ments, to mock the Crucified, to offer to the lips 
of your dying God the draught of vinegar from 
which any man would shrink. Yet you cannot 
hurt Christ ; for the wisdom of Jesus conquers 
your malice, and his patience is not -worn o\& 
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by your wrongs. The thief also who was cru- 
cified on his left hand, being obstinate in his sin* 
reproached his Lord, saying, — " If thou be Christ 
save thyself and us." The wretched man fell 
into the pit of evil, and when the time was fast 
departing in which he might have asked and 
obtained pardon for his offences he spent it in 
shamefully insulting the Giver of pardon him- 
self. In sin and despair the unhappy man died 
and went to his account. I praise and glorify 
thee for thy surpassing firmness manifested upon 
the Cross, from which no abuse nor persuasion 
induced thee to descend and to find relief for one 
short moment from the pain and the agony which 
of thine own free will thou hadst taken upon 
tbee. For thou heldest without flinching firmly 
even to the end the place which thou hadst as- 
sumed for love of us, and didst will to bring to 
a perfect end the work of salvation which was 
begun. By this example thou taughtest us to 
persevere m a good work once begun, nor to 
faint in weariness of body or soul before its 
completion. Approach now to the Tree of the 
Crucified thou who wouldst despise the world, 
and pay slight regard to its foolish threats and 
mockery. Be thou manly and firm in any holy 
undertaking: it is the work of Christ for thy 
soul, and he wills that whatsoever thou pnttest 
thine hand to thou shouldst work at with all 
thine heart. He did no half-service for thee, 
and he claims thine whole energies for himself. 
If any one would turn thee aside from thine 
obedience to Christ, remember how he himself 
became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the Cross. He claims thine obedience to him- 
self, even to his holy Church and to our bishops, 
who stand to us in the place of Christ, being 
sent by him to ua in \&& manner as he himself I 
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was sent by the Father. However much there- 
fore the world may promise thee, however the 
flesh may lay its pleasures before thee, however 
seductive the temptations of the devil, however 
prudently thy friends and acquaintance may 
dissuade and laugh at thee, heed it not ; care 
not for it ; despise it all. Stand fixed in Christ. 
Look up. Raise thine eyes to the Crucified, 
who with open arms invites thee to him, and for 
brief toil promises everlasting reward. "If," 
says he, " thou suffer with me, thou shalt also 
reign with me ; if thou wilt die with me, thou 
shalt share with me my glory." 

OFIEM and brave Captain of the faithful, 
Jesu Christ, lover and consecrator of the 
holy Cross, grant to me perseverance in breaking 
in my stubborn will to thy service, that I may 
not be turned from my zeal by weariness of la- 
bour, but ever reach forward to what is beyond, 
and with steadfast mind reject the temptations of 
the flesh and of the spirit. Teach me to show 
patience in trouble ; not to fear the slanders of 
men nor to run after their approbation ; to turn 
my eyes aside from the present and to seek my 
refuge in thee alone, my only hope of salvation ; 
by no joy or fear to be removed from the embrace 
of the Cross, but to live in the shadow of its 
protection till my life's end. Amen. 



XLVI. 

On the second word uttered by Jesus on the 
Cross, on the happy confession of the thief, and 
the promise to him qf Paradise. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Consolation of sinners in> di&* 
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tR% for thine infinite lore and pity which thou 
didst condescend to show to the abandoned thief 
hanging at thy right hand when he turned late 
at the last annrnt to thee and repented with 
hie whole heart. For straightway when he ac- 
knowledged his faults, and repented of his evil 
deeds, he received remission of all his ams and 

Eee of an entrance to Paradise from thy 
For no repentance is late or fruitless when 
is real sorrow and entire conversion to 
God. O blessed sorrow for sin which wins far 
sinful man the kingdom of heaven ! The peni- 
tent thie£ though he had transgressed much and 
often, yet, being placed in the last extremity, 
he grieved for alt Ids sins, and won pardon by 
his humility. For he acknowledged his fault 
and confessed that he was condemned to dean 
by a hist sentence : he felt a seal for justice, and 
rebuked his accomplice hangingnear him for 
the brutality of his blasphemy . Me showed the 
feeling of compassion when he lamented that 
Christ who was free from all sin was crucified 
without fault of his own. He had great faith 
when he despaired not of Christ's mercy, but 
prayed that lie would remember him in the 
kingdom of God. Endued therefore with these 
heavenly virtues, he turned confidently to thee, 
Lord Jesu Christ, as to the loving shepherd of 
souls and the true High Priest, who was then 
and there offering on the Altar of the Cross the 
one perfect sacrifice for his sins, and he cried 
aloud as earth grew grey in shadow before his 
eyes, "Lard, remember me when thou corned 
into thy kingdom" Nor did his dying ears 
close without an answer. Thou, loving Jesus, 
didst give to him in reply the word of sweet 
consolation, " Verily I say unto thee, Hhdag 
$halt thou be with me in PcnrauKte." O aoeente 



MEDITATIONS. 215 

of divine love, how sweetly ye sound from the 
lips of God in the ears of the contrite sinner in 
his agony, and give strength and comfort to the 
anxious and timid heart in such an hour : how 
securely can he now die to whom it has been 
granted to hear such a promise. For in the 
evil day he shall feel no fear whom the Lord 
Jesus has taken under his protection. That has 
been granted to the confessing thief which was 
denied to the beseeching Peter. Peter desired 
to remain on the Mount of Contemplation, but 
was unable to obtain his desire. He wished 
even before the hour of the Passion to follow 
Jesus through all things, but it was said to him, 
"Thou canst not follow me now ; but thou shalt 
follow me afterwards" Peter was first called 
to the Apostolate, but the thief was admitted 
into the kingdom before him. Oh, how won- 
• derful are thy works, O Lord ; thy thoughts are 
"very deep ! How marvellous are thy judgments, 
and thy ways past finding out! An unwise 
man doth not consider this, and a fool doth not 
understand it. Oh, how happy the hour which 
-ike thief found at last, when he was found 
-worthy to suffer with thee, to die with thee, to 
-go with thee to thy kingdom ! Concerning 
: whom I find not what good deed he ever did in 
his life before, but this I have found for certain, 
that as the end drew near he purged away all 
his past errors by humble confession. Great 
was thy mercy, O Lord, when the felon whose 
hands were stained with crime received pardon 
as soon as he prayed earnestly to thee. " Lord," 
said he, " remember me when thou contest into thy 
kingdom" And thou, O merciful and pitying 
Lord, straightway from the Cross didst hear the 
anguish of his heart, and didst console the spirit 
. of the conscience-stricken with this kind ttosmvt, 
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" Verily I say unto thee, To-day shaU thou $# 
with me in Paradise." How fuQ of saving con- 
solation to me is it to weigh with earnest con* 
sideration the last hour of this thief and thy 
loving answer to him : not that I should have 
more security in sinning, nor put off till later 
any amendment of life; but lest, being over* 
come by sudden weakness, I should despair and 
fall away even further from my Lord. Yet 
why should I despond, when I see so wicked a 
man thus suddenly changed for the better, being 
saved by thy pitying grace and restored to Pa- 
radise P Deep would be my trouble for my 
many sins, O Lord, if I knew not thy mercies : 
if I had not seen the examples of penitent sin* 
ners who were kindly received by thee. For 
thou hast said by the mouth of thy prophet, " 1* 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live." 
And even with thine own lips thou sayest, " So 
God loved the world, that he gave his only-be* 
gotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him 
should not peri.sh, but have everlasting Itfe." 
And again : " I came not to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance.*' Thou didst forgive 
immediately all the sins of Mary Magdalene as 
she wept at thy feet. Thou didst receive Peter 
again to favour, shedding bitter tears after the 
fall of his third denial. Thou didst heal, by thy 
loving-kindness, those who were fainting under 
various forms of disease, and didst free by the 
bountiful office of thy love those who were 
bound by the chain of their sins, even as thou 
didst rescue the adulteress from the hands of 
her accusers, and didst save her from death by 
stoning. O most kind Jesus, my Hope and my 
Hefuge, my Defender and Liberator from my 
angry enemies, be iVou metctful to me, and de- 
stroy not, with ttie me\d, tb^ *w^ l<st iiWan 
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redemption thou didst will to mount the beam 
of the Cross. Remember the holy word which 
thou saidst to the thief, in which thou hast left 
to me a most solid ground of hope for myself. 
Say thou to my soul, O Saviour of my life, 
when the time of my dissolution shall draw 
near, " To-day thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise." Remember me, O Lord, in thy kingdom, 
nor leave me in the fearful moment of death, 
when mv strength shall fail and my voice be 
silent, when mv eyes shall begin to darken and 
my hearing to be dull. Then succour me, good 
Jesus, and send thine holy Angels to comfort 
me in my agony, that my malicious enemy may 
not prevail against me when he lays his snares 
about the last hour, who even dared to seek 
something in thee which he might make his 
own, but finding nothing retired in confusion 
from thy presence. So let them be confounded 
and driven backward that seek after my soul to 
destroy it. But let my soul rejoice in thee and 
be glad in thy salvation, O Lord, by meditating 
on the comforting voice which now for the se- 
cond time thou hast uttered on the Cross, " Ve* 
rily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise." Let this word be constantly on 
my lips, and yet more constantly in my heart. It 
sounds the sweeter because it was said by thee 
upon the Cross. The accents of my crucified 
Lord thrill through the soul as no other accents, 
even his own, have ever done. Weigh them 
therefore reverently, O my soul ; meditate upon 
them with awe. Would that I might thus be 
found worthy to live, would that I might thus 
study to serve my Lord, that in the hour of my 
departure from the body I may obtain to hear 
from Heaven that word of joy, " To-day shalt 
thou be with me in Paradise" Oh tu&t iWi 
wovldst say that equally joyful tvotA to VJ&S *«t- 
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vant, " Well done, good and faitltfuZ servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things ; enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord*' Then indeed 
will there be nothing better or more blissful 
than to have done well in life, and to have served 
thee faithfully even to death. Amen. 

XLVII. 

On the title of our Lord which was placed over 
his head on the Cross. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Prince of all power and Ruler 
of the universe, for the title of thine holy and 
blessed Name, which was placed openly above 
thy head, being inscribed by Pilate in the three 
chief languages of the world — in Hebrew, in 
Greek, and in Latin — after this fashion, Jbsub 
of Nazabeth, King of the Jews. Singular 
title ! invented by no human mind, but foreseen 
and inspired from everlasting in the Divine 
Counsels. No otherwise could or ought Pilate 
to have written than he wrote under thine in* 
spiration. In the books of the prophets the 
mystic sense of this title is found expressed 
with its words. What therefore the sacred page ' 
had long foretold, what the fame of thy blessed 
Name had spread abroad far and wide, this the 
Gentile governor, by the guidance of thy Holy 
Spirit, wrote in letters upon a small tablet, for 
an everlasting memorial of the Crucified, " Jbsu* 
of Nazabeth, Kino of the Jews." When 
therefore many of the Jews had read this title, 
the jealousy of the chief priests was kindled, 
and they could not endure that the glory of thy 
Name, which with all their might they had en? 
deavoured to blacken, should be proclaimed in 



MEDITATIONS. 210 

jmting. Thy Name, think they, must perish 
pith thy life. Going therefore to Pilate the 
judge, they blame him for the inscription, say- 
ing, " Wrtte not, The King of the Jews; but that 
\e said, I am King of the Jews." For they 
feared to be confounded and that the guilt of 
their cruelty should be laid to their account, for 
iaving crucified a king of their own nation. 
Ind lest the words of the title should be spread 
tbroad, they sought to have them changed, that 
Fesus might not appear to have been crucified 
>y their malice, but rather on an accusation of 
^resumption, inasmuch as he had dared to call 
limseli a king who in his lifetime had wanted 
lothing pertaining to royal dignity. Miserable 
fows, it is not thus that ye will deceive. Ye 
ire guilty in everything. Ye are the principal 
uuraerers of the Son of God. Nor shall ye be 
eld excused, although ye craftily endeavour to 
mceal this your dark crime. For ye denied 
le holy one and the just before Pilate, and de- 
anded that a murderer should be granted to 
u. And now ye are come for this purpose, 
it ye may corrupt the truth of the title, and 
3ear free from blame yourselves. If Pilate 
i far more innocent of the Lord's death than 
., he also spoke the truth far more in inscrib- 
the title, and remained more firm in his pur- 
», for he said, " What I have written I have 
ten. Not by your advice did I write this 
nor at your request will I alter it ; it shall 
in as I nave written it. God has moved me 
not man. I will therefore that it shall 
good. I believe it to be true ; nor will I 
rned aside by any persuasion from pro- 
ng to all tongues ana people his dignity — 
or Nazaebth, King of the Jews." 
ast thou written, O Pilate, with thou^Jate 
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worthier of a better soul : rightly hast thou an* 
swered them. I praise thee for the holy title 
which thou didst write concerning Jesus of Na- 
zareth, and for the firm answer which thou 
madest to the Jews ; but herein I praise thee 
not — that thou didst consent to the death of j 
Christ. Terrible was the sin into which thou ' 
didst fall thereby. Learn thou too, loving fol- 
lower of Jesus, wisely to read the words of this 
holy title, carefully to scan them, reverently to i 
bear them away with thee. For the reading of 
this title is of great avail against terror of the 
enemy. Jesus op Nazaebth, Ejlnq> or thi 
Jbws. The glory of this title no speech can 
fully express, no mind can worthily meditate 
upon. There are but seven words, vet they 
draw the whole world to veneration of the Di- 
vine Name. All ye princes therefore of the 
world, all tribes and people, hear them, read 
them, and say, 

HAIL, Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, 
who sufferedst for the salvation of all 
people. O Jesus of Nazareth, royal Child of 
the Virgin Mary, O Son of David, only-begotten 
Son of the Eternal Father, write thy glorious 
Name firmly and fairly on the tablet of my 
heart, with the holy title of thy Passion telling 
the cause of thy death, that I may read it con- 
tinually with the eyes of my soul, and bow down 
in reverence of thine atoning love. Let that 
title be to me a solace in difficulties, a never* 
failing defence against the assaults of tempta- 
tion. Let the evil spirit retire from me, the 
promptings of lust perish, the bright fruits of 
the world turn to ashes at my lips, when in me- 
ditation I read, "Jesus or Nazabbth, Xnre 
of the Jews.** "Eot nothing is dearer than 
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us, nothing holier, nothing more full of love, 
tiling is lowlier than Nazabbth, nothing 
re hallowed by gentle resignation. Nothing 
lore royal than King of thb Jews, anointed 
d of the peculiar people among whom God 
. dwelt visibly in his temple. Let no enemy 
refore harm me, no plague come nigh my 
filing, no calamity depress me, when I humbly 

upon thee, Jesu, or remember how thou 
st suffer, or ponder on this title in my mind, 
E8U8 of Nazabbth, King of the Jews." 
idorable Jesu, thou art my King and my 
i, thee with my whole heart I love and 
ise. Dear art thou in the manger, dearer on 

Cross, dearest of all on the throne of thy 
gdom. For though thou wast crucified in 

weakness of the flesh, yet now by the power 
God thou sittest at the right hand of the 
her, exalted above every creature for ever. 



XLVIII. 

the thibd wobd of Jesus on the Cross to his 
Mother and his disciple. 

BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Consoler of all who are in sor- 
*, for the mournful look with which thou didst 
ard thy beloved Mother standing tearfully 
leath the Cross, the depth of whose grief 
u alone couldst know who seest the secrets of 
heart. For thou hadst nothing dearer upon 
bh than thy Virgin Mother, and she loved 
hing more than thee her divine Son, whom 
knew to be born of her and yet to be the 
•d of all things and her own Creator. Seeing 
e therefore, whom her soul loved, hanging on. 
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the Cross, she abode rather in thee than in her- 
self, and being as it were drawn entirely out of 
herself she was crucified to thee and hung aloft 
in spirit although in body she still stood weeping 
below hard by the Cross. I praise and glorify 
thee for the compassion of thy heart whereht 
thou as a son didst sympathise with thy sad' 
Mother, who reckoned all thy pains her own and 
wept over each wound of thine as though she 
herself had borne it, and was afflicted with new 
pangs as often as with a mother's eyes she be- 
held the blood to flow from thy Body or heard ' 
thy voice speaking to her from the Cross. I 
praise and honour thee for thy kind address 
when at length thou didst speak one short word- 
to thy desolate Mother, whom thou didst intrust; 
to thy beloved disciple John as to a most faith- 
ful protector, associating the Virgin of virgins 
with him in an indissoluble bond of love by the 
words spoken to her, — " Mother, behold thy son," 
aod again to the disciple himself, — "Behold thy 
Mother." Happy union and blessed commenda- 
tion which was joined and consecrated by vir- 
ginal purity. In this word thou didst show thy 
tender care of thy mother to whom thou gavest 
the solace of the loved disciple and didst sub- 
stitute, as it were, another son for thyself, who 
by his purity might be fitting guardian to her 
and might protect her from the ills of the world. 
For thus it behoved thy filial love to provide* 
that thine holy Mother, the pure Virgin, should 
not fail of a faithful minister ; lest she might 
seem to be left lonely in the world and a stranger 
among the Jews when about to be deprived of 
thine affectionate presence. Receive now, O 
John, the treasure which is committed to thee: 
receive the Mother of Jesus, thy beloved aunt, 
thine own mother's sister the holy Virgin. Hi- 
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o has the Blessed Virgin been called thine 
according to the flesh, now by a holier law, 
a command from God, she shall be called 
tiother for special grace committed to thee, 
thou who wast called the son of Zebedee 
ding to the flesh, brother of S. James the 
t and relation of our Lord and Saviour, and 
wards becamest a disciple of Jesus, now by 
v name shalt be called the adopted son of 
r, and shalt obey her in every thing with 
love. Come then, and accomplish the word 
ly commendation which Christ enjoins upon 
and thou shalt be loved by all of us and held 
gh honour by the whole world. Blessed 
did as Jesus bade him on the Cross. For 
that hour the disciple took her unto his own 
» and tended her with care, anxiously minis- 
to her, obeyed her as his own Mother with 
»t devotion, and loved her from his heart. 
Lee and be glad, O happy John, over the 
re intrusted to thee, for Christ has reposed 
ine hands what he himself held dearest in 
rorld. Much has he enriched thee when he 
eathed to thee Mary, whom all generations 
call Blessed, the holy Mother of him who 
jes even his Angels with folly. Formerly 
' had been betrothed to Joseph, now in the 
d place she is commended to thee. To him 
is said by the angel, — "Fear not to take 
thee Mary thy wife;" to thee it was said 
e Lord of the Angels, " Behold thy Mother" 
as Joseph ministered to the Virgin in the 
rity of tne Son even so thou too shouldest 
the Mother in the Passion of Christ, 
ive then the Mother of Christ under thy 
ction and thou shalt obtain great benefit 
by. Much shalt thou gain from her. Thou 
be instructed by her words, edified by her 
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example, helped by her prayers, roused by her ad- 
monitions, inflamed by Tier love, drawn onwards 
by her devotion, elevated by her contemplation, 
filled with her joy, brought into the presence of 
heaven itself. Thou shalt hear Divine mysteries 
from her lips ; thou shalt learn hidden things, 
understand what before was shrouded in gloom 
before thine eyes. From her presence thpu 
shalt become yet purer in soul, more holy aad 
more devout. Therefore tend her carefully, 
give her due honour, anxious love. Stand now 
close by the Cross ; keep thine eye upon the 
Virgin's form. Support her weary in thine 
arms, embrace Mary, raise her as she feints, 
console her as she weeps. Mourn with her *b 
she mourns, go with her as she advances, stay 
with her as she delays, seat thyself with her as she 
sits. Retire not from her in her distress, fulfil 
the work of pity, then make thyself ready for 
the burial of the dying Jesus. Lead the Mother 
with thee to the place of the tomb, lead her back 
to the city, lead ner into the house, comfort her 
in her desolation. When her tears have ceased 
to flow doubt not that she will love to talk with 
thee in thine home by the Galilean sea of him 
whom thou and she loved so well, of his holy * 
infancy and childhood, of the wondrous sayings I 
which fell from his lips which she had kept in 
her heart, as alone knowing them to be the 
words of God himself, and of nis first miracle at 
Cana and his quiet conversation there with her 
which fell upon no ear but her own. Surely no 
happiness ever was like this : surely devoted love 
never before met with such reward. Now there- 
fore I humbly beseech thee, dear Lord Jesus, 
kindle in me too the fire of thy love that I also 
may in some sort learn to know thee as thou 
art. Amen. 
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On the fourth wobd of our Lord on the Cross, 
and his loud cry, — "Eli, Eli, lama sahac- 
thanir 

I BLESS thee, and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, beloved Son of the Father, for 
thy lonely abandonment npon the Cross, when 
thou wast forsaken, as a stranger and unknown, 
by thy Father and by all the host of heaven and 
every creature upon earth in the moment of bitter 
need, as though thou wast not the Son of God ; 
when only thy sad Mother with the disciple to 
whom she was entrusted, and a few weak women 
clave to thee, and scarce a word could be spoken 
to thee for anxiety of mind and grief. I praise 
and glorify thee for the loud cry which in the 
hearing of many thou didst utter in a lamentable 
voice, saying, — "Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani?" 
In which word thou openly didst declare the 
depth of thy grief ana the withdrawal of all 
consolation, and how much thou sufferedst for 
the salvation of men by whom thou wast reck- 
oned of no account, but treated as a malefactor 
unworthy of life itself. Consider diligently, my 
soul, this present word of Jesus uttered for thy 
special instruction. Hear the wonderful saying 
which is uttered by the Lord of all, who has no 
need of any one, yet has come to this depth of 
misery that he appeals in his anguish to the ears 
of the Father : when he who works all things 
with the Father complains that he is forsaken 
by the Father : when he who gives rest to the 
heavy-laden acknowledges that he is himself 
laden with sorrow: when he who dries the 
tears of the sad and weary confess^ \X\afc V* 
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is himself an exile and poor: when he who 
weighs all prayers and hears the crying of 
the poor sends forth this voice of woe, — " My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken tner 
From the beginning of the Passion there has 
been no utterance of distress like this. I re- 
cognize then thy voice, O Christ, crying ont for 
me upon the Cross in thy suffering flesn. Ifot 
thine abandonment is my consolation : thy com* 
plaint is my entreaty; thine infirmity is my 
convalescence ; thy punishment is the satisfac- 
tion for every sin and transgression of mine. 
Thou art the Heavenly Physician, and of thy 
great compassion thou hast plunged thyself & 
griefs and sorrows without number. Therefore 
with the infirm thou art infirm, thon mournest 
with the mourner, thou grievest with the sinner, 
thou complainest with him who suffers violence, 
and for all thy weak members thou implorest 
help with loud entreaty. That voice is alone 
the voice of the flesh and the humanity, not of 
murmuring nor of despair. The flesh which 
has known no taint of sm yet feels its penalty. 
The innocent body suffers the punishment whue 
the soul enjoys her blessedness, and though 
from the presence of the Godhead there was no 
diminution of the pain, yet divine strength of 
endurance is shown that the Redemption of 
mankind may be finished. Who of the faithful 
pondering these things does not feel ever-deep- 
ening awe P Who may dare to fathom the an- 
guish which wracked the bleeding heart of the 
God-Man P Surely he bare our Bins in his own 
Body on the Tree that in himself he might ap* 
peal for us who were forsaken for our sins by 
God the Father. Yet who can hear this la- 
mentable cry without sorrow P We are re- 
deemed by him,'Vm\. «2n\ Nrtv&Waa the price at 
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which our salvation was bought I Upon the 
second Adam was laid the whole debt of woe 
which had been contracted since the Fall. He 
who had wept over the humiliation of death at 
the grave ofLazarus, now groans in anguish over 
sin which is the cause or it, and which is now 
laid upon his shoulders that he may bear both sin 
and death with him and lay them in his tomb. 
The insensible elements themselves showed trem- 
bling signs of their sympathy. From the Sixth 
Hour even unto this Ninth Hour the sun has 
withdrawn the rays of his light from the world, 
fearing to shine on the deed of sin, shrinking 
away from the wrongs done to his Creator, 
grieving that the Author of life suffers punish- 
ment, and retiring lest he may behold his death. 
Therefore while the sun mourns and the earth 
trembles, do thou also, rational man, turn thy- 
self to sorrow, and receive consolation for thy- 
self. Listen to the cry of Jesus, why he cries 
and what he says. In all his trouble and dis- 
tress the Lord Jesus has remained mild and pa- 
tient, nor has anything come from his mouth 
but gentleness and love. To the Father above 
he directs his prayer. Except to him he whis- 
pers no word of impatience, and to his knowledge 
alone he conveys his desolation. He seeks not 
the consolation of his Mother, nor does he de- 
mand the help of his friends. Jesus therefore 
would teach thee how thou shouldst imitate 
him in desolation. If thou art infirm in body, 
if thou art depressed in spirits, if thou art 
weighed down with weariness, if thou art de- 
spised by others and hast lost the goodwill of 
men on account of some folly of thine, be not 
sad, be not indignant, but hither straightway 
have recourse, mark this place for thy refuge and 
hold converse with Jesus despised on tna Ctarc* 
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and forsaken by the Father, by meditating on 
the word which he spoke, — " My God, mw God, 
why hast thou forsaken me ?" Study then to 
show thyself gentle in thine infirmity, nor mur* 
nmr if sometimes thou art neglected by thy ser- 
vants or art seldom visited by thy friends. Re- 
member the forsaken Jesus on the Cross and 
cease to cavil about a little inconvenience. 
Wish to have him for thy visitor, seek for hi* 
consolation by whom even though desolate thorn 
mayest be comforted. Leave the solace of the 
world which shall pall and pass away, let not 
the love of friends take hold of thee, desire the 

fresence of Angels and the prayers of the jusfc 
jifVup thine eyes to the crucified Jesus, medi- 
tate upon his wounds and sorrow, entreat him 
to pour plentifully upon thee his consoling grace. 
Shut out all worldly sights from thine eyes and 
raise thy mind and heart to the heavenly coun- 
try. Have God for thy Father, Jesus for thy 
Brother, Mary for thy Mother, Angels for thy 
friends, All Saints for thy kinsmen. Oh, of 
noble and lofty lineage art thou, not by birth of 
the flesh but by freedom of the spirit. Fenced 
by such outworks as these thou shalt withoit 
trembling be able to look confidently forward to 
the day of final vengeance, and to hope in the 
love of the kind Saviour, saying, — 

I BESEECH thee, Almighty Father of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, look upon the prayer 
of thy servant which to-day I humbly present 
to thee by the hands of thy beloved Son who 
hung upon the Cross. Give me pardon for 
all the sins which I have committed : withdraw 
not from me the gift of thine heavenly grace, 
nor suffer me to run into danger through ei- 
cesaive temptations ivot to \>* disquieted hy 
.harassing thoughts. "Eton* T&fc,\jfcs*^ %x&^s5[ 
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me so far as thou knowest to be for my good : 
but preserve my soul and make with the temp- 
tation a way to escape, that I may be able 
to bear it. Convert to a saving remedy for me 
and to an increase of more plentiful grace what- 
soever my crafty enemy has prepared for my 
destruction. Be thou the nearer to me, the more 
I am weighed down with tribulation, and the 
less I am able to trust in men. For thou con- 
tinued the only sure friend in trouble. But if it 
Bhall be thy will to try me and the time of con- 
Bolation be delayed, then grant to me to endure 
patiently and to commit all my burden faithfully 
to thee, calling before the memory of my heart 
this desolate hour of thy Son Jesus who being 
forsaken by all his friends remembered thee 
alone in death. Amen. 



On the fifth woed of Jesus concerning his thirst, 
and on his bitter Cup upon the Cross, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Fountain of living water and 
Stream of wisdom, for thy dreadful thirst upon 
the Cross, when after the shedding of thine holy 
and precious Blood and the exhaustion of all 
the natural moisture of the Body by reason of 
the torments which it endured, every vein was 
parched and dried, and thou didst thirst. And 
yet thirsting even more for our salvation, thou 
didst ask to drink like a poor beggar man, say- 
ing, " I thirst." Nevertheless there was no one 
to supply this little request, and to give a cup 
of cold water to thee the Creator of all waters, 
for some of the bystanders hearing it did not 
even take pity on thee, but became ^eto mots, 
inhuman than before. For, incitea \yj \Jfca 
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poison of a wicked heart, they dipped a sponge 
in vinegar and gall, and gave to thy lips the 
bitter cup, which even a dog could not be made 
to drink without cruelty. I praise and honour 
thee for thy kind endurance in receiving and 
tasting the bitter draught which thou didst take 
in expiation of our first parents' transgression; 
that as the taste of the forbidden apple was the 
cause of death, so the savour of the bitter drink 
might become the medicine of salvation for us. 
Woe to thee, wicked Jew, stiff-necked people, 
how came it that thou wast so misguided as to 
free the murderer Barabbas and crucify the 
loving Jesus P How wast thou changed to such 
madness as to offer him vinegar when he asked 
for somewhat to drink P Oner it to the high 
priest or to a ruler of thy people, and see who* 
ther he will consent to drink it ! What has 
Christ done to thee, or wherein has Jesus of 
Nazareth been troublesome to theeP Answer 
me, I pray. Did not God rain upon thee Manna 
from Heaven and bring water from the stony rock 
that thou mightest eat and drink in abundance? 
And behold ! for sweet Manna thou givest him 
in return the sour vinegar, and for the plen- 
teous streams of water thou affordest not even 
one draught of water to the thirsting Christ! 
If he were onlv to will it he could turn all thy 
waters into brine, and leave thee to perish of 
drought without bread and water, on the with- 
drawal of his never-failing mercy. Were he to 
will now to quench his burning agony of thirst, 
doubt not that the holy Angels would willingly 
and swiftly minister to him the ambrosial dew 
of Heaven, such as no mortal lips may taste, 
even as formerly they ministered food to him 
after the third Temptation of the enemy. Bat 
he would not grant \tim&e\£ rata-aae, nor thus 
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jive a sign of Ms power. He would give a sign 
>f patience and longsuffering, that all who are 
n poverty or misery might find their example 
n him. Take thou then also, disciple of Christ, 
hy remedy against excess from the cup of this 
jitter draught. For if thou desirest to feast 
nth Christ in the kingdom of his Father, let 
tot thy heart set itself beyond measure on good 
iving either of meat or wine, or of luxurious 
ppointments and dress. For these things are 
ery contrary to the frugal life of Christ and 
lis bitter Passion. The olive-trees of Gethse- 
oane cast no shadow over the broad path of 
in. The flowers which bloomed over the tomb 
»f Jesus soon faint and fade away in the heated 
.tmosphere of worldly dissipation. Flee there- 
ore from indulgence in the pleasures of the 
iesh. If lust excite thee restrain it by absti- 
lence and self-denial. If thou exceed mode- 
ation either by eating too much or too sump* - 
uously, see that thou recover thyself in daily 
oil and nightly prayer by often bringing back 
o thy soul with sorrow the bitter cup of Christ. 

3JESU, Heavenly Manna, who hadst the 
draught of vinegar and gall given thee in thy 
3rrible thirst upon the Cross, nor couldst obtain 
ven a drop of water to allay thy pain, grant to 
le at meal-time to remember thy bitter cup, and 
bus to restrain my soul from too much regard 
>r the pleasures of the appetite. Teach me with 
are to take what is needful for the body, and 
o give thee hearty thanks for the benefits which 
hou hast conferred upon me, nor to murmur if 
be disappointed in the quality of my food, 
'each me to hunger rather for the food which 
erishes not, but lasts to life eternal. Teach me 
t> thirst for the fountain of everlasting \a£fc, *xA. 
he joys of the Heavenly Table -wUets \\\&^k»*- 
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riage Supper of the Lamb shall be made ready, 
and he shall come and serve us. Amen. 



LI. 

On the sixth wobd, " It is finished," uttered on 
the Cross by Jesus. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Bevealer of secrets, Fulfiller 
of the Law and the Prophets, for the perfect 
accomplishment of thine own Will in the short 
word which thou didst utter immediately after 
taking the vinegar, as if thus to close thy life, 
saying, "It is finished." It was as though thou 
hadst said, " Now that is accomplished what* 
soever the old law foretold concerning me, what- 
soever the ritual of the sacrifices and the holy 
symbolism of the ceremonies foreshadowed. 
In ow are truly fulfilled the oracles of the holy 
Prophets, and the desires of the ancient Fathers. 
Now everything which regards the Redemption 
of the human race has its perfect completion ; 
whatsoever in the holy Scriptures was promised 
from Heaven has all both m time and in place 
been accomplished exactly as was fitting and 
due. The few things which yet remain shall 
without doubt be finished in their season. I 
have accomplished the commandment of my Fa- 
ther who sent me into the world ; I have finished 
the work which he gave me to do. I # have 
healed the sick ; I have clearly showed signs of 
my Godhead. As the Father taught me even 
so have I preached in the world, nor have I 
withheld aught of saving doctrine from the ears 
of the faithful. I have sojourned thirty years 
upon earth, have conversed familiarly with men, 
been wearied and foo\»otfe, \i^«a. evil spoken 
of by my enemies, "betray^. V3 xsrj $:*&$&, 
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forsaken by my friends, taken by my foes, 
flogged by their servants, condemned by the 

1'udges, mocked by the chief priests, and here 
rang innocent upon the Cross. What more 
ought I to have done which I have not done P 
What more ought I to have suffered which I 
have not suffered P If I have left anything of 
work or of endurance undone, I am ready before 
my departure to supply it ; yea in my death I 
will ftuly discharge every debt. To-day have I 
finished all, nor will I allow my life to tarry 
longer, but in unalloyed love I will lay it down 
for all my friends, and will take upon me death 
of the flesh, which I have not deserved as of 
debt, for the debts of sinners, of my own free 
will in this hour ; and will break through the 
sentence which binds all mankind from the taste 
of the forbidden tree by the first man. My 
presence here shall soon have an end. I will 
not speak more words in this world ; I shall not 
long be here, but I hasten to my Father. Now 
all toil shall cease, pain and sorrow shall flee 
away, the struggle snail rest, there shall be no 
more trouble hereafter, and Death himself shall 
perish. Nothing remains for me to accomplish, 
save that I commend my Spirit to my Father, 
and commit my Body to the earth till the third 
day. Full well I know how pitying hands, not 
forgetful of ancient love, will bear that away to 
burial in a new tomb. That it may be openly 
shown therefore how all the righteousness of 
the Law is fulfilled, and that the institution of 
the new Law may be kept, I proclaim the last 
short word in the hearing of all, It is finished. 19 
O Almighty Master, Lord Jesu Christ, as thou 
sayest and bearest witness so is it in truth, and 
there is no imperfection in thy word. By holy 
works thou provest all that thou tew&fe«k, «xA 
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showest that there is prophetic accomplishment 
in all thy deeds. For now it is time that thou 
shouldest rest from every work which thou hast 
done upon earth. Thou, Lord, in the beginning 
didst create all things with the Father, and now 
thou workest with tne Father in the renewal of 
all things. In six days thou didst finish the 
work of Creation, and now in the sixth age of 
the world thou hast finished the work of human 
Redemption. On the Sixth day thou madest 
Man from the dust of the earth, and on the 
Sixth day thou hast redeemed him by thy 
Blood. On the Sixth day Adam was tempted 
and deceived by Eve ; on the Sixth day thou 
wast announced by an Angel, and wast con- 
ceived of the Virgin. On the Sixth day man 
sinned and lost Paradise ; on the Sixth day thou 
sufieredst for our sins, and the thief received 
Paradise from thy mercy. That therefore new 
things might answer to old, and those which are 
wrought in the fulness of time might answer to 
those of ancient days, it was meet and fitting 
that the Sixth word uttered on the Cross should 
be " It is finished" Depart now, Lord Jesus, 
whither thou wilt; return to thy Father in 
Heaven, for thou hast finished thv great work 
of love upon earth. Go thou before thy ser- 
vants, prepare for them a way, that they may 
the sooner follow thee ; open the gates of the 
kingdom of Heaven which had long been shut 
to us by the sin of our first parent. Go and visit 
the Fathers in the abiding-place of the dead; 
cast thy light upon them that sit in darkness ; 
break the power of the Devil ; loose the chains 
of the bound; release the weary; console the 
mourning ; preach the Gospel of Redemption to 
the prisoners who lie in the shadow of death. 
Ana when thou Tm&\» $ncii Yl^dI and rest to 
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them, then remember me, O Lord, in thy king- 
dom, and bring me forth from the prison, from 
the building of clay, even the dwelling of the 
flesh, from my state of difficulty and danger, 
from this frail and miserable world. Follower 
of Christ, imitate thy Lord in this world, and 
cease not to work so long as thou hast time and 
strength. Finish that which thou hast under- 
taken to do, that when the evening of thy life 
verges to its decline thou too mayest say with 
thy beloved Jesus, " It is finished" Walk in 
the narrow path of righteousness, follow after 
justice, contend even to death against sin, that 
thou mayest lay hold on everlasting life. And 
at last, when the shadows begin to fall about 
the dark passage which thou must tread through 
the portals of the tomb, mayest thou be able to 
say with the Apostle Paul, " I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept 
the fatth." A little shalt tnou toil j yet a little 
time longer shalt thou endure ; soon thine hour 
shall come : small the work to be finished, large 
the reward which it wins, for it is Eternity. 

OBEIGHT and perfect example of all righ- 
teousness, prize of good works, Almighty 
Ruler of Heaven and Earth, Lord Jesu Christ, 
direct all my actions to thy good pleasure, purify 
and enlighten the thoughts of my heart. Teach 
me to begin humbly all my works to the honour 
and glory of thy blessed ]STame, diligently to per- 
form them and well to finish them. Help me not 
to grow cool before the time appointed by the 
Fattier, but to labour day and night in the vine- 
yard of thy Church for the wages of eternal life, 
nor to lay down my work in weariness before 
the departure of my spirit to her Lord; that 
at length with thine assistance after txfj \ss»a^ 
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struggles and long labours I may joyfully sing 
with thee as my last hour approaches, "It is 
finished" Then give to me, feood Jesus, the 
wages for my toil; rest for weariness, joy for 
sorrow, a crown for the contest, glory for con- 
fusion, blessedness for the misery which I hare 
endured in this world. For thou hast been and 
art the cause and end of my work in the place 
of my pilgrimage. Be thou my reward in the 
kingdom of Heaven ; for thee alone I desire to 
have as the wages of my labour, who art the 
blessedness and glory of all thy Saints. Amen. 



On the Departure of the Soul of Jesus and his 
last word upon the Cross. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Life of them that live, Hope of 
them that die, Salvation of all who hope in thee, 
for thy Departure for awhile from this world and 
thy joyful return to thy Father through the tor- 
ments of terrible death and the glorious martyr- 
dom of the Cross. I praise and honour thee for 
the resignation of thy pallid Body to death and 
thine agony at the last : for the failing of thy 
strength and the breaking of thy loving heart 
for our transgressions, when thou the quickener 
of all spirits didst not refuse to undergo the 
judgment of death, that thou mightest open a 
way for us to the kingdom of Heaven. I praise 
and glorify thee for thy loud cry upon the Cross 
uttered on high, for the sundering and separa- 
tion of thy soul from thy beloved Body ; for 
thy devout commendation of thy spirit into thy 
Father's hauds ; for the lowly bowing of thy 
tfiiorn-crowned head u^on Vkj Wast in token of 
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B fall completion of thy filial obedience ; for 
e surrender of thine holy Soul for the salvation 
the world ; for thy last saying in this mortal 
e when thou brakest forth into these words of 
pplication, — " Father, into thine hands I com* 
md my spirit*' At which word thou didst 
imediately expire and close thine earthly pil- 
image in gentle slumber. Oh, how precious 
id victorious was that death which slew our 
sath and opened to us the gate of everlasting 
e. Even may thy death remain fixed in my 
emory, O Christ, and being blessed in thy 
sath may I be mindful of my own death, that 
despair not in fear when the uncertain end of 
j life shall come upon me. This is the hour 
Erich thou hadst ever in thy mind from the be- 
nning of thy conception, to which thou didst 
ess on as a traveller to his country and a wise 
3rkman to the end of his design. From the 
eaven of Heavens thou didst descend into the 
arid ; from the world even to Hell ; from Hell 
[ain thou didst return to the highest throne of 
eaven. Mourn now, my soul, with tears of 
dness over the bitter death of thy Lord God. 
Dnsiderhow Jesus died and what signs hap- 
med at his departure. Behold how the Righ- 
ous dieth and no man layeth it to heart nor 
linketh of what kind or power he was, except 
a poor Mother who stood weeping with her 
w friends near the Cross. She saw herbe- 
ved Son before her ; she saw him hanging with 
iked and bleeding Body pale and fainting ; she 
3held him in his agony ; she heard him expir- 
ig with a lamentable cry. Nor is it wonderful 
' she grieved heavily at the sight, if she grew 
lie and her soul failed her when she gazed on 
Br Salvation crucified and dead before her. 
»o thou also with Mary draw near to the Cros^ 
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and meditate sorrowfully on the death of Je- 
sus. See how the innocent Jesus dies naked 
and an outcast, nor is any one found more miser* 
able than he. None was more beloved by God, 
none more despised by men than Jesus of Naza- 
reth crucified W the Jews. See what a reward 
the world gave him in return for all his mighty 
works and signs. He is put to death as ire 
vilest of robbers, he dies as the poorest of all 
men ; not in comfort and ease but on the rough 
wood of the Cross: not in a house nor under 
shelter but in the open country, in a noisome 
and despised place : not in a quiet chamber but 
on the public Deam : not in the midst of his dis* 
ciples but between two thieves : not in the arms 
of his beloved Mother but between the lofty 
horns of the Cross. He had not under him a 
little straw, nor over him the covering of even a 
thin cloth. His head had no pillow but a crown 
of sharp thorns instead. For shoes upon his 
feet he had iron nails piercing the flesh and 
bones. He had not in his hour of need one 
ministrant, but he endured hard by to hear the 
reproaches of the thief which were cast in his 
teeth. He had no consoler, but he found almost 
all to be deserters whom he had before had as 
companions and followers. He could not move 
a hand nor a foot, nor turn himself in any direc- 
tion, to relieve even for a moment the pain of 
his Body. He stood firmly fixed, stiffly stretched, 
painfully strained, and tortured in every way 
without care, without help, without consolation, 
as one dead from men's hearts. His tongue 
alone remained free to him for speech, that he 
might pray for his enemies and utter from the 
pulpit of the Cross the seven salutary words 
against the seven deadly sins. But neither was 
his tongue free from tottooafc. It was tainted 
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vinegar and gall when he thirsted. There* 
Erom the sole of his foot to the top of his 
Jesus is sunk in the waters of his Passion, 
it the Ninth Hour crying with a loud voice 
a up his spirit. Of what kind and power is 
bo thus expires with a cry ! At whose de- 
ire Heaven and Earth mourn : before whose 
nee Death flees away : at whose voice the 
rise again ; seeing whom the gates of brass 
roken : whose aspect the Devil cannot bear, 
e power he cannot resist : before whom 
trembles, Heaven adores, Angels minister, 
angels obey: the beams of whose glory 
up the chambers of the departed and bring 
tees to those who await in weariness his 
nt. " Truly this was the Son of God" said 
)enturion: for seeing how Jesus expired 
this cry he perceived that the invisible God 
; in his human nature, and confessed that 
is the Son of God whom the Jews were 
ing as the Crucified. Oh, hardened Jews 
are neither softened by the punishment of 
offerer nor converted by the wonders which 
wrought at his death. Yet hear, ye deaf, 
tehold, ye blind, who have sought for a sign 
heaven. Behold, signs are wrought in 
en above and in the Earth beneath: the 
>nts of the world serve Christ, and in the 
of his departure all things are sad, while 
lgh. For the Sun grew dark at mid-day, 
nshing to behold his death. The earth 
» with fear, not being able to endure si* 
r the wrong done to God. The rocks are 
ind with lamentations bewail their Creator. 
ieH of the temple is rent in twain, that the 
Veil being removed the holy Mysteries of 
t may belaid open to view. For he is the 
Victim which takes away all the sins of th& 
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world. He is the immaculate Lamb of Grod, 
immolated upon the Gross at Paschal time. He 
is the true Priest consecrated by Grod, who of- 
fered himself as a victim to the Father with the 
incense of a sweet savour. He is the High 
Priest who once a year enters into the Holy of 
Holies to petition not only for the people of the 
Jews but for the salvation of all who believe in 
him. This he did truly by once dying for Man- 
kind in the fulness of tune, that the one Sacrifice 
for sins offered once for all in pain upon Calvary 
might be offered continually and for ever with- 
out pain upon the Altars of the Church till the 
consummation of all things. Even the tombs 
were opened, that the coming Resurrection of 
Christ with many Saints of that holy place 
might be shown : and many seeing these things 
feared greatly and returned home striking their 
breasts. Return thou too, my soul, to thine 
inner chamber and lament with those who lament, 
weep with those who are weeping for Christ, lest 
thou be found harder than stone and more faith- 
less than the Jews. Blessed are the tears which 
flow for love of the Crucified. For it is an office 
of love to weep for thy beloved Lord; it is a 
great consolation of the soul to be moved to 
compassion for her consoler. Jesus also himself 
often wept for human miseries, and when tears 
failed he shed his Blood in yet more bountiful 
streams of love. Thy Lord Jesus Christ died for 
thee upon the Cross; be the world therefore 
dead to thee for his qake. Learn to remember 
thy death in his death, that thy last hour find 
thee not unprepared. For thou knowest not 
when thy Lord shall come : thou knowest not 
when thy Maker shall summon thee away. 
Watch therefore ever and pray ; that thou may- 
eat And a good season oi fa^vctaxe. So act, so 
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apeak as though thou wert about to go to-day. 
Learn to die before thy death, that death when 
it comes may be no terror to thee. Christ and 
the Prophets are the gate of life to thee and thou 
ahalt soon follow in the path of thy fathers. Yet 
great is the hope, great the consolation in the 
•word of Jesus which says, — " He that believeth 
in me though he were dead yet shall he live." 
And again, — " He that heareih my word and be- 
lieveth in him that sent me hath everlasting life.** 
Make then Jesus thy friend whilst thou livest, 
that thou mayest have Jesus propitious when 
thou diest. Cast from thee whatsoever hinders 
thee from the love of Jesus, whatsoever keeps 
thee back from the heavenly kingdom. Beware 
of everything which may defile the purity of thy 
conscience, leave everything which may de- 
stroy the peace of thy soul. Keep thyself un- 
spotted by the world, that thine hands may be 
clean to serve thy Master. Walk with Jesus 
in freedom of the Spirit ; be not weighed down 
by external cares. Prepare for him the house 
of thy mind ; make ready the furnished upper 
chamber that he may keep the mystical Pass- 
over with thee before thou die. But when thou 
ahalt begin to fail and shalt perceive the day of 
thy summons to be at hand, then as if standing 
beneath the Cross of thy Lord address humble 
prayers to Jesus, resigning thyself to him and 
saying with Mary and Martha, — " Lord, behold, 
he whom thou lovest is sick." For the loving 
and merciful Jesus who wept for Lazarus and 
raised him from the dead wishes to cure thee of 
every sickness, or else when thou hast left this 
world to raise thee up at the last day. Then 
also meditate especially on the Last Supper, in 
which the lowly Jesus washed the feet of his 
disciples, and before his departure delivered, to 
B 
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them the Mystery of his holy Body for consola- 
tion. Seek thou too humbly of the Lord Jesus 
to be washed clean from the defilements of thy 
sins and before thy long journey to be strength- 
ened for the way by the food of his precious 
Body. And when thou hast received this give 
thyself wholly to thanksgiving and devoutly 
meditate on the sweet words of his charge to 
thee. Then raise thine eves to heaven and with 
thine whole soul long for union with Christ. 
Then turn thyself to the Passion of Christ and 
from it gather the healing of consolation. Enter 
with Jesus and his disciples into the garden near 
Mount Olivet ; even separate thyself from thy 
friends for freer converse with God in secret, 
and pray thine Heavenly Father for a good de- 
parture from the place of thy sojourning. Bend 
with Jesus thy knees, fall upon thy face on the 
earth, resign thyself into Grod's hands, and say 
these perfect words of Christ, — " Father, not my 
will but thine be done." He knows better than 
thou whether it be more for thy good to live or 
to die. Ask therefore all thy friends and all the 
faithful whom thou knowest, to watch with thee 
in prayer, that thou mayest not be hurt by the 
frauds of the enemy. Recur in every difficulty 
to Jesus, and follow him bearing his Cross to 
the hill of Calvary. There fix thy station: 
there choose to end thy life : there give up thy 
spirit. Place the Passion and Death of Jesus 
between thyself and the future Judgment, and 

§aze without ceasing on the Crucified. Invoke 
le Name of Jesus against terrors of the Devil, 
and raise the sign of the holy Cross. If the 
enemy cast thy former sins in thy teeth and thy 
many errors, ao thou rejoin to him the infinite 
merits of Christ. Remember the Seven Words 
of Jesus which he spoke on. the Cross for thine 
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instruction. For immediately after ascending 
the Cross he prayed for his enemies ; that thou 
mightest forgive all thy debtors from thine heart, 
and mightest meekly ask pardon from others. 
In his Second wobd he promised the delights 
of Paradise to the penitent thief; that tnou 
may est not despair for the multitude of thy sins, 
but may est in faith implore him to remember 
thee too in his kingdom of heaven. In his 
Thied wobd he commended his Blessed Mother 
Mary the Virgin to S. John ; that thou mayest 
know the affection of that bleeding Heart which 
took thought of human relationship in the mo- 
ment of expiring agony. Do thou also com- 
mend thyself to the prayers of thy brothers and 
sisters and of all the faithful, that when thou 
art gone they may remember thee before the 
throne of the All-Merciful. In his Fourth 
wobd Jesus showed himself deserted in his sor- 
row ; that when thou art weighed down by grief 
then mayest not be impatient if thou art not at 
once relieved, but mayest submit in all things 
to God's will. In the Fifth wobd he said, — 
4t J thirst ;" that thou mayest thirst eagerly for 
God, the living fountain, and mayest desire to 
depart and be with Christ. For this is far bet- 
ter than to tarry longer in this world and to be 
involved in many dangers. In the Sixth wobd 
he said, — " It is finished," that thou beholding 
the end of thy days to draw near mayest give 
praise to God for every good deed which tnou 
Last done, and wherein thou hast come short 
mayest pray to be supplied through Christ. In 
the Seventh wobd he delivered his soul into the 
hands of his Father with a lamentable cry ; that 
thou too when about to depart from this world 
mayest not forget to read his word of blessed 
commendation and frequently to repeat it, &»&. 
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which thou wilt find nothing sweeter to be re- 
membered in the end ; and thou mayest say, — 

BELOVED Jesus, Brightness of the Fa- 
ther's glory, Sun of righteousness who for me 
thine unworthy servant didst endure to suffer this 
most shameful death of pain, and on the hill of 
Calvary didst yield thy soul for the redemption 
of the world and didst commend it to thy Fa- 
ther with prayer, enable me to bear about in my 
breast the pain alike and the love of this thy 
bitter deatn and to practise myself daily in 
dying with thee by the mortification of all my 
vices, that when the end of life approaches 1 
may be found worthy to breathe in the light of 
thy mercies and to enter happily with thee into 
the joys of Paradise. Be present with me as I 
die, succour me in my agony, bend down to my 
longing heart. Defend me from my enemies, 
rescue me from my misery; console me as I 
weep, comfort me as I tremble, cherish me as I 
faint, receive me as I expire. May thy last 
word upon the Cross be my last word in this 
light, and when I can no longer speak, hear 
thou my last desire, — Father, into thine hands 
I commend my spirit ; for thou hast redeemed 
me, O Lord, thou God of truth. 



i 



Lin. 

On the victorious Death of Christ. 

BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, spotless Mirror of the Divine 
Majesty, for thy pale and ghastly appearance 
contracted from the invasion of death, when all 
the signs of mortality appeared on thee after 
the soul's departure from the body. Ah, fairest 
of the children of men, W \% the beauty of 
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hy face departed ! how has the flower of thy 

routh drooped and faded in the mist of death ! 

\h, loving Lord God, all these things have come 

roon thee for the purging away of my sins, for 

hou didst will to be defaced in body that I 

night be purified in soul. That I might be 

escued from eternal condemnation thou didst 

aste the bitter pains of death. O Death, what 

Last thou doner Hast thou not feared to lay 

hy hand on the Lord Christ P What power 

ladst thou of right over him, or what sin oouldst 

hou find in the Son of GodP Thou hast slain 

dm ; thou hast invaded him ; but thou hast not 

scaped unhurt. For by slaying the Life thou 

hyself art slain, and art lost in thy discovery of 

Christ's Godhead. Thou hast lost, O tyrant, 

he sway of thy dominion, and when Jesus de- 

cended into Hell thou wast forced to loose thy 

risoners : for thus was it foretold by the Pro- 

het, — " I will ransom thy children from the 

Hoer of the grave ; I will redeem them from 

eath; O Death, I will be thy plagues: 

*ave, I will be thy destruction" The Life dies 

on the tree : Hell is despoiled of his grasp : 

refore in thy Death, O Christ, the hope of 

is restored to me, and the Crown of joy re- 

is on the defeat of the Prince of Death. 

ly great and manifold was the grace which 

ed from thee, when thou didst die upon the 

i for our life. For original sin is blotted 

our iniquity is remitted, pardon is abun- 

y given, punishment is softened, vengeance 

sp ended. Every debt is paid, to none is 

r denied after tears ; for the merits of thy 

>n are inexhaustible, and thou didst not die 

night. For whom then didst thou dieP 

tngel needed not thy death, for he re- 

l firm in the truth. The Devil ri&ea x*& 
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to this, for lie was hardened after his fall. It 
was for Man that thou didst die ; for being de- 
ceived by malice of the Devil he fell into Death, 
and it was right that he who was overthrown by 
fraud of the alien should be raised up again by 
thy love. Oh, infinite loving-kindness! On, 
unfathomable depth of the Divine counsels! 
Oh, awful and ineffable mystery, in which man 
won salvation through the Cross ! Through of- 
fence he came to the kingdom, through punish- 
ment he entered into glory, through Death he 
was restored to everlasting life. Thy most holy 
Passion therefore, O Lord, is the medicine for 
all my wounds. Thy Cross is the destruction 
of all my enemies and the strong defence of the 
faithful. Thy death is the Decay of vices and 
the strength of righteousness. I will rejoice 
therefore m the merits and fruit of thy Passion; 
I shall win consolation from my Redemption; 
but I will sympathise with thy bitter Death in 
sorrow of soul. It is pious to rejoice with thee, 
who hast conquered Death : it is pious to sor- 
row with thee, who hast endured such grievous 
things for me. Come now, faithful soul, behold 
the sad and pale form of thy crucified Saviour. 
Consider each limb of the dead Jesus and let 
thine eyes weep tears from the depth of their 
compassion. Very fruitfully art thou employed 
and noly is thy meditation when thou gazest on 
Christ Jesus hanging on the Cross, — the cluster 
of cypress in the vineyards of Engaddi, the 
image of the Crucified in the heart of the just. 
If therefore thou hast an eye of love, if thou 
art warmed by the feeling of humanity, fix the 

Cb of thy contemplation on thy crucified God 
ging dead upon the Cross for thee. Behold 
the beam of the Cross upon which thy salvation 
rests,— the He&em^\ou eft l\i* righteous, the 
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a of the deceitful. That head crowned with 
ns is inclined low upon his holy breast. He 
ill. The winds of heaven are hushed and 

* not whisper. Look close. There is no 
I motion there. Those eyes, from whose 
t nothing secret can be hidden, see not. 
se ears hear not, for whom all the Sons of 
Morning sang with joy. The sweet savour 
le Godhead breathes not now from him who 
8 the flowers their scent. The taste has de- 
ed from him who gives life and food to all 
ig things. He moves not his lips who opens 
mouth of the dumb. He speaks no word 
teaches men knowledge. The tongue which 

* preached the truth cleaves immoveable to 
jaws. The face, once brighter than the sun, 
ailed in deadly pallor. The cheeks, fair as 

turtle dove, have lost their bloom. The 
ds which stretched the heavens are pierced 
rude nails. The knees so often bent in 
per hang limp and naked. The feet so often 
ried in preaching the Gospel are hammered 
n with iron to the wood of the Cross. All 
limbs have been racked with pain, pierced 
1 wounds, and sprinkled with blood. But 
bones have not been broken with the bones 
be thieves, that the Holy Scripture might be 
died which prefigured him in the Old Law as 
true Lamb whose bones might not be broken. 
s is my beloved and this is my friend, O 
ghters of Jerusalem. This is tne manner 
lis death ; for whom if I were slain a thou- 
1 times it would be no worthy return for 
death. In him, and for him, and by him, I 
,ve to his Cross in all distress and unhappi- 
i. In the hour of sorrow and trouble when 
shadows of life lie thick about me I will get 
to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill q£ 
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frankincense, and will cast myself at the feet of 
my crucified Lord until the day break and the 
shadows flee away. 

BELOVED Eedeemer of my soul, who 
will grant to me to die with thee upon the 
Cross, to obtain with thee so happy an hour 
in my departure from the bodyP I implore 
thee from my whole heart that thou wilt enable 
me so to live in this frail body and to direct all my 
acts and affections according to thy good plea- 
sure, that I may finish my course in a state of 
grace and after my many dangers and tempta- 
tions may arrive at last at the kingdom of eter- 
nal blessedness. Amen. 

Lrv. 
On the Piercing of the Side of Jesus, 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, unfailing Fountain of love and 
grace, for the piercing of thine holy Side after 
thy departure From life, when thou wast smitten 
so fiercely by one of the soldiers with a military 
lance on thy right Side that the point of the 
barb penetrated thy heart and drew from it the 
Water and the Blood for the healing of the 
whole world. Oh, holy and wonderful stream 
of the precious Blood from the right Side of 
Christ sleeping on the Cross, which flowed for 
the Redemption of mankind. Oh, holy and sweet 
issue of living water from the Body of the Sa- 
viour to wash away all our sins ! Moses the 
servant of the Lord struck the rock in the wil- 
derness and the waters gushed out and the peo- 
ple drank abundantly of it with their cattle, and 
ceased from their murmuring, but the soldier 
took a spear in \l\b Wi& K&&*mQto the mightiest 
rock of all widen \ie ^>\etcfc& ^fl&a Tv^ak ^fisfc* q{ 
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Christ and Blood and water came therefrom, and 
ds pure Church drew thence the Sacraments 
>f her salvation. For as Eve was called the 
nother of all living and was formed from the 
ib of Adam her husband, even so the holy 
Church militant is the Mother of all the faithful, 
md is formed from the Side of Christ the Bride- 
groom. Precious wound of my Lord, deeply 
rierced, opening up to all the fountain-head of 
ieansing from sin and from impurity, from 
rhose holy stream whosoever shall have drunk 
>ven once will receive draughts of love, will for- 
get all his ills, will be healed from the heat of 
lis carnal desires, and will find a fountain of 
iving water springing up to life eternal ! Enter, 
inter, O my soul, into the right Side of thy cru- 
cified Lord: enter through the wound to the 
oving heart of Jesus which has been pierced 
o hide thee in the covert of the rock from the 
empest of the world. Approach, O man, to 
he deep heart, to the hidden heart, the secret 
leart, the heart of God which lies open for thee. 
Snter, O blessed of the Lord: why standest 
hou outside F The vein of life is open for thee, 
he way of salvation, the heavenly ark whence 
low many spices. Behold the place of refuge 
rom the face of the tempting enemy, the place 
>f propitiation from the wrath of the Judge. 
Here is the fountain of oil and of grace plenti- 
ully flowing, never failing to give mercy to sin- 
kers if they come to it with contrite hearts, 
lere is the stream of the Divine River running 
rom the midst of Paradise for watering the face 
>f the earth, for quenching the draught of the 
hirsty soul, for ablution of sin, for repressing 
he motions of lust, and for softening the quar- 
els of anger. Draw thou too the cup of love 
rom this fountain of the Saviour : take sweet 
omfort of life from the Side oi 3e&\\&,>&a& > &tt?^ 
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mayest live no longer in thyself but in hint 
who was wounded for thee. Give thy heart to 
him who has opened his heart to thee. Enter 
through the sacred Wound to the Soul of the Re- 
deemer. He invites thee to enter: he prays 
thee to remain with him, he wishes thee to have 
one heart with him. " My son" he says, "give 
me thy heart,** God requires nothing more of 
thee. If thou hast given him that, thou hast 
offered him the most pleasing gift of alL Give 
it then to Jesus, not to another: give it to 
Christ, not to the world : give thy soul to eternal 
wisdom, not to vain philosophy. For he opens 
his beloved heart to thee, that thou mayest unite 
thyself to the Son of God ; that thou mayest 
direct all thine affections to him and mayest do 
everything with simple faith unto his honour; 
mayest please him with earnest mind and strive 
to cleave to him with all thy strength. Where 
wilt thou be able to rest more securely, to dwell 
more safely, to sleep more sweetly than in the 
Wounds of Jesus Christ crucified for theeP 
Where wilt thou find the source of wisdom and 
of all true knowledge but in the heart of Jesus 
Christ from which the living waters flow for 
thee P Whence can the expiring flame of love 
be re-kindled, rest from the world's tumult be 
found, peace within be won, but in the Body of 
Jesus pierced by the lance for thee P Nothing 
so inflames, attracts, and penetrates the heart of 
man as love of the crucified Redeemer. Thy 
love is crucified, he is wounded and pierced, that 
a free entrance may be given to thee to his ten- 
der heart. He has opened his heart to thee ! 
open thou thy heart to him. Commit to his 
care every wish, every dislike of thine, that thy 
desires may be wholly his, and thou mayest act 
according to his gooa ^\&wsvk* to the end. Then 
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wilt thou enjoy real peace, nor wilt thou be easily 
disturbed nor troubled beyond measure by the 
ills and annoyances of life. 

BELOVED Jesus, discerner of all secrets, 
before whom all hearts are open ; O sight 
of the Cross and agony upon which all men 
may gaze with wondering awe ; O Divine dis- 

Senser of all good gifts, Christ our King, Ee- 
eemer of the faithful, who didst suffer thy 
Side to be pierced by the spear-blade, let me, 1 



pray thee, draw near with faith to thy heart, 
that my heart may be united with it in an in- 
dissoluble bond of love, that I may dwell ever 
in thee and thou in me. Wound my heart with 
the sword of thy Spirit, that the Word of God 
may penetrate there and I may love none other 
than thee, seek no consolation but in thee. Let 
my heart be open to thee, closed to the world 
and the Devil, and fortified against all tempta- 
tion by the sign of thy Cross. Amen. 

LV. 
On the Descent of Jesus from the Cross. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, Divine Strength, for thy lowly 
descent at eventide from the lofty Cross upon 
which thou hadst hung for our Salvation till 
sunset, and from which thou must needs be 
taken down according to the ordinance of the 
old law on account of the approaching celebra- 
tion of the Paschal Sabbath on Easter eve. I 
praise and glorify thee for the devoted care 
spent upon thee by thy familiar friends in their 
work of love, when those just men Joseph of 
Arimathea and Nicodemus, Doctor of the Law, 
approached with their servants to the Cross, 
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and haying erected their ladders against it, 
mounted up, the one on the right hand and the 
other on the left, to bear thy Body down in 
their arms. Loving were the hands which drew 
forth with strength and tenderness the gory 
nails from the hands and from the feet : rever- 
ential was the embrace in which thy lifeless 
form was lowered to the ground. Blessed are 
ye, O men of pity, who have done this kind 
work for the Lord your God in delivering him 
over for burial ; for you have shown witn yet 
greater devotion to your dead friend the fidelity 
which you showed him in life. Therefore your j 
reward shall be great in Heaven for the stead- ; 
fastness which ye have shown on earth. He for . 
whom you have prepared a burial-place here ., 
shall without doubt prepare for you a brighter | 
mansion in heavenly places, as he promised last I 
night to his disciples. Would that it had been I 
allowed to me, the least of God's servants, to be 
present at the funeral of my Lord, and to spend 
upon him at least some little service of love. 
How gladly would I have held the ladder for 
the extraction of the nails ! how happy should I 
have been if I might have lent the support of 
my hand to his descending Body; if I might 
have caught in my bosom one of the nails thrown 
down from above as a memorial of his Passion 
and bitter Death. I praise and honour thee for 
the regretful embrace in which thou wast re- 
ceived within the arms of thy sad Mother, that 
thou mightest rest once more on her virginal bo- 
som. How sorrowful the tears which then flowed 
from her eyes of love ! How warm the drops 
which hung on her modest cheeks ere they fell 
from the Mother's eyes on thy cold and lifeless . 
form ! How pure the lips which the Mother of 
purity impressed on tfoxaal How tender the 
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srith which she looked into the prints of 
rounds ! How yearning the arms with 
. she encircled the blessed fruit of her 
i, and held him whom she saw to be immo- 
on the Altar of the Cross for the Salvation 
» world. Who of the faithful can imagine 
jpth of the grief, who can tell the abun- 
of the tears which the loving Mother of 
then shed ! Now therefore draw near, my 
ind devoutly kiss the red wounds of Jesus, 
ps when he was hanging on the Cross 
ed with nails, no way of approach was 
on account of the violence of the crowd 
le height of the Cross ; but now you may 
im in the bosom of his weeping Mother, 
s he lies wounded and dead. Come close 
whosoever sinner thou art, who art fright- 
by the terror of eternal condemnation, for 
amb is slain for thee : for thee the Victim 
Ted which has taken away the sins of the 
i world. So loving and so merciful is the 
Jesus that no one goes away empty—- no 
nconsoled — if in sincere repentance he en- 
for pardon with his whole heart. Oh, 
sweet are these words to me a sinner, — 
er than honey and the honeycomb to my 
! For I see the whole wort to be done 
e whatsoever I read that Jesus suffered on 
ross. Whatsoever of good Jesus did ujxm 
he did it for me ; all the adversity which 
dured was for my sake ; all the agony of 
assion was suffered to rescue me. Hasten 
my soul, to bend the knee to Jesus ere 
lay him in the sepulchre; touch those 
ins limbs ere they are wrapped in their 
I linen. Hear me, O my Lord : be thou 
ful to me : grant me my wish : let me draw 
to thee whom my soul desires. 
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LVI. 
On the Burial qf Jesus Christ. 

I BLESS thee and give thee thanks, O Lord 
Jesu Christ, sweet Savour of life, Brightness 
of eternal light, for thine holy Burial with pre- 
cious spices. They were not indeed necessary 
for thee : thy flesh saw no corruption : yet they 
were accepted by thee as coming from the devo- 
tion of thy Mends, and as fulfilling the Jewish 
custom of burial. I praise and honour thee for 
the wrapping of thine holy Body in the fair 
linen cloth and the binding of thy head in the 
white napkin, which afterwards was found in 
thy tomb. I praise and glorify thee for thy 
tearful conveyance to the place of burial, when 
they reverently laid thee down in a new sepul- 
chre hewn out of the rock which Joseph had 
prepared for thee; wherein thou wast buried 
with many tears and firmly shut in under a 
large stone. Rejoice, O venerable Joseph, in 
this office of so great affection — so high a work 
of love for Christ. Brave was the deed and 
worthily was it done ; for not only didst thou 
beg of Pilate leave for burying Jesus, but didst 
even open thine own tomb which thou hadst 
prepared for thyself to repose in after death. 
How highly did God esteem thee in choosing to 
be buried in thy land before all the spots in the 
world ; in whose power are all the ends of the 
earth, and who holds the heavens in the hollow 
of his hand. Hereafter shalt thou be honoured 
before God and man as long as the world shall 
stand and the number of the faithful shall re- 
main. For this place of the Holy Sepulchre 
shall be revered before all the tombs or g 
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>f kings, and shall be known far and wide 
ighout the earth. To it shall men come 

the East and from the West, from the 
h and from the South, and shall worship in 
)lace where the Body of the Lord rested. 

then was Jesus buried; here was the 
ified laid; here lamented by the women; 
guarded by the soldiers ; here Christ rose 
e third day ; here was Jesus seen by Mary 
lalene ; here the Angel of the Lord ap- 
;d from Heaven ; here the guards of the 
lchre were terrified, and became as dead 
Seat thyself here then a little while, near 
wnb, and with the women bewail the Lord 
i buried for thee. For it beseems thee to 
the duty of mourning for him, from whom 

desirest to receive the reward of thine 
eternal happiness. Consider therefore how 
ously all the faithful followers of Christ, 
especially the holy women, were distressed 
i tney beheld Jesus borne away from them 
bidden in the tomb. For his love they had 
sed all things. Him they had followed 
fully. To him they had ministered with 
teir power, and had so entirely loved him, 
even for a brief space they could hardly be 
-ated from him. With him they had loved 
re and to converse : through him they be- 
1 that they should be blessed eternally, 
intenserwas their love, the bitterer must 

been their grief. But, above all, their 
s were afflicted and overwhelmed because 
lope of his rising again seemed lost and 
, and their faith was in some sort buried in 
omb with Jesus. Therefore no consolation 
ed to be left to them in their misery but to 
at the departed and to go and prepare 
s for him, that if they could not raise aim. 
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from the dead they might at least preserve him 
from corruption by their embalming. But 0, 
holy women, who love Christ with an endless 
love, weep not overmuch : despair not altogether. 
Remember the words of Jesus which he spoke 
before, and wait a little ; for after three days 
he will without doubt rise again. Then shall 
you see him in great brightness and joy of 
heart whom now you weep as buried, in weak- 
ness and sorrow. Then will there be new joy 
to all his friends who are now plunged in grief 
for his death and burial. Little will your em- 
balming be needful for him then, for he shall 
arise from death and appear in his glory. He 
shall be clad in the robe of immortality, nor 
shall Death any more have dominion over him 
for ever. Learn thou too in the burial of Jesus 
to meditate on the dissolution of thine own body, 
for thou must needs sooner or later commit to 
the earth what thou hast received from the 
earth. Dust thou art, and to dust thou shalt 
return, and shalt hide thy pride and thy beauty 
beneath the ground from which thou wast taken. 
Desirest thou anything which the world can 
give thee P Quickly shalt thou be driven from 
it and trodden under feet of men. Beholding 
then the tombs of the dead, remember that in a 
short time thou must be numbered with them. 
For there is the last home of all living things. 
There the rich man and the poor shall lie low 
in one level at last. Pile no wealth there: a 
very little earth is sufficient. There the gentle- 
man is no longer separate from the labourer, 
nor the affluent from the needy, nor is the weak 
trodden down any more under the heel of the 
strong. There his money shall no longer profit 
the avaricious, nor shall his cunning avau the 
.knave. There is no &^ecrcl«&\oii in the grave to 
which we all are lua&tarox&& T ^&stfc ^^ fa&sate 
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shall be food for worms, and he who was so 
dainty in his dress shall be the prey of corrup- 
tion. There the loftiness of the mighty shall be 
bowed down, and the praise of the proud shall 
vanish away. Behold now all the race of mortal 
men comes to nought, and all corrupt flesh re- 
turns by reason of sin to its original. Study 
then thus to live and to keep the body in sub- 
jection to the spirit, that when the flesh moulders 
in the dust the soul may be found worthy to 
rest in peace. If thou keep thy Good Friday 
now in labour and sorrow, thou shalt have the 
Sabbath rest of thine Easter Eve, and hereafter 
a joyful Easter Day in the Resurrection of the 
just. The more carefully thou livest in the 
world, so much the more tranquilly shalt thou 
sleep in the tomb. The more firmly now thou 
cleavest to the Cross, so much the more securely 
shalt thou arrive at Jesus. The more bitterly 
thou bewailest thy sins now, the less shall be 
thy shame when thou standest before the judg* 
ment-seat of Christ. Weep, weep, while there 
is time for grace, while the door of mercy is 
open, while thy penitence can be received by 
God, and there is plenteous redemption with 
him. Weep too, forget not to weep for the 
miserable state of tne world, for the Holy 
Church divided and the seamless robe of the 
Incarnate rent and parted, for the dark ingrati- 
tude of men, of whom so few are found to be 
imitators of the Crucified, so many cast down 
from their spiritual fervour. Let thy daily prac- 
tice be to meditate on Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. Set Jesus ever before thee. Retire 
not from the Cross of Jesus, but living and 
dying enter the tomb with Jesus, that when 
Christ thy life shall appear, thou too mayest 
rise with him in glory. Amen. 
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;orn with scourges, 

bruised for our sins, 

wteemed as a leper, 

covered with a purple robe, 

crowned with thorns, 

struck with a reed upon the head, 

iemanded for crucifixion by the Jews, 

condemned to a shameful death, 

given up to the will of thine enemies, 

loaded with the heavy weight of the Cross, 

led like a sheep to the slaughter, 

stripped of thy garments, 

fastened with nails to the Gross, 

wounded for our iniquities, 

praying to the Father for thy murderers, 

reputed with the wicked, 

blasphemed and scoffed at on the Gross, 

reviled by the malefactor, 

promising Paradise to the penitent thief, 

jommending S. John to thy Mother as her 

declaring thyself forsaken by thy Father, 
in thy thirst receiving Vinegar and Gall to 

testifying that all things written concerning 

were accomplished, 

jommending thy Spirit into the hands of 

Father, 

obedient even to the death of the Cross, 

pierced with a spear, 

made a propitiation for us, 

baken down from the Gross, 

aid in the sepulchre, 

rising gloriously from the dead, 

iscending into heaven, 

}ur Advocate with the Father, 

sending down on thy disciples the Holy 

it the Comforter, 

who shalt come tojudge the quick and the 
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Be merciful, 

Spare us, good Lord. 
Be merciful, 

Graciously hear to, Lord. 
From all evil,. \ 

From all sin, * 

From anger, hatred, and malice, 
From war, famine, and pestilence, 
From all dangers of mind and body, 
From everlasting death, 
By thy most pure Conception, 
By thy miraculous Nativity, 
By thine humble Circumcision, 
By thy Baptism and holy Fasting, 
By thy labours and holy watchings, 
By thy cruel scourging and crowning, 
By thy thirst, and tears, and nakedness, 
By thy precious Death and Cross, 
By thy glorious Resurrection and Ascension, 
By the (Wring of the Holy Ghost the Comforter^ 

In the Day of Judgment 
"We sinners 

Beseech thee to hear «t» 
That thou wouldst spare us, 
That thou wouldst pardon us, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to bring us to true 

penitence, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe mercifully to pour 

into our hearts the grace of the Holy Spirit, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to defend and pro* 

pagate thine Holy Church, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to p rese rve and in- 
crease all societies assembled in thine holy 

Name, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to bestow upon, ns 

true peace, humility, and charity, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to give ns per* 
severance in grace and in thine holy service,, 
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That thou wouldst vouchsafe to deliver us from' 

unclean thoughts, the temptations of the Peril, 

and everlasting damnation, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe to unite us to the 

company of thy Saints, 
That thou wouldst vouchsafe graciously to hear 

us, 

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world. 

Spare us, good Lord. 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Graciously hear us, Lord, 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, hear us. 

Graciously hear us,.0 Christ. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon «•» 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

'f. We adore thee, O Christ, and we bless thee* 
ty. Because through thy holy Cross thou hast re- 
deemed the world. 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, who for the redemption of the world wast 
pleased to be born, to be circumcised, to be re- 
jected by the Jews, to "be betrayed by tie traitor 
Judas with a kiss, to be bound with thongs, to be led 
a* an innocent Lamb to the slaughter, and to be 
shamefully presented to the gaze of Annas, Caiaphas, 
Pilate, and Herod ; to be accused by false witnesses, 
to be insulted with seourgings and revilings, to be spit 
upon and crowned with thorns, to be buffeted on the 
&oe and struck with a reed, to be blindfolded, to be 
•tripped of thy clothes, to be fastened with nails to 
the Cross, to be hoisted up thereon, to be reckoned 
among thieves, to have gall and vinegar given thee to 
drink, and to be pierced with a lance; Through 
these thy most holy sufferings which we thine un- 



282 LITANY OF THE RESURRECTION. 



worthy servants devoutly call to mind, and by thy 
holy Gross and by thy Death deliver us (or tkto thy 
servant N. in his agony) from the pains of HeD, and 
Touchsafe to conduct ns whither thou didst conduct 
the thief who was crucified with thee : Who with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost livest and reignest, one 
God, world without end. 



LORD, hare mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon vs. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, hear us. 

Graciously hear us, Christ. 
O God the Father, of heaven, v 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
O God the Holy Ghost, 
Holy Trinity, One God, 
Jesus, Redeemer of mankind, 
Jesus, who hast cleansed us by thy Blood, 
Jesus, conqueror of sin and death, - 
Jesus, the Holy One and the Just, 
Jesus, the Firstborn from the dead, 
Jesus, the second Adam. 
Jesus, the Resurrection and the life, 
Jesus, the Author of Life, 
Jesus, the Author of our Salvation, 
Jesus, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
Jesus, who by death didst destroy him who had 

the power of death, 
Jesus, who didst bring life and immortality to 
lights J 
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Jesus, who didst lay down thy life for the sheep, 
Jesus, who hadst power to lay it down, and hadst 

power to take it up again, 
Jesus, who after three days didst rise again from 

the dead, 
Jesus, who didst rise very early in the morning 

on the first day of the week, 
Jesus, who didst appear to Mary Magdalene while 

it was yet dark, 
Jesus, who didst graciously console her in her 

affliction, 
Jesus, who didst send thine Angels to announce 

to the women that thou wast risen as thou hadst 

said, 
Jesus, who didst suffer thyself to be seen of the 

women and to be adored by them, 
Jesus, who didst appear to Peter the chief of the 

Apostles, 
Jesus, who didst appear in another shape to the 

two disciples going to Emmaus, 
Jesus, who didst make thyself known unto them 

in the breaking of bread, 
Jesus, who didst appear to the eleven saying, 

Peace be unto you, 
Jesus, who didst breathe upon them and give 

unto them the Holy Ghost, 
Jesus, who didst confirm the faith of Thomas, by 

showing unto him thy hands and thy feet, 
Jesus, who didst show thyself again to thy disci- 
ples at the sea of Tiberias, 
Jesus, who didst commission Peter to feed thy 

lambs and thy sheep, 
Jesus, who didst converse with thy disciples upon 

the mountain of Galilee, 
Jesus, who wast seen by more than five hundred 

brethren at once, 
Jesus, who wast seen by James, 
Jesus, who didst go in and out amongst thine 

Apostles, speaking to them of the kingdom of 

God and eating with them, 
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Jesus, who didst lead them out as far as Beth- 
any, and while they looked on wast carried 
tip to heaven, 

Jesus, who efaalt come again with great power 
and glory to judge the quick and dead, 

Jesus, Son of <3hod, ) 

We sinner 
Beseech thee to hear us . 

That we may put off the old man with his acts, 

That we may put on the new man who is created 
in righteousness and true holiness, 

That we may walk in newness of life, 

That we may grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of thee, 

That we may persevere unto the end, 

That haying risen with thee we may die no more, 

That we may attain unto the Resurrection of the 
just, 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to feed us con- 
tinually with the bread of life, 

That thou wouldst change our vile bodies and 
make them like thy glorious body, 

That we may have confidence before thee at thy 
coming, 

That we may behold thy face with joy, 

That we may be placed on thy right hand in the 
judgment, 

That we may hear those words of joy : Gome, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world, 

That thou wouldst give us part in thy heavenly \ 
glory, 

That with the faithful departed we may obtain 
everlasting life, 

That we may be with thee always for ever and 
ever, 



Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
Spare us, good Lord. 
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Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Graciously hear us, Lord. 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Hate mercy upon us. 
O Christ, hear us. 

Graciously hear us, Christ. 

*jt. Christ is risen. Alleluia. 

!ty. He is risen indeed and hath appeared unto Simon. 
Alleluia. 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, who by thine Only-begotten Son hast 
opened the passage to eternity through his vic- 
tory over death ; vouchsafe we beseech thee so to con- 
firm us by thy grace, that we may walk in all our ways 
like those who have been redeemed from sin : through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



ITitang of <|eMS <&l0nfte)tr, 

LORD, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, hone mercy upon us, 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, hear us. 

Graciously hear us, O Christ. 
O God the Father, of heaven, \ 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, j 

O God the Holy Ghost, I | 3 

Holy Trinity, One God, \ 6 * 

Jesus, Kins of Glory, J | §, 

Jesus, Lord and Christ, I b< 

Jesus, Prince and Saviour, ) 
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Jesus, blessed and only mighty, N 

Jesus, who only hast immortality, 

Jesus, who didst ascend into heaven, 

Jesus, who didst ascend above the stars into the 

heaven of heavens, 
Jesus, who didst ascend to thy Father and our 

Father, to thy God and our God, 
Jesus, who ledst captivity captive, 
Jesus, who despisedst principalities and powers, 

triumphing over them, 
Jesus, who art exalted by the right hand of God, 
Jesus, who art exalted Jar above all principality 

and power, 
Jesus, to whom all power is given in heaven and 

inearth, 
Jesus, who art seated at the right hand of the 

Father, 
Jesus, who art crowned with glory and honour, 
Jesus, who art glorified with the glory which thou 

hadst with the Father before the world was, 
Jesus, who art glorified in thy sacred humanity 

at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 
Jesus, who must reign till thou hast put all things 

in subjection under thy feet, 
Jesus, whose throne is for ever and ever, 
Jesus, who art adored by all the Angels of God, 
Jesus, who art anointed with the oil of gladness 

above thy fellows, 
Jesus, who art the happiness of the blessed, 
Jesus, in whose presence is life, 
Jesus, who hast opened the kingdom of heaven to 

all believers, 
Jesus, who hast entered into heaven itself for us, 
Jesus, the Mediator of the New Testament, 
Jesus, our High Priest for ever after the order of 

Melchisedec, 
Jesus, who ever livest to make intercession for us, 
Jesus, who art able to save for ever those that 

come unto God by thee, 
Jesus, head over all tke Church, 
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Jesus, who didst send down the Holy Ghost on 

thy disciples, 
Jesus, who didst promise that whatsoever we ask 

in thy Name thou wouldst do it, 
Jesus, who art gone up into heaven and yet art 

present with us in the Sacrament of the Altar, . 
Jesus, who art gone to prepare a place for us, ) & 
Jesus, who shalt come in like manner as thou 

wentest away, 
Jesus, who didst promise new heavens and a new ^ 

earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, | SJ 

Jesus, who livest for ever, 
Jesus, Son of God, 

We sinners 

Beseech thee to hear us. 
That we may seek the things which are above and" 

not the things which are upon the earth, 
That thou wouldst cleanse our consciences from 

dead works to serve the living God, 
That we may live the rest of our time in the flesh, 

not after the desires of men, but according to 

the will of God, 
That thou wouldst dwell in our hearts by faith, 
That thou wouldst come unto us and make thine 

abode with us, 
That we may hold fast the profession of our faith 

without wavering, 
That thou wouldst pour down thy benedictions 

upon thy Church, 
That thou wouldst order all things for the good 

of them that love thee, 
That thou wouldst draw all men unto thee, 
That thou wouldst come again and take us to ^ 

thyself that where thou art we may be also, 
That when thou shalt appear we may receive the 

never-fading crown of glory, 
That in thy light we may see light, 
That thou wouldst hasten the day of thine ap- 
pearing, 
That thou wouldst hear us from t\m& Wcj ^a&^ 
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Lamb of God that takeet away the eins of the world, 

Spare us, good Lord, 
Lamb of God that takeet away the sins of the world, 

Graciously hear us, Lord. 
Lamb of God that takeet away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon us, 
O Christ, hear us. 

Graciously hear us, O Christ. 

~f. God is gone up with a merry noise. ATlftlnm. 
fy. And the Lord with the sound of the trump. 
Alleluia. 

Let us pray. 

GRANT, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that Hke 
as we do believe thine Only-Begotten Son our 
Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into the heavens, 
so we may also in heart and mind thither ascend and 
with him continually dwell, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 



ptanjr 0f ^mkxta. 



LORD, hare mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, 
O Christ, hear us. 
Graciously hear us, Christ. 
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O God the Father, of heaven, , 

O God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

O God the Holy Ghost, 

Holy Trinity, one God, 

God of all goodness, who desirest not the death 
of a sinner, hut rather that he should be con- 
verted and live, 

Who pardonedst not the Angels that sinned, but 
didst cast them down to Hell for all eternity, 

Who when Adam fell didst call him to confes- 
sion and repentance for his sin, 

Who didst preserve Noah from the flood and 
from the lot of the ungodly by saving him in 
the Ark, 

Who didst draw Lot from the midst of sinners, 

Who being softened by the prayers of Moses for- 
gavest the sins of the backsliding people, 

Who didst pardon the sin of David after his con- 
fession, and repentance, 

Who didst spare Ahab when he humbled him- 
self in penitence, 

Who didst graciously hear the penitent Manasseh 
and establish him on his throne, 

Who didst grant pardon to the Ninevites, when 
they repented them of their sins in fasting, and 
sackcloth, and ashes, 

Who didst command the priests to weep and 
pray and offer sacrifice for the people, 

Who earnest into the world to save sinners, 

Who when thou wouldst redeem the world didst 
send as thy messenger John the Baptist, the ■ 
preacher of repentance, 

Who didst fast forty days and forty nights, 

Who didst call by thy grace Matthew sitting at 
the receipt of custom, 

Who didst bear witness that the Publican humbly 
striking his breast was. justified, 

Who didst deliver the sick of the palsy of his 
infirmity when thou hadst forgiven him his 
sins, 



* 
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Who by the example of the Prodigal Son didstN 

offer to sinners the hope of pardon, 
Who didst make known to the woman of Sa- 
maria the fountain of living water, 
Who didst bring salvation to the house of Zac- 

ch&us repenting of his sins and making resti- 
tution fourfold, 
Who didst exercise thy mercy in behalf of the 

woman taken in adultery, 
Who didst receive publicans and sinners, and 

didst eat with them, 
Who forgavest Mary Magdalene her many sins 

because she loved much, 
Who looking tenderly on Peter, who denied thee, 

didst bring him to repentance and tears, 
Who didst promise Paradise to the penitent thief, 
Who lovest all thy creatures, and hatest nothing 

that thou hast made, 
Who gavest to sinners both place and time for 

repentance, 
Who earnest to seek and to save that which was 

lost, 
Who hast pity on all men, and hidest the sins of 

those who truly repent, 
Who wouldst have mercy, and not sacrifice, 
Who when we repent rememberest our sins no 

more, 
God most merciful and patient, tender and pitiful 

notwithstanding all our sins, 

We sinners 
Beseech thee to hear tc*. 

That thou wouldst vouchsafe to lead us to true\ 
repentance, 

That we may judge ourselves and so escape judg- 
ment, 

That we may bring forth in due time worthy / 
fruits of repentance, 

That denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we J 
may lire soberly, jnBl\v, m& %ofl\^ 
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That sin may not reign in our mortal bodies, \ jS 
That we may not love the world nor the things of » 

the world, 1 1* 

That we may work out our salvation with fear / 1 

and trembling, <» 

Son of God, J g 

Iamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Spare us, good Lord, 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Graciously hear us, Lord. 
Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 

Have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, hear us. 

Graciously hear us, Christ. 

y. Lord, hear our prayer, 

Ifyr. And let our cry come unto thee. 

Let us pray. 

OMOST gracious and most merciful God, look with 
compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, 
and sustain our endeavours by thy grace, that through 
thy boundless mercy we may obtain the pardon of all 
our sins, persevere constantly in thy service, and in 
the end attain unto everlasting life ; Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 



Us™**- 

PASSION TIDE. 

THE CEOSS. 

Snro, my tongue, the glorious battle 

With completed -victory rife, 
And above the Cross's trophy 

Tell the triumph of the strife, 
How the world's Redeemer conquered 

By surrendering of his life. 

God his Maker sorely grieving 

That the first-made Adam fell, 
When he ate the fruit of sorrow 

Whose reward was Death and Hell, 
Noted then this wood, the ruin 

Of the ancient wood to quell. 

For the work of our salvation 
Needs would have his order soy 

And the multiform deceiver's 
Art by art would overthrow, 

And from thence would bring the medicine 
Whence the insult of the roe. 

Wherefore when the sacred fulness 
Of the appointed time was come 

This world's Maker left his Father, 
Sent the heavenly mansion from, 

And proceeded, God Incarnate, 
Of the TKgti%\ioYs ^ on*. 
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Thirty years among us dwelling, 

His appointed time fulfilled, 
Born for this he meets his Passion, 

For that this he freely willed : 
On the Cross the Lamb is lifted 

Where his Life-blood shall be spilled. 

He endured the Nails, the Spitting, 

Vinegar, and Spear, and Reed 5 
From that holy Body broken 

Blood and Water forth proceed : 
Earth, and stars, and sky, and ocean, 

By that flood from stain are freed. 

Faithful Cross 1 above all other, 

One and only noble Tree I 
None in foliage, none in blossom, 

None in fruit thy peers may be : 
Sweetest wood and sweetest iron, 

Sweetest weight is bung on thee. 

Bend thy boughs, O Tree of Glory ! 

Thy relaxing sinews bend, 
For awhile the ancient rigour 

Which thy birth bestowed, suspend 5 
And the King of heavenly beauty 

On thy bosom gently tend. 

Thou alone wast counted worthy 

This world's ransom to uphold, 
For a shipwrecked race preparing 

Harbour like the Ark of old, 
With the Sacred Blood anointed 

From the smitten Lamb that rolled. 

To the Trinity be glory 

Everlasting, as is meet, 
Equal to the Father, equal 

To the Son and Paraclete, 
Trinal Unity whose praises 

All created things repeat. Amen. 
T 
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THE PRECIOUS BLOOD. 

Hail, Jesus ! hail! who for my sake 
Sweet Blood from Mary's veins didst take 

And shed it all for me : 
Oh, blessed be my Saviour's Blood 
My life, my light, my only good, 

To all eternity. 

To endless ages let us praise 

The Precious Blood whose price could raise 

The world from wrath and sin : 
Whose streams our inward thirst appease 
And heal the sinner's worst disease 

If he but bathe therein. 

O sweetest Blood, which can implore 
Pardon of God and heaven restore, — 

The heaven which sin had lost j 
While Abel's blood for vengeance pleads, 
What Jesus shed still intercedes 

For those who wrong him most. 

Oh, to be sprinkled from the wells 
Of Christ's own sacred Blood excels 

Earth's best and highest bliss : 
The ministers of wrath divine 
Hurt not the happy souls which shine 

With those red drops of his. 

Ah, there is joy amid the Saints 
And Hell's despairing courage faints 

When this sweet song we raise : 
Oh, louder then and louder still 
Earth with one mighty chorus fill, 

The Precious BVooa to ^wm»\ Amen. 
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THE MAN OF SORROWS. 

Behold ! I stand at the door and knock, 
Hear my voice : thy heart unlock, 
It is I who speak to thee, 
I would come in and sup with thee and thou with me. 

Soul. 
Who is this who stands alone 
In the shadow of the night P 
The rain falls fast, the night winds moan, 
My joy has fled with evening light, 
The world's day waxes old, the stars are dim : 
Who says he comes to sup with me and I with him P 

Voice. 
Sorrow-burdened child of sin, 

Open quickly : it is I : 
See my feet and take me in, 
They are bleeding wearily, 
Pierced through and bleeding are they: haste and see; 
I would come in and sup with thee and thou with me. 

Soul. 
Yes ; the road is old and rough, 

Narrow, strewn with many a thorn ; 
I have tried it oft enough, 

My feet too are pierced and torn ; 
I am as thou art. How sayest thou to me 
That thou wilt come and sup with me and I with thee P 

Voice. 
Heavy-laden, dim of sight, 

Child of Adam, loose the door, 
Even through the shades of night 
See my hands how thev implore : 
For they are pierced and bleeding, all for thee, 
Thus would I come and sup with thee and thou with 
me. 
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Soul. 

Wounded hands and aching brow, 
Since the hour when Adam fell, 
Are the lot of man below : 

Each man feels it — Oh, how well, 
Thou art but one of us who claimst to be 
Both Guest and Giver and to come and sup with me. 

Voice. 

Yes : as thou art so am I. 

Son of man, dost thou repine ? 
Doth thy brow ache ? Gome, draw nigh, 
Raise thine eyes and look at mine. 
Was ever sorrow like my sorrow ? See 
With what a festal wreath I come to sup with thee. 

Soul. 

Fathomless eyes of awful Lore 

Beaming from the thorn-crowned brow, 
Tell me who that garland wove— 
Strange wayfarer, who art thou ? 
T dread yet know thee not. Oh, show to me 
Whence comes the banquet which my lips shall share 
with thee. 

Voice, 

The shadows break, and morning-tide 

Reddens the East with dawn at hand ; 
I lift the veil — Behold my Side ! 
Do I yet unadmitted stand ? 
Be not afraid. "lis I who speak to thee, 
I will come in and sup with thee and thou with me. 

Behold ! I stand at the door and knock, 
Hear my voice, thy heart unlock, 
It ia I who speak to thee, 
I would come in and «u$ mMSa. fosfc «&&. thou with me 
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THE CRUCIFIXION. 

O'erwhelmed in depths of woe 

Upon the tree of scorn 
Hangs the Redeemer of mankind 

With weeping anguish torn. 

See ! how the nails those hands 

And feet so tender rend ; 
See, down his face and neck and breast 

His sacred Blood descend. 

Hark ! with what awful cry 

His spirit takes its flight ; 
That cry it pierced his Mother's heart, 

And whelmed her soul in night. 

Earth hears, and to its base 

Rocks wildly to and fro ; 
Tombs burst ; seas, rivers, mountains quake, 

The veil is rent in two. 

The sun withdraws his light, 
The midday heavens grow pale j 

The moon, the stars, the universe, 
Their Maker's death bewail. 

Shall man alone be mute ? 

Come youth, and hoary hairs ! 
Come rich and poor, come all mankind ! 

And bathe those feet in tears. 

Come! fell before his Cross 

Who shed for us his blood ; 
Who died the victim of pure love, 

To make us sons of God. 

Jesu, all praise to thee, 

Our joy and endless rest! 
Be thou our guide while pilgrims here, 

Our crown amid the blest. 
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THE DEATH OF SHAME. 

The Death of Shame ! — Ask we what that may be ? 
Turn we our eyes upon the bitter Cross : 
Behold we where 'mid Buffering, pain, and loss, 
Jesus, who sinned not, hangs upon the Tree. 
Jesus, at whose dread Name we bow the knee, 
In whose dear arms we hide when tempests toss, 
Who shields 'mid worldly glare and falsehood's gloss, 
Dying the sinner's death we here may see : 
Nor him alone : to insult foul exposed 
Eager press on their leader's Gross to share 
Pure virgin souls. Children their eyes have closed 
In shameful death for him who loves their prayer. 
Oh, faithful hearts, by God's dear grace disposed ! 
Oh, Death of shame indeed ! — for shame dies there. 



THE ETERNAL. 

From thy Creator's Presence wouldst thou fly, 
On morning wings beyond the billowy main, 
Thy path and bed he tends j thy flight is vain ; 
Thou canst not hide from his all-seeing eye. 
E'en in the vaults of Hades dost thou lie, 
Or seek'st the blissful heights of Heaven to gain, 
In Hell and Heaven thou findest him again : 
Thy God, thy great Redeemer, still is nigh. 
If to the wilderness thy footsteps turn, 
And wander o'er the barren waste of sand 
Where the sun's scorching rays thy forehead burn, 
E'en there he guides thee with his watchful hand. 
Ah, seek him then ! His love thou shalt discern — 
Shade of a great Rock in a weary land. 
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS. 

Name of Jesus, softly stealing 
O'er a world of strife and shame, 

Thou canst bring us heavenly healing, 
O thou all-restoring Name. 

They who with the Friend have striven 
Know thy power of comfort well j 

Jesu's presence, — this is Heaven : 
Jesu s absence — this is Hell. 

Name of Jesus ! sin assailing 
At thy holy sound shall flee : 

Name of Jesus ! sinners wailing 
Find their only hope in thee. 

Name of Jesus ! Oh, how often 

Hath the weary child of sin 
Felt thee all his anguish soften, 

Shedding Heaven's own peace within ! 

Those in deadly sickness pining, 
Those by pain and fear opprest, 

Feel their earthly strength declining, 
Yearn to find in thee their rest. 

Name of Jesus ! breathing mildly, 
Calm the sorrow-burdened heart ; 

Still the pulse that beats so wildly, 
Bid all faithless fears depart. 

Name of Jesus ! make us holy, 
Name of Jesus ! make us pure, 

Teach us to be meek and lowly, 
Lead us humbly to endure. 

Name of Jesus ! Heaven of gladness ! 

Bid all doubts and fears to cease, 
Soothe away this aching sadness, 

Name of Jesus ! give us Peace. 
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THE CUP OF THE CRUCIFIED. 

Thrice happy he who, 'mid the strife 
And turmoil of this anxious life, 
Where in the thronged highway of sin 
The soul grows callous with the din, 
Can bear the still small voice to say, 
" The Master needs thee t Come away !" 

His Cup is ready. Fear not thou 
To own thy Sacramental vow : 
Thy faith is plighted, make it good, 
E'en though the Baptism be blood : 
Earn, as brave soldier, thy reward 
Beneath the Banner of thy Lord. 

His Cup is ready. Drink it up ! 
The draught of life is in that Cup : 
'Tis bitter, but 'twill strengthen thee 
When faints the heart and flags the knee, 
And through the shadows of the fight 
Looms the pale horse of Death and Night. 

His Cup is ready. Face thy lot, 
Though open combat cheer thee not ; 
Thy Lord has work for all who come, 
For some the fight, the watch for some ; 
Nor has their draught less bitter been 
Whose toil is dark, whose work unseen. 

His Cup is ready ; — now no more 
The Cup of Sorrow. Lo ! the door, 
The open door of Heaven is this, 
Oh, deathless life ! Oh, endless bliss ! 
I raise my eyes, the shadows fall, 
This is the Lamb's own Banquet-hall. 
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EASTER DAY. 

Now at the Lamb's high festival 
In robes of saintly white we sing 

Through the Red Sea in safety brought 
By Jesus our immortal King. 

Oh, Charity divine ! his Blood 
He gives to crown the royal feast 5 

His flesh for us he immolates 

Himself the victim, love the priest. 

And as the avenging Angel passed 
Of old the blood-besprinkled door ; 

As the cleft sea a passage gave, 
Then closed to whelm the Egyptians o'er : 

So Christ our Paschal sacrifice 

Has brought us safe all perils through ; 

While for unleavened bread we need, 
But heart sincere and purpose true. 

Hail, purest Victim Heaven could find, 
The powers of Hell to overthrow ! 

Who didst the chains of death destroy : 
Who dost the prize of life bestow. 

Hail, Victor Christ ! hail, risen King ! 

To thee alone belongs the Crown : 
Who hast the heavenly gates unbarred, 

And dragged the Prince of darkness down. 

O Jesu, from the death of sin 
Keep us we pray ; so shalt thou be 

The everlasting paschal joy 

Of all the souls new-born in thee. 

Now to the Father and the Son, 
Who rose from death, be-glory given $ 

With thee, O holy Comforter, 

Henceforth by all in earth and heaven. 
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THE DEFEAT OF DEATH. 

He comes ! He comes ! the Tomb 

Quickens her pregnant womb, 
And Light and Life spring forth in mystic birth ; 

The garden flowers exhale 

Scents on the morning gale, 
Heaven gives her Angel guard, her incense earth : 
The Grave is swallowed up and Death must die ; 
Where is thy sting, O Death ? where, Grave, thy vic- 
tory? 

Fling wide, deep Hell, thy door 

The Lord of Hosts before, 
He bears the blossom of the budding wood : 

The lily sprouts to thee 

Her graft upon the Tree, 
The Cross is quickened from the living Blood, 
Our Aaron bears his staff no longer dry 
He smites thy sting, O Death j stays, Grave, thy vic- 
tory. 

He comes ! He comes in might ! 

Triumphant o'er the night ; 
In dread dismay exclaim the Powers of Hell, 

" We claimed him with the dead 5 

With him our sway has fled 
The firstfruits of the sleepers breaks our spell : 
We hold the dead : he raises alL" — For he 
Has drawn thy sting, O Death ; robbed, Grave, thy 
victory. 

Lift up your heads, ye gates ! 
The King of Glory waits, 
He waits but for the Rainbow round his throne : 
One half the ring is set 
On earth, the rest is met 
In plighted faith where Earth and Heaven, are one : 
The Bride may lift the veil, her Lord to see ; 
Where now thy sting, O Death? where, Grave, thy 
victory ? 
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He comes ! He comes ! Once more 

Boll back the golden door : 
The trumpet sounds. Once more the Lord is come. 

In second Advent-tide 

He comes to claim the Bride 
And bear the faithful to their heavenly home : 
There God Bhall wipe the tear from every eye, 
Where is thy Bting, O Death ? O Grave, thy victory ? 



AGNUS DEI. 
To be sung at the Easter Celebration. 

Lamb of God, that tak'st away the sins of the world, 
Sacrifice and Victim thou, 
Purge away our sins, and now 
Have mercy, have mercy, 
Have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of G-od, that tak'st away the sins of the world, 
Thou who by thy Blood didst deign 
Of our guilt to wash the stain, 
Have mercy, have mercy, 
Have mercy upon us. 

Lamb of God, that tak'st away the sins of the world, 
By thy Passion who didst win 
Victory o'er death and Sin, 
From thy throne, high Heaven within, 
Grant us, grant us, 
Grant us thy peace. 



SUNDAY MOBNING-. 

The Sunday morn is here : 
Amid the fields I wander lone, 
The Matin bell's soft distant tone, 

Spreads stillness far and near. 
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I kneel upon the ground, 
Oh, holy calm ! Oh, heavenly rest ! 
With me they kneel, divinely blest, 

The viewless Saints around. 

The heavens far and near 
Wear Hope's bright colour, — festal blue, 
They seem to open to my view, 

Oh, day of Love and Fear ! 



MAGDALENE. 

Weep not, Mary, tears of sadness, 

Nor another seek to find ; 
He is here, thy joy, thy gladness, 

Gardener of the troubled mind ; 
Herbs he brings to make thee whole 
From the Garden of the Soul. 

Whence thy grief and whence thy sorrow ? 

From the house of death and fear 
Seekest thou some pledge to borrow ? 

Jesus whom thou lov'st is here ! 
Dost thou weep thy lonely lot ? 
Lo thy Lord — thou know'st him not. 

Whence thy gloom and lamentation ? 

In true joys thou hast thy part, 
For the Light of all creation 

Sheds his bright beams on thy heart : 
Seek not far, he lies within — 
Remedy of grief and Bin. 

Yet, full sure, I do not wonder 
If thy Lord thou didst not know 

When he cleft thy heart asunder, 
There the seed of Life to sow ; 

"Mary" says he, unveiled now, 

And Rabboni! anwwetsst thou. 



HYMNS FOE EASTER. 

Thou his head anointedst, ere he 
Left this scene of toil and care, 

And didst wipe his feet so weary 
With thy long and flowing hair 5 

Thus G-od's unction didst thou win, 

He shall wash thee from thy sin. 

Christ, who heardst the weeping sinner, 
Praise and honour be to thee ; 

Thou didst claim her, thou didst win her, 
Feasting with the Pharisee ; 

For poor sinners thou must call 

To thine own high Banquet-hall. 



JESUS. 

How blest are all thy chosen ones 
Who travelling o'er life's stormy sea, 

Have reached the port of peace and rest, 
To live for ever, Lord, with thee. 

For thou, dear Lord, hast travelled o'er 
Life's wintry sea, Life's stormy main, 

And, " Peace, rude wave*" thou saidst, " be ttill." 
And all was still and calm again. 

E'en so, my Jesus, leave me not 

Unaided in this boisterous sea, 
Rebuke the winds and bring my soul 

Into the port where she would be. 

Oh, land of blessing ! Land of love ! 

No storms may lash thy tranquil shore 
When the good Master leads us in 

To dwell with him for evermore. 

The winds of earth may rage and rave 
Blown fiercely from the mouth of Hell, 

They may not reach those peaceful glades 
Where Jesus and his loved ones dwell. 
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The skies of earth are overcast, 

And black the darkness of the night, — 

There is no darkness in those realms 
Where Jesus is the endless Light. 

My Gl-od, my strength, my joy, my life, 

Thy love is all in all to me, 
Beach forth thine hand and bid me come 

Across the waters, Lord, to thee. 
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